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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THECONVENTION ON
ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
IN DECISION-MAKING ANDACCESS TO JUSTICE

IN ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

Item, _ of the provisional agenda |

Procedures and mechanisms facilitating the implementafithe Convention:
Reports on implementation

IMPLEMENTATION REPORT SUBMITTED BY GREECE |,

Article 10, paragraph 2, of the Convention requiries Parties, at their meetings, to keep
under continuous review the implementation of thev€ntion on the basis of regular \‘
reporting by the Parties. Through decision 1/8, the NMhepof the Parties established a |
reporting mechanism whereby each Party is requestedbtmisa report to each meeting ¢
the Parties on the legislative, regulatory and other soeas taken to implement the
Convention, and their practical implementation, acliog to a reporting format annexed {
the decision. For each meeting, the secretariat is regddstprepare a synthesis report
summarizing the progress made and identifying any signifizends, challenges and
solutions. The reporting mechanism was further develogedgh decision 11/10, which
addressed, inter alia, the issue of how to prepare thenskeaod subsequent reports.
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1. The Ministry of Environment ,Energy and Climate Charge (MoEECC has been established _ - { Formatted: English (U.)

in 2009 ,replacing existing Ministry for the EnvironmiePhysical Planning and Public Wojiks __ - { Formatted: Font: Not Bold

(N (N JJ

order to confront the continuous environmental pnoisl@nd to adopt a new development model
— the model of Green Development- that will secubetéer quality of life for every

citizenRegarding the process by which this report has peepared, th®IoEECC, has invited - {Deleted: 1

)

the foIIowmg Public Author|t|es for consultatmm;h contrlbutlon to the preparat|on of the present\ Deleted: Hellenic Ministry for the
>« | Environment, Energy and Climate Change ,

|

Mmlstry of ReglonaIDevelopmen'and Competitivenes$inistry of Interior,decentralization & e \ {Deleted Physical Planning and Public Work,

governmeninistry of JusticeTransparency and Human Righginistry of Rural Development (' Deleted: through the Department of
N International Relations and EU Affairs,

«

and Networks Ministry of Culture and Tourisktellenic Food Authonty (EFET), aridellemc {Deleted: ?National
Ombudsmarhdditionally the following departments of théoEECC, the,Regions of \\\\\ Tpemed Public Administration and
GreecgCompetent Bodies and NGOs have also beeited for,contribution and commentsg, this_ T\ W, | Decentraisation

report.: Department of International Relations Bt Affairs, Special Service for the Enwronment*, {Deleted ercantile

Environmental Planning Directoraiureau ofNational Network for Environmental Informatiqn , t\\ \{Deleted and of Aegean and Island Policy
Air Pollution and Nois&ontrol DirectorateSpecial Secretariat for Water (fornf@entral Water J\\ \ \{De,eted

Servicg, Special Management Service of the Operational Brogre “Environment and ' \\\\\\
Sustainable Development’(EPPE®)atial Planning Directorate, Urban Planning Etiveate , \\ | \[

and Climate Chant

Deleted: Ministry of the Environment, Energ

Specia] Projectt)pgrading areas Directoraligspection Secretariat of Environment and j\ \\\ W {Formmed English (U.K.)

EnergyPirectorate General for Energy,Special Secretdfiatests,Directorate General of | \\ \\ \\\{ Deleted: Physical Planning and Public Wo

Development Directorate General for Protection of Forests ldatural Environmepthe National \t o

{ Deleted: consulter

Centre of Environment and Sustainable Developrasntell as 13 regions of Greece including thelr\ [D oted: Tor

local authorities and prefectures and the NGOs Madinean Information Office.(MICGECSDE),

WWE Hellas ,Greek Society for the Protection of Emwvment and Heritagas well as Green

\\ \ \\[ Deleted: the completion of

Peace (Greece).. ..ueueeeneeeeeeee e [De'eted Control of

| S S N N4 N A N S S S S N

\
Taking into consideration the restriction on thegtbrof national implementation reports R Q \(De'ete*
prepared as official United Nations documents, this@dis shorter than the first draft report ‘\\ geleted SpFeCIaI Segnce of Managngjg the
which includes more detailed information . “\ o e Douciaoment: (EPOER)

.This report has been based on the report from #haqus reporting cycle and has been updated Deleted: Diroctorate for

\

with new informatiorRecent reports of tiHdoEECC ,such as the recent report to EC on_directive | 0

Deleted: Upgrading

2003/4, recent studieas well as relevant inputs of public authorities heparallel OECH \%

O U

environmental performance review preparation, caringrissues of this report, have also been \\ Deleted:

taken into consideration. || Deleted

, Deleted: ,

2. The above participation included a consultatioriqueof approximately 3 weeks before - { Deleted: 2

the first draftis displayegon the Internet( by e-mailregular mailand where necessary, with __ - { peleted: was available
clarification meetings and discussipnafter the completion of the first draft, it was dsped - "~ { Deleted: and

for public consultation on thefficial, websiteof MOEECC for four weeksA special e- mallbox {Deleted: VIoE

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ‘[ Deleted: four

Submitted comments have been integrated. Decisiorent¥81/10 on reporting were taken |ntQ {Deleted_ Addtionally. <

Deleted: contents of the questionnaire and

consideration and where possible the recommendatiadhe @onvention’s Compliance T
the
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Committee lt is the second report of Greece, and due tentdocal and regional elections there {F°"“a“ed= Right ]

was a delay of the answers of regional and locdlagifies to the questionnaire but efforts were

made to meet the quality requirements of thermé&dion included in the Report.

v _ - -1 Deleted: Since this is the first

’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ report by Greece, it was difficult t
meet the time frames, but efforts
were made to meet the quality

. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING requirements of the nformaton
THE REPORT '

3.  According to Article 101 of the Constitution, thenaidistration of the State is organized in
accordance with the principle of decentralizatidegions constitute another level of
administrative organization provided by law. Acdagito Article 102 of the Constitution, the
administration of local affairs belongs to the logavernment agencies. The first level of local
government (the municipalities and the communes) has also established. Finally, relevant
laws provide for the second level of local governm#re prefecture government whose
authority extends to the territory of all the logavernment agencies of a prefecture.

A new Law “Kallikratis” (L.3852/10 OJG 87/7 -6-20Lthat comes into force on 1-11-2011
established the first level of local government thoatsists of local municipalities and the
second level of local government that consists of é§idhsBesides the State decentralization
that consists of 7 decentralized administrations, edsablished ,as well as the merging of
some municipalities and communities and the aboliibmprefecture government .13 governofs
elected for 13 Regions in November 2010

4. International treaties and Conventigns require, rieg to Article 28 of the Constitution,| - - { Deleted: such as the Convention
a national law voted by the Parliament, through Wiy are ratified anglre not applied | |~ /{Deleted: do not apply ]
directly or have a direct effect upon its entry ifdoce. Greece ratified the Convention at the end
of 2005 and thus became a Party (see art. 3). Foutipe@se of a better understanding of this

report, it should be noted that the implementatiothefConvention in Greece is generally based

on EU Directives, which have already been transpogechational law (see art. 3).

lll. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTIN G
THE GENERAL PROVISIONS IN PARAGRAPHS 2, 3, 4, 7 AND 8 OFARTICLE 3

Article 3, paragraph 2

5. In Greece, there is a complete legal frameworklatigg access to environmental
information and access to information and ensuriag dfficials and authorities assist and
provide the required guidance.

6. The Convention was ratified by the Greek Parlianiei@ecember 2005 through

Law 3422/12-12-2005fficial Journal of the Governme(®JG) A 303 /2005).
According to article 3, paragraph 9 (a), of Jointiierial Decision (JMD) 11764/653/2006
(OJG 327B/17-3-2006) through which the Directiv®@2@/EC, on public access to
environmental information was transposed, officiaésraquired to support the public in
seeking access to information. The 2003/4/EC Direstias formulated by the European
Commission (EC) for the better implementation of th& fpillar of the Convention by the
EU Member States. According to Article 3, paragrapbfthe above-mentioned JMD,
public authorities make available environmental infation held by or for them to any
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applicant at his request within the deadlines seabwA circular_issued by the Ministry
of Environment , Energy and Climate Chan@lddoEECC) was sent to Environmental
Administration at national and at regional leveljigg guidance concerning Aarhus
Convention and the above JMD on public accessuima@mmental information and asking
the officials to support the public in seeking acdessformation.

According to the reports received by administrationational and regional level , officials, in /
their majority , are supporting the public in seekaccess to information however as a main /
problem and obstacle is reported lack of humanodimer resources(staff and funding) as We/li

as heavy work load.

7. In Greece, the right of access to information is imitéd only to environmental

!
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- { Deleted: ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/GRCY

Deleted: If a request is formulated in a too
general manner, the public authority asks the
applicant as soon as possible to specify the
request and assists the applicant in doing so.
the information requested is not held by or fo
the public authority to which the request is
addressed the public authority transfers the
request to the competent authority within thre
days and informs the applicant accordingly (f
more information, see art. 4). 1
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In Greece, the right of access to information is imitéd only to environmental
issuedDue to restrictions on the length of the reportsitbetdegal information on this

s
s
s

I's

8.  Lists of public Authorities are publicly accessiblein the Citizens Service Cente
(CSCs) as well as in the CSCs’ Web diidizens Service Centres (CSCs) have been
established by the Ministry of Interidbecentralization and E- Governmgmtegions,
prefectures and local authorities all over Greeckwy3013/2002. CSCs are effectively
assisting the citizens in dealing with public adminigtrgtand in accessing information'

and documents. . The CSC website has been designeidegidped for efficient ‘

displayedIn addition, it now gives citizens the possibilitysiebmit comments and j\\ )
electronic applications regarding a wide series ofiaghnative documents, thus ' \
implementing a substantial step towards e-governanGeeece. The Citizen Service |

Ministry of Interior, proceeded to the publicatiohthe newspaper "journalists", which
promotes information to citizens on key issues ofiewdministration.The creation in the |
Ministries and in its supervised bodies, in prefedtgoaernments and in local authorities to a\ ' 1

\

level of more than 20,000 inhabitants, receptioitef of the Citizens, aiming to organize and \\\

Deleted: This right has been increasing in
significance since, according to the
Constitution, the competent service or author
is obliged to reply to requests for information
and for issuing documents, especially
certificates, supporting documents and
attestations within a set deadline not exceedi
60 days, as specified by law. In the case that
deadline elapses without action or in case of
unlawful refusal, in addition to any other
sanctions and consequences of law, special
compensation is also paid to the applicant, ag
specified by law (art. 10, para. 3, of the
Constitution 1975/1986/2001). The right of
access to information and to electronically
handled information is also provided in Articlg
5 (a) of the Constitution, where it is stated that
facilitation of access to electronically handled
information, as well as of the production,
exchange and diffusion thereof, constitutes a
obligation of the State. The right to access to
official documents is also ensured by Law
1599/86 (art. 16) as well as by Law 2690/199
regarding the “Administrative Procedure Cod
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systematize the provision of information to citizens praide guidance for immediate and i {

Deleted: Public Administration and
Decentralization
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A Citizens’ Service Office operates within tfMoEECC ) assisting and informing citizens: . ((eeted: provision of pubic information.

about the competent departments of the Ministry where can find the required
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Deleted:

information and if possible, bringing them in cortaith the competent officials. A
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Citizen’s Service Office and /or a Public RelatiorepBrtment operates also in other

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

Ministries to assist citizens in dealing with public awiistration. A Press Department
operates in every ministry , competent for diffusingss releases regarding each !

Deleted: Additionally, a Citizens’ Service
Bureau operates within the MoE and a Citizen’s
Service Bureau or a Public Relation(_ 137]

ministry’s activities. A special help desk, which cotssisf officers especially appointed |
for public information and assistance on relevant issuasbeen established by the ! ,{

Deleted: Additional

Managing Unit of the Operational Environment Progra(iBBPPER) under the ///,{

Deleted: on environmental matters and on
activities of the MoE can

MOoEECC . Access to environmental information concerningR®ER is also acquired i {
through the respective website (www.epper.gr)and \wepperaa.ar), constantly /

Deleted: be

updated. Also operates a website to complete a dbalirect communication with the
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10. In addition, citizens have the possibility to subnfitptigh theestablishedine of
communication with the citizeps their questions asmments on the issue$the - { Deleted: established through th%
MoEECC . In theMoEECC as well as in regional administration , almost every Web,
competent official is required to inform the puldic the certain issues of his ~~{ Deleted: under the roE )

responsibility because due to the large scope of@mwiental information and the
complexity and difficulty of the issues, expertiseégeded. Another reason is the lack pf
sufficient staff. The examination of the informatiis taking place in the premises of thie
Public Authority where the information is held arahde accessed and photocopied.

The National Network for Environmental InformatiddNEI), established in the - { Deleted: T )
MoEECC , is an important action towards disseminating of emvirental information | _ - { peleted: moE )

(see below under art. 5, para. 1).
An Investors Service for renewable energy sources(RE8)ojects recently created in the
(MoEECC) aiming to strengthen and accelerate investmentriswable energy sourges. _ - { Formatted: English (UK.) |

Article 3, paragraphs 3 and 4

11. Inthe framework of actions for environmental edima{EE) and education for «\ - { Formatted: Bullets and
sustainable development (ESD), Greece is followindtNECE and UNESCH Numbering
processes at a satisfactory level. Within these presess

(@) A National Commission for ESD has been set upclwimcludes NGOs as well as
museums, etc.;

(b) The Ministry of Education has set up a programmeectibn for the United Nations
Decade of ESD (2005—-2014), identifying focus issueg#&zh year, and has invited NGOs to
participate in the implementation of the programme;

(c) Collaboration of tht1oEECC  with the Ministryof Education in the framework of | - - { Deleted: moe )
ESD; - ‘[ Deleted: for Nationd J
(d) TheMoEECC /formerCentral Water Agenc@pecial Secretariat of Watdor |- { Deleted: MoE ]
implementation of the EU Water Framework Directigeyindertaking the following support
actions:

® Establishment and operation of a related website;
(i)  Translation of the Water Framework Directiveidance documents;
(iii)  Education of the competent authorities’ pensel public information and
awareness (ongoing);
(e) With the support of the Ministry of Educatio®perational Programme (EPEAEK,
funded by the Community Structural Funds, the Cohdsiord and national funds) and in
coordination with théMoEECC , projects have been approved which focus on enhgncin | - - { peleted: moe )

awareness, education, training and patrticipatioretisibn-making bodies of protected areas.
NGOs are running these projects and local civil spégea key target group, as are local
administrative bodies;

_ - { Formatted: English (UK.)

4 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultupaganization
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| (H MoEECC, supports awareness-raising efforts, giving prioritinformation, __ - { Deleted: MoE

education and training programme issues;

(9) Inthe context of the Decade of ESD, the Minisif Education formulated a
National Strategy and the progress and evaluatidndtuats;

(h) During the period 2004-2007, 18,500 programniesgironmental education and
27000 programmes of health education took placeiimgsy education; 19,000 programmes of
environmental education and 18,000 programmes ofthediltcation took place in secondary
education; 4,686 school programmes were financedeiththrough Aegean University; as
were 380 financed school programmes on gender ¢&guaRCGE and 820 financed
interventional school programmes — by the Nationaltidnstitute in cooperation with 6,000
schools;

(i) There are 35 national thematic networks, eachimid0 schools. Subjects coincide
with all ESD activities;

() The training of 15,000 educators is in processyeall are teacher trainings;

(k) Periodical materials on sustainable developmenbaing produced by Centres of
Environmental Education (CEE);

(h  All academic years in the period2005-2014 amotied according to sustainability
principles in the framework of the Decade of ESD;

(m) The Programmes of School Activities consist of @emporary curriculum
developed in the framework of either the school angnvironmental networks /collaborations
of schools;

(n) A National Network of Centres of Environmentaugation has been developed;

(o) 6,000 programmes of school awareness activitieggaerhave been conducted;

(p) There are now national, regional and local thgtmetworks of school activities
(e.g. biodiversity, energy, rivers);

(q) Production of educational material at the ragland local levels;

()  Pilot regional programmes (schools for recycling);

(s) Cooperative activities with public sectors,uamsities, NGOs and local
communities;

(t) The Mediterranean Information Office (MIO-ECSDIgs established the Circle of
Mediterranean Journalists for Environment and Sustarablelopment at the Mediterranean
level,

| (u) Press releases of tMwEECC, on the occasion of the ratification of the Corian - {Deleted: MoE

by the Parliament, as well as on the transpositidgheofelevant Directives 2003/4 and 2003/35
for the information of the public on its environmdntghts, have been published in newspapers
and also displayed on the official MoE website;

(v) Aninformation leaflet on Convention was pubéshby the Athens Bar Association
making available information to the public on its eamimental rights under the Convention;

(w) A conference on the implementation of the Cotieernwas held in 2007 on the
initiative of the Hellenic Society for the Protextiof the Environment and the Cultural Heritage
in cooperation with the Athens Bar Association andMio&, as well as representatives from the
Council of State, the Ombudsman, the EU, and othkelstdders;

‘ (x) A lot of workshops, seminars and presentations weganizedat central and prefecture
level as well as publications and information leaflets weoslpced by the competent State
bodies, for the information and awareness raisingeptiblic and all interested parties on

‘ alternative waste management issues;
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available for the public and displayed on its srs, includes issues on access to
information .

The provisions of Law 2742/1999 on SpatiahRlag and Sustainable Development (art
4) involve NGOs in environmental decision-makinghivitthe National Council for
Planning and Sustainable Development

- informing the public on urban planning througke thublic consultation

- the participation oMoEECC / Directorate of Spatial Planning in the infornatiand
awareness programs of the National Center for Pélministration.

(2)According to the opinion of an NGO and a membehefpublic, broader public
information is necessary regarding the environmeights provided by Convention, together
with training lessons on environmental rights inclutrethe school curricula in the framework
of environmental education.

12. a MoEECC has set the initiativeGreen Action-Clean Forests’urging the «
citizens to actively contribute into actions of walary service and simultaneously,
encouraging local communities citizens and NGOs t@ldgvco-operations, as well as
take initiatives for organising environmental actiémsthe protection of Forests. With
the motto “Green Action-Clean ForestMoEECC in cooperation with the Ministry of
Education, organized the cleaning of forests oiNbBg#onal Park of Schinia-Marathon ir
Attica (700 students ,41 teachers, 60 NGOs, 1300 attentee#) fordstall paths on the
island of Skopelos (800 volunteers and student&p(il(/ May 2010. )

b MoEECC participated in the 75th International Fair ineSkaloniki.(September 2010) The
messages were "Innovation in clean technologies," Balahnature, biodiversity, quality of
life-sustainable city ",

c.A competition “AthinaCh4"that falls within the Programme ATHENS ATTICA 201ef fyoung
architects,

d Development Intervention Programof the MoEECC for the period 2010 to 2015

Among its four pillars is the Strengthening of mechkars and institutions of environmental
governance through a set of actions.The total investinudget is included under this pillar is
the € 846,7 million and is expected to create miuae 2,400 jobs.

e.A study entitled "Program reassessment 69 Important Bird Areas for their classification as
Special Protection Areas for Birds.” (August 2007) Development of action plans for the
protection of priority species, with funding from the EPPER.. The purpose of this study was
to update the ornithological and ecological data for 69 regions

f.The local port authorities in cooperation with local government, organize or assist existing
network of volunteers from environmental organizations ,cultural associations, federations ,
tourist associations, fishermen- scouts clubs, student clubs, etc. who participate in the
Voluntary Cleanup of the coasts. Ministry of Civil protection (_Directorate of Marine
Environment Protection (DMEP) conducts training seminars of port authorities and regional
pollution control plants in protecting the marine environment and new techniques for

dealing with marine pollution incidents, Running since 2003 the interministerial pilot tragnin

ﬁ
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volunteers programptotect myself and others".The program is implemented in cooperation
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with municipalities and other stakeholders. A (CD ROM) entitled * Clean sea reflects our
culture” distributed to all stakeholders.

Article 3, paragraph 4

The implementation of Special Actions for supporting NGOs in the field of the Environment
is financed, with a total budget of €1 million in thamework of the Special Service for
managing the Operational Programme Environment 20@B-@PPER) and the Operational
Programme Environment and Sustainable Development 2003(EPPERAA). In addition a
special project on environmental awareness of theedisi is also financed, For EPPER, the
relevant budget comes up to €2 million, and for EPRERhe relevant budget is not yet

In the same framework of EPPER 2000-2006, a spg@act on Publicittand Promotions

__ - | Deleted: 1
1

provided concerning the results from the implemeoieatif the project with total budget €2
millions, while in EPPERAA the budget of the wholdigity is estimated to rise up to €10

million for the period 2007-2043. (Deleted: 1
The implementation of the Operational Programmes oPERAA is monitored regularly by an 1

established Monitoring Committee, with approved RuleBrotedure, in which several

representatives from competent bodies, civil socatg, NGOs participaje. - ‘[Deleted: 1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, _ .

~

In the framework of Operational Environmental Prognaes (OEP) 2000-2006, funds have { Formatted: English (U.k.)

been bound for environmental awareness raising progranwith a total budget of €2.8
million. Funds were made available to school uniss&iooms or groups of teachers and
students, in order to set up and complete environmprdgtammes. This has led to the
founding of more than 200 registered non-governmemeironmental and ecological
organizations in Greece, whose members are ofterr éithehers or former students who

participated in one of the environmental educatimgrammes during their schooling years. - ‘{Deleted: 1
ey 1

-« o

13. NGOs in Greece are very active in awareness-raisitigjtees. According to the \\{meaﬁed: English (U.K.)

opinion of an NGO, they are supported less often Betcfunds and more often by {Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
direct EU funds: 22 projects were initiated by unsies and scientific institutes in the
framework of the Development Assistance Programme dfltii€ECC , These __ - { Deleted: MoE

activities were implemented by 19 universities angNSGOs that were included in the
Programme; the budget allocated to NGOs accountetbfper cent of the total budget.
Projects implemented in the framework of the Programere fully funded from Greek
national funds. Moreover, Greece, through the Mipist Foreign Affairs supports,
coordinates and assists NGOs and other agencies in tharigngation of development
programmes in accordance with the United Nations Ktiliem Development Goals,
with the focus on combating poverty.

14. Since 2002, Greece has been the lead country Meliterranean Component of - - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

the EU Water Initiative (MED EUWI). MED EUWI alsorses as a platform for
promoting strategic partnerships between the EU amd/iéditerranean and South-East
European countries as well as between governmentsoiwiéty and the private sector.

15. NGOs are officially registered and recognized asneas in various ministries. «- - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
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16. In Greece, the general public and the NGOs can gulamments and proposals-op { Formatted: Right )
environmental issues at the preliminary stages of thisida-making procesas well as | Formatted: Bullets and }
public consultations., Numbering

’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ T { Deleted: . ]
17. The Ministry of Education collaborates with the paldector on a range of - | - { Formatted: Bullets and }
activities with local government and environment@®s to promote the principles of Numbering
sustainable development in initiatives linked to aocside/ears.
18. According to the legislation for the protection andtainable management of -{- - { Formatted: Bullets and }
water resources in Greece (Law 3199/2003, art. &, pamnd art. 6), which integrates . | Numbering
the public participation requirements of the EU Wdtermework Directive { Deleted: new

(2000/60/EC), the active involvement of interestedipsiis ensured through their
representation to the National and Regional (inlBi&egional Water Districts) Water

The National and the 13 Regional Water Councilsagrdsory boards in which all
national and regional interested groups are repraesueh as the
involved organizations, NGOs, fc. |- ﬂ Deleted: The national Water

Council has already been
established by a decision of the
Minister of the Environment

19. According to Laws 1650/86 and 2742/99, 27, Managemedies were established:I‘
in protected areas of Greece. The AdministrationainCitaiof these bodies are ) { Formatted: Bullets and }
composed by representatives of central, regional@ral &uthorities, representatives of Numbering

local stakeholders groups, researchers and NGOs. ManagBodies are supported by

the Third Community Support Framework and nationatifi Moreover, the Natura 2000

Committee (provided under Law 2742/1999) consistepifesentatives from ministries,

universities and NGOs.

20. Actions for the management of protected speciesrattertaken in the frameworle ]l -- { Formatted: Bullets and }
of various projects. Major projects have been furglethe EC financial instrument, Numbering
Life-Nature. National funds (e.g. tfiermerETERPS Fund of th®IoEECC ) have also | - { peleted: moE )

been allocated. Major beneficiaries of these prejaot research institutes, development
companies and NGOs.

21. Representatives from academic sector, NGOs andtprgector can be invited ir 1 - *‘{Formatted: Bullets and }
the meetings of the Hellenic Interministerial Comastfor GPP recently established Numbering

,thus obtaining commitment on the collaborative deaighimplementation of the GPP
NAP from both the public, and private sector as welN&Os and academic netwoyks | - - Formatted: English (U.K)

22. Establishment of National rural network which aimsyhanging information anrd - *IFormatted: Bullets and }
networking between agencies dealing with rural Bment and includes as members jof [ Numbering

the Network Environmental Organisations (WWEF).Es#dintient of the Monitoring
Committee of the Rural Development program, also wikglenvironmental
organizations.Participation in consultation procegs@separation of action of all actors
involved (Prefectural governments, environmental wizgions, cooperatives, producer
organizations, etc.)

23. Projects mainly aimed at the implementation of natereservation actions have «1- *IFormat_ted: Bullets and
been financed also from a national funding instrurmérich incorporates a percentage of Numbering
the money coming from the tax for gas. Through thésrumentformerETERPS Fund), |
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approximately €7.5 million (from national funds) wellocated for the period 2000-2007,
including for the programme “Voluntarism and Envinoental Protection” (total of €1
million) and the Programme on Environmental Protecind Sustainable Development.

TheMoEECC _has drawn up the Register of Environmental NGl@gotal, around 260 _ /{Deleted: Moreover, t

— ——y T T T Y g Y = L T T T T T T E

environmental NGOs were inventoried in mid 2007amatide by the Environmental - ‘[Deleted: Ministry

Team of the Institute of Urban and Rural Sociolofthe National Centre for Social
Researchf{ttp://www.ekke.gr/estidunder a project financed by the MoE.

24. In Greece, there is not one single entity responsitslesjistering and inventoryinrg - - {Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

NGOs active both on general as well as on environmerdtkers. Apart from the above
inventory, registries are also kept by Ministry of kgneAffairs, for different purposes.

over the years, either with core funding or forithelementation of specific projects
following a certain call. The Ministry of Foreign f&frs, on the other hand, and in
particular its Service for the Implementation of Bevelopment Assistance and
Cooperation Programme of Greece (the so-called Helksd Service) has been
inventorying (since 2000) NGOs active in all fieldgy(anedicine, humanitarian,
environment, education) that fulfil certain “quglitriteria and are thus eligible to
receive State funding to implement, as intermediadegelopment aid and cooperation
projects in third/developing/recipient countries.

Article 3, paragraph 7

25. Greece promotes the Convention’s principles of tramsma; access to information- - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

and public participation in international forumsgigimational environmental negotiations

and decision-making processes. M&EECC  as well as other ministries invite NGO _- {Deleted: MoE

representatives to participate as experts in intemnaltimeetings. Those representatives
have as far as possible been included in Greek delagats expert members, for which
their travel expenses have been partially or fulimbeirsed. NGOs can also participate,
upon invitation, in national preparatory meetingsifidernational meetings.

26. Greece, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sugppcoordinates and assists - - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

NGOs and other agencies in the implementation ofldpeeent programmes, in
accordance with the United Nations Millennium Deyehent Goals, with the focus on
combating poverty. The Ministry of Foreign Affairerough YDAS-2 (Rehabilitation
and Development Directorate), handles Greece’s oelativith the OECD Development
Assistance Committee, participating in its working gapd networks as well as in the
Ministerial Councils

27. NGOs were invited by the MoE to participate in thegaration of an <~ { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

environmental performance review, under the auspé®©ECD (2007-2008).

28. Greece has been the lead country of the Meditema@eaponent of the EU Water - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

Initiative (MED EUWI), which since 2002 has served gdadform for promoting
strategic partnerships between the EU and the Mealitean countries as well as



between government, civil society and the privatéosse©ne key recent development is { Formatted: Right )
the initiation of the “Country Policy Dialogues” evater for Mediterranean non-EU
partner countries.

29. The partner countries of the Development Assistancgr&mme oMMoEECC - L - {Formatted: Bullets and

Numbering

(N

implemented by NGOs and Universities which coveredy mita, capacity-building as - { Deleted: moE
well as environmental information and awareness, trgiaimd education on environment

and sustainable development. The actions and psggetstcted for funding were

characterized by applicability, sustainability, pexsjve of actions and transferability, as

well as accountability and transparency of all atigs.

30. Greece participated in the following meetings: <1 {Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering
(&) The High-level International Meeting of Educatiand Environment Ministries in
Vilnius (17-18 October 2005) promoting environmenthlaation, ESD and environmental
awareness;
(b) The Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment feurope” (Belgrade, 10-12
October 2007).
31. Greece participates in the following projects: <f-- {Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

(a) The Project of Associated Schools;. in cooperatiitin the lead agency, UNESCO
programmes have been implemented within the framewdheddecade of ESD by 20 of the
80 schools participating in the network

(b) The South-Eastern Mediterranean EnvironmentgeBt (SEMEP), a network of 40
schools. It began as programme of environmental ¢éiduca

(c) The official launching in Athens of the Unitectibns Decade of ESD in the
Mediterranean Area (2005), where the Conventioniscjples were mentioned by tiMoEECC

_ - { Deleted: MoE.

give them the possibility to participate.

The Marine Environment Protection Directorate pde@g constant information the | | Deleted: 1 )

institutions of the Greek shipping industry and othexcsized institutions, shipping centel Hr‘;’ma“ed’ Indent: Left: °~63}

operators eq ELKETHE about international forums imre@tings for the environment to Y TFormatted: Bullets and }
Y Numbering

{Formatted: Font: Bold

32. The contribution of Greece to tsunami relief in $vBaSst Asia, the development - *‘{Formatted: Bullets and }
and humanitarian assistance offered by Greek Statecas and the ever-expanding Numbering

presence of civil society in international assistgmogects show that the awareness of

Greek public opinion has indeed been raised artdhbaview has taken root that our

country must participate and assist countries that fiatural disasters. Greece supports

such initiatives and is participating in the discussialeady taking place within the

5 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultupaganization
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United Nations framework with interventions intendedncrease transparency and

enhance the United Nations monitoring systems, whilkimgats actions more effective. _ - {Deleted: |
33. The Mediterranean Climate Change Initiative In October 2010 the Greek \\\:‘[Formatted: Font: Bold

Government presented the launch of the Mediterranean Climate Change Initiative in " Formatted: Font: Not Bold, Dutch
collaboration with leaders from across the Mediterranean and with the support of the (Netherlands)

U JJ

European Investment Bank. It aims to accelerate the region’s responses to the
impacts of climate change and lead by example the transition to a low carbon

34. During the Hellenic Chairmanship of the Human Security Network® (HSN)

development model,, - ‘{ Formatted: Font: Bold, Font color: Indigo,

English (U.S.)

|

(May 2007-May 2008) Greece chose to focus its activities on the human security
implications of climate change in developing countries. The objective of the Hellenic
Chairmanship was to raise awareness on the impact that changing living conditions,
as a result of climate change, can have on peoples’ security in developing countries,
with a special emphasis on three specifically vulnerable groups, namely women,
children and populations fleeing their homes as a result of climate change.Seeking to
actively contribute to the international dialogue for adequate policy planning to
confront climate change implications on human security, the Hellenic Chairmanship
proceeded, in co-operation with competent International Organizations, to the
elaboration of a number of relevant policy texts. The main findings and policy
proposals of these papers were presented at a High-Level International Conference
(Athens, May 2008) concluding the works of the Hellenic HSN Chairmanship.

35. Many awareness raising events on environmental issues organized by Ministry

of Foreign Affairs. from end 2008 to 2010 ,

Formatted: Font: Bold, Font color: Auto,

36. Cooperation between Greece and nine European ésmifdr the prevention and {E“Q"Sh (UK.)
monitoring of forest fires promoted by tMOEECC , which participated in the

program entitled «European Forest Fire Monitoringn@$nformation Systems -

EFFMIS».

Article 3, paragraph 8

37. There is a complete legal framework in Greece, as@jrenentioned, ensuring the - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

exercise of the rights of the persons under the CdioreThe right of access to
information, is provided and guaranteed by the Guuisin as well as by the
Administrative Procedure Code.

(&) According to Article 461 of the Constitution &@feek citizens are equal before the
law. Citizens have also the constitutional righpadvious hearing. Articles 4 to 25 of the
Constitution provide for the protection of humaghtss, including the free development of one’s
personality and recognition of the value of humamity;

® The Human Security Network (HSN) is an informal international forum in co-operation with international

organizations, civil society and the academia, aiming at raising awareness at the international level regarding new
forms of threats that endanger human security. Member states of the HSN include: Canada, Norway, Switzerland,
Ireland, Austria, Slovenia, Jordan, Mali, Chile, Costa Rica, Thailand, as well as South Africa with observer status.



)

(b) Every act of the State must be in conformity wité law and must also be provided { Formatted: Right
for by a law. According to the opinion of one NGfe environmental NGOs can be critical of
governmental actions, decisions, etc. without reperonsgif there is a real basis for criticism);
(c) The citizens, in the framework of their proteati have several possibilities for
administrative and judicial review as well as actiforsccompensation according to the civil
liability provisions (see art. 9).

IV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 3

38. The obstacles and problems identified and statedebintiolved public authorities | - - {Formatted: Bullets and
. Numbering
are:

(@) Aninflexible timetable, which does not facitdaa relationship between school and
society through active learning;

(b) Incomplete training of educators;

(c) The non-existence of up-to-date relevant edocatimaterials;

(d) The non-existence of institutional framework obperation with NGOs;

(e) Activities of educators and students are on antaty basis (a single-digit number
percentage of educators and students participat®@grgnmes);

(f) Little (insufficient) financial support in thedmework of environmental education;

(g) The implementation of the Convention is a major tseskanding the collaboration
of several ministries and sectors as well as the regioefgctures and local government;

(h) Lack of sufficient resources;

(i)  According to the opinion of one NGO, there isapparent link between issues
relating to access to justice and environmental issugshool curricula. However, it is not yet
clear what these links should be. Through ESD, theldpment of critical thinking of students
could be interpreted indirectly as serving this psgo

| Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
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39. No information was provided under this heading. < [Formamd: Font: Not Bold,
! /| Dutch (Netherlands)
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VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ,’/// Formatted: Font: Not Bold,
ARTICLE 3 ///////{ Dutch (Netherlands)

/////////// { Formatted: Font: Not Bold
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VII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION IN
ARTICLE 4

Relevant definitions

40. Concerning relevant definitions in article 2 and tio@ discrimination requirement- - *{Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

in article 3, see information under article 5 of @enventog. __ - { Deleted: 1

41. No particular difficulties concerning the definitiomsarticle 2 and the "~ { Formatted: Font: 12 pt, English (U.S.)

interpretation and management of the definitiomvieonmental information” were met.
Limited difficulties identified in some cases susttze required annual balance sheet
of a legal person performing public administrativediions under national law and
some difficulties raised concerning the exceptionsiamarticular the identification of
confidentiality of industrial information.

Article 4, paragraph 1

| 42. According to Law 3422/12-12-2005(0JG A 303/2004%blr authorities, in - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

response to a request of environmental information gnsakh information available to
the public including where requested copies ofdtieial documentation containing or
comprising such information. Article 7 of the IMD7B#/653/2006 also stipulates that
public authorities provide copies of the actual doentation upon request and some
exceptions are provided concerning the form or fomhshe required information (see
under art. 4, para. 1 (b); art. 5 of the Adminisit@fProcedure Code, referring to access
to documents (OJG A45/9-3-1999), provides and regukiteilar issues)Jpon
application, the Special Environmental Service dmaddther competent departments
provide in due time the information requested coriogrofficial documents or other
documentation concerning the files on environmentglkict assessment (EIA) and
strategic impact assessment (SEA) submitted to it, as sdaba pablic participation
process has begun. No internal consultation documeckcoing open judicial
procedures is provided.

Avticle 4, paragraph 1 (a) __ - { Formatted: English (UK.)

43. In Greece, access to environmental information ofgergon without having to < - - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

state an interest, is provided first of all under B422/12-12-2005 (OJG A 303/2005).
Access to environmental information of any person etitthaving to state an interest is
also ensured in article 3, paragraph 1, of IMD 11658312006 (OJG B 327/17-3-2006).
According to this article of the above JMD, everyunal or legal person can access
environmental information by submitting a relevanitten request without having to
state an interest. The written request enters thecpaiithority’s register (protocol) under
a certain number and a registration receipt is givehe applicant.

Public Authorities in their majority make availablev&conmental information held by or for
them to any applicant at his request .However duectoof staff and work overload the
deadlines set by law are not always met. As a maingmobnd obstacle is reported lack of
human and other resources (staff and fundindf)a request is formulated in a too general




manner, the public authority asks and assist thecglio a possible degree to specify the
request .

If the information requested is not held by or fae thublic authority to which the request is
addressed , the public authority transfers the redgoidlseé competent authority usually but no
always within 3 days due to limited human resourcesigiorms the applicant accordingly.

As reported by some competent authorities in any cageséed by the public information (ed
on fisheries management measures,) either providiet taitizen all details of official Journal
of Government (OJG)with relevant legislation todide to find it in the National Printing
Office and its official website or provided thecdonent in printed form.

As reported by some regional authorities priorityii®g to access to environmental

information requested in writing or orally at armyun of the operation of the Authority. In that
case processed information is not provided immediatglphly information for the creation of
activities and projects and the approval of envinental conditions of the above activities and

projects

v

44. According to the Constitution (Article 10), the cpetent service or authority is <«
obliged to reply to requests for information andigsuing documents (see art. 3).
According to article 5, paragraph 1, of Law 269@9 %egarding the Administrative

{ Formatted: Right
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Deleted: 1
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Numbering

Procedure Code, every interested person is entiiladdess to administrative documents

by submitting a relevant request. A special inteigestquired only for access to private
documents held by public authorities, on matter cormog the applicant (art. 5, para. 2,
of law 2690/1999). Finally, Directive 2003/98/EC e further use of public sector
information has been incorporated into the Gregilslation by law 3448/2006, providing
the right for further use by persons or legal ergtiiedocuments held by public sector
bodies, for commercial or non-commercial purposes olfar the initial purpose for
which the documents were originally produced.

45. Taking into account those referred in the abovatp@inder art. 4, para. 1) and < |
according to article 4, paragraph. 1 (b), subpaaiys (i) and (ii), of the Convention
ratified by law 3422/2005 and article 3, paragrd@pbf the JIMD 11764/653/2006, the
form or format of the information is supplied as folawvhere an applicant requests a
public authority to make environmental informatiomiable in a specific form or format
(including in the form of copies),the public authpmakes it available unless it is
already publicly available in another form or formadtich is easily accessible by
applicants. Further details on the above issue grdatd under the above JMD (art. 3,
para. 7). |

Article 4, paragraph 2
Legislation and Information provided under this Article, remain the same as itis in the
Report of the previous reporting cycle.

R

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering




Legislation _and Information provided under this _Article, remain the same as itis in the
Report of the previous reporting cycle.

Article 4, paragraph 5

Legislation _and Information provided under this _Article, remain the same as itis in the
Report of the previous reporting cycle.

Article 4, paragraph 8
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VIIl. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 4

46. The obstacles and problems identified by the invopuatdlic authorities are:

(@) Lack of resources (staff, funds for copies etc.); \
(b) Administrative burden due to lack of staff and bessaim some cases request is
general or unreasonable and officials ask and adsésapplicant to specify the requesj or
submit documentation with more details; S
(c) In many cases, due to the complexity and a volointiee requested information, a °
collaboration with other authorities is requingdich is time consuming
{d) _Administration usually informs the applicant withre time limits mentioned .

provided time limits by the public authorities is stateda possible obstacle inthe
implementation of this article.

The obstacles and problems
authorities are

identified and stated by the involved public
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Deleted: <#>The time limits of article 4,

been submitted, unless the volume and the
complexity of the information justify an
extension of this period up to two months.{
1

by article 3, paragraph 3, of the IMD
11764/653/2006. More specifically public
authorities, with regard to any timescale
specified by the applicant, make available

to any applicant at his request, at the latest
thepublic authority or within two months after

complexity of the information is such that the
20-day period cannot be complied with.q
1

<#>In addition, law 2690/1999, the
Administrative Procedure Code (OJG A45/9-
1999), stipulates also in article 4 relevant timg
limits for public authorities (60 days at the
latest) and in article 5 a one-month time limit
after the receipt of the request for informing t
applicant of any rejection of his request.
Additionally, according to the Constitution the|
competent authority is obliged to reply to
requests for information and for issuing
documents, especially certificates,

paragraph 2, of the Convention are met by L4
3422/2005. The environmental information is
made available as soon as possible and at th
latest within one month after the request has

<#>In addition, the aforementioned time limits
of the Convention are fully met (more strictly)

environmental information held by or for then
within 20 days after the receipt of the request|
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(e)Limited difficulties,concerning the interpagibn and management of the definition {F°"“a“ed= Right J
“environmental information” identified in some casgich as the required annual balancge
sheet of a legal person performing public administeaflinctions under national law and
some difficulties raised concerning the exceptionsiamgrticular the identification of
confidentiality of industrial information.

(f) Some authorities noticed that no record is kemiroups of related activities to be
monitored systematically.

(9)By some prefecture authorities is reported lackaferial and tecknical infrastructure
(lack of storage for studies, lack of computers atated programs for creating databases),
lack of electronic filing, increased volume of wakd documents for distribution (at
prefecture level there is a requirement for condigicinvironmental audits).,lack of
communication between the Ministry and Regional $ewyl ack of staff training

(h)According to Ombudsman the main_problems of affeémplementation of the
principles of the Aarhus Convention due in princifglenon suitable infrastracture of these
services to facilitate public access to environmeanfakrmation

(DBy some prefecture authorities is reported as thie wiastacle the time required to

provide environmental information to citizens and tdomplexity of the responsibilities of
the Authority mainly focused on the environmenizghsing of projects and activities. In
most cases information is given orally or by telephoontact and therefore requests are hot
recorded.

(J)By an NGO is reported that the response of theoaities services is better, the more
"senior" are, and as close to the subject of therenwient. Problems enlarge when somegne
seeks environmental information in services with agofitincipal object , and away from
the center [eg, a Municipality]. However,it is refgal that environmental services are
relatively well-acquainted with the Aarhus Conventialthough delays [the workload, etc]
is a problem.A major problem also creates the distanseme areas - for example, to find
an EIS, to travel by the seat of the county, andqaapying a copy in case there is lack of
electronic databases of environmental information .

B { Deleted: | }
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IX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 4

Most departments do not have available statistical. dafew can provide such statistical
information upon requedtiellenic Ombudsman has received a numerous public edmpl
and petitions concerning denial to access to enviratmhanformation affecting almost all
authorities responsible for environmental or planr@nthorization (licensing)of both the
Central Administration and Local Government eg.Deates of Environment and Planning
,Directorates of Development,of Prefectures and Regieadquarters of Ministries ,Urban
municipailities and Regions and supervised institutiondaECC. The investigation of
these petitions, according to Ombudsman indicdtes the main problems of effective
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implementation of the principles of the Aarhus Conwantdue in principle to non suitable _{ Formatted: English (U.K.)

infrastracture of these services to facilitate puaticess to environmental information. -

By an NGO it was reported that it is important to Wn@hat is the number of petitions
received by the central and regional governmermmiironmental information all over
Greece as well as the number of requests for enviramaformation received by the
central and decentralized government all over Gregal its content,but most departments
do not have available statistical data and only adepartments can provide such statistical
information upon request.

p { Deleted: 9
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47. http://et.diavgeia.gov.gr ,www.minagric.gr - {Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

<WWW.ypeka.grwww.ggb.gr.www.agrotikianaptixi.gr _ - - { Deleted: www.minenv.gr
Xl.  LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING

THE PROVISIONS ON THE COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION IN ARTICLE 5
48. Law 3422/2005 provides for collection and dissenamabf environmental <~~~ { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

information. In addition, article 7 of IMD 1176483006 (OJG B 327/17-3-2006),
which transposed Directive 2003/4/EC, also regsléte dissemination of environmental
information through electronic databases and publecommunication networks.

49. The relevant definitions in article 2 and the ndsedmination requirementin <~ - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

article 3 of the Convention are described and metavy 3422/2005, by which the
Convention was ratified. The above article 2 debni$ of the Convention are also met in
article 2 of JIMD 11764/653/2006, which transposect@ive 2003/4/EC.

50. In addition, according to Article 4, paragraphs Bn@ 3, of Constitution <~ { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

(1975/1986/2001), all Greeks are equal before the Greek men and women have equal
rights and equal obligations. All persons possessingubkfigations for citizenship as
specified by law are Greek citizens. Article 5 (ajggraphs 1 and 2 of the Constitution
also states that all persons are entitled to infdomaas specified by law and all persons
are entitled to participate in the Information Stcién addition, law 3304/2005 on the
“implementing of the principle of equal treatmentartjess of racial or ethnic origin,
religious or other beliefs, disability, age or sexarééntation” constitutes a landmark in
the promotion of the principle of equality and fivetection of human rights in Greece.
By this law, two EU Directives were transposed itie Greek legislation: EC Directives
2000/78 and 2000/43 “for the promotion of the priteiof equal treatment and the fight
against discrimination on grounds of race, natiopaléligion or belief, disability, age,
sexual orientation”.

51. There are also two bodies in Greece with similaraesibilities both assigned with - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

combating discrimination in the private sector: tladour Inspectorate (SEPE), whose
competence covers ordinary employment contractsttenequal Treatment Committee
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(ETC) of the Ministry of Justice, whose competence cothes rest of the private sector. { Formatted: Right

The General Secretariat for Equality of the Minigifithe Interior also plays an
important role in the implementation of the prineiplf equal treatment and the gender
equality. At the same time, a Permanent Committee oalEgand on Human Rights as
well as a Permanent Committee on Institutions and ansfrarency operate in the Greek
Parliament.
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Noise monitoring
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¢ Noise measurements from motorcycles
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¢ Measurements from noise control stations
« Noise barriers and implementation bodies
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53. The Nationa) Environmental Informatidtetwork is arhorizontal mechanism for,” E:i;ted"”

the collection and dissemination of data, throughitk&rnet or an intranet, in relation to / / | Anew project is promoted today under the EC
;| Structural Funds for the modernization and

the main environmental sectors (air, water, natuestey emissions, legislation). It - /| extention of the network in order to become
comprisega national repository of environmental data and elaeism for exchanging,/ /| Web-based and to involve more environmental
””””””” ranmantal adminictrativag ey ac weall ac far nravidinA At organizations as active users and more external
data between relevant environmental administrativacses as well as for providing data’ | ijierested people and organizations as viewefs.
!

Most of the data of the system will be availab

to the public. ) e
. . . . : : to the public. It will also include spatial datedan
59 The project for the modernization and extensionhef ietwork was completed earlier this | s.rices providing support for responding with

year _under the E.C. Structural Funds. The systermow Web based involving more err'nlvironmentalfdﬁtatotheINSPIREDirr:ective.
H H ; : [ The content of the system comprises the main
environmental organizations as active users and nexternal interested people and environmental topic areas where the MoE

organisations as viewers. A big part of the datehefdystem is available to the public. It also | collects data éair, wat;er, |nawgal environment,
: . ! — - - - tes, tion, fuels, industry, noise, EIA
includes spatial data and services providing supportegponding with environmental data to | & rice amd aroas siich a wagg?gcgg;;g

the INSPIRE Directive. The content of the Systemceons the main environmental topic areas | ozone-depleting substances, physical plannirlg
: : : etc.). A new functionality will be added, based

where thelvlo_EECC. cpllects data} (air, water, natural env!ronment_, ws@ombustlop, Fuels, on Internet technologies, to faciltate and

Industry, Noise, environmental impact assessment studitaraas like waste recycling, Ozon | encourage electronic submission of EIA studiJes
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Depleting Substances, Physical Planning, etc.). A fumwtionality has been added based on | hich will also provide more visibilty on this
INTERNET technologies to facilitate and encouragectebnic submission of Environmental {F ; .
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(@) Traditional measuring instruments, radar and nu@leneather forecasts;

(b) Identification and mapping of high-risk areas tigio the National Bank of
Hydrological and Meteorological Information, a dagnk in which all the hydrological and
meteorological data measured during the last 10Gyeare been collected and elaborated,
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(c) Development of an effective and reliable earprawng and forecasting system, Formatted: Font: Not Italic,
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citizens in threatened areas;

(d) A national emergency plan for civil protectiocfENOKRATIS), covering the
emergency management before, during and aftetdbd évents. {

(e) Measures linked to public information and awassraising: information for the ’
general public through the media (TV, leaflets, postthe Internet, etc.) on possible roodlng ;
events because of forecasted heavy rains and thunuessiaad on self-protection instructions. !

(fLIn cases endangering the health of the generalgrdititing to fishery products for wh|5£ ,

the Competent Authority is aware, then subsequentfgrined in writing all competen /
Prefectural Fisheries Services, Veterinary Medic@nd Public Health Services as well as t

Formatted: Font: Not Bold,
Not Italic, English (U.K.)

Formatted: Font: Not Bold,
English (U.K.)

{Formatted English (U.K.)

Formatted Indent: Left: 0.63

Formatted: Font: Not Italic
Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

g
{ Deleted: es
il

[
§
'/ ( Deleted: minenv
i

//,

fishing operators in the regign. }

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

Deleted: including the
maximum

o G Jo e U J JC J . .

[ Deleted: Tri

)

! Deleted: With respect to air
57. _Concerning air quality in the city of Athens, anioalsystenis regularly providng«'| ' /',| pollution alarm phases, see
1, 11| information provided under articlg

information on the measurement values of a serieslhftaiots, as well as on pollutants | /| 5, paragraph 1 (c) of the
I ? .
exceeding basic standards and potential announced regasu |11/ | Convention
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58. Public information is distributed in the following way < |,, i Numbering
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(@) By fixed phone message (tel. Nr. 1448, three agessper day); /,”,’ /’/ ;“,’ ggvti?gnsr:qa;ﬁto(;tr?.esméarfsrannexes I
(b)  Through the Internet (wwwpeka,gr) in Greek and English on daily basis: u‘u /| @nd Il of the Water Framework

ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff Directive) as well as an
(i) Analytical description of the air quality sitiat maxand averagepollutant /|, informatiZJn related to the
values for the present day and the previous one; /1/ || implementation of water-related
.. . [ EU legislation are or will be
(i) Extended presentation of ozone exceedance; 11"/ | available to the public. A related
(iii) 3-monthly and yearly reports. /| || website, being developed by the
********************************************************** y Central Water Agency, will serve
/ as an active information and
<l V discussion forum. It will include
national reports and any other
! related documentation or
information (data, maps, etc.).
A[tﬁlCJ@ﬁi p arag raﬁhf 3 ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff %/ Furthermore, several workshops
\ are or will be organized at the
N regional or national levels]
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Authority for Energy (RAE) after completion of reww of such decision$éLaw \w\ fDeleted= The
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(D.MoMAIF is creating an information system (welsithat gives details on all applications
for permits relating to the introduction of alienlocally absent species in accordance with the
Regulation (EC) 535/2008 .(under development)

(m) National Information System for Energy:(NISE).The purpose ofNISE of (MoEECC)
is to develop infrastructure for energy informationvass to the public and the creation of a
tool to support decision making on Enerqgy Policy BtahningThe main sections of
NISE.include:related to energy agencies, legislation, stasd. It comprises of : a) Aathbase
descriptive information b.)A geographic Information System(GIS)and c)A Database

Statistical information.

(n) On the official site www.epperaa.gr _published @merational Programmes EPPER and
EPPERAA, (Operational Programme for Environment apdr@tional Programme for

Environment and Sustainable development), annuattgpovitations , notices announcements !

as well as environmental legislation.

(0)The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, (directorate Y3-2,) handles Greece’s relations with the
OECD Development Assistance Committee. It maintainsth&al statistical database on !
development assistance provided by Greece and sendsdistatistical data to the !
Development Assistance Committee, in fulfilment of thentods obligation. YDAS-2 also |
draws up the Annual YDAS Report, which is submitethie Parliament, as well as other ,
publications, such as Greec€sentribution Towards Attaining the Millennium Develagrh |
Goals

p) Program “Diavgeia”(Clarity )enhancing transpanretidtough mandatory display on the
internet and disclosure of decisions and acts of adtration. (Law 3861/2010 GG |
112/13.7.2010 Issue A) |

Regular posting on the official site of tMoEECC (www.ypeka.gr) and in Aarhus Clearing \\‘
House Mechanism of various Reports submitted to ElOwing relevant reporting obligations
on the basis of respective national laws. (EC Divesttransposed in the Greek legislation, !
ratified international environmental Conventions amdtilateral agreements).
The national state-of-the-environment report (2008pleted) posted on the official site of the
National Center of Environment and Sustainable Dgratnt.(www.ekpaa.gr)

62. The daily Reporbn Air Pollution Levels indicates the air pollution as reported
by the Ministry’s measuring stations in Attica and Of@agBoeotia prefecture). L
Information is also given in case of exceedance oPtiidic Information and Alarm \
levels. Athens Air pollution daily report availablis@on the INTERNET.Annual Report!
on “Air Pollution in Athens-2006" available also @me INTERNET.Published the report’
"Air Pollution in Athens-2009" -- --
A planned project “on evaluation of environmentaised, will produce noise maps of Athens,
Municipality (Competition will be launched early 2D1 A Project for mapping of noise in the |,
Airport,of Athens and relevant action plans. ( coetedl ) Under Directive 2002/49 on the
evaluation and management of environmental noise W3 gmmpetitions will be launched in
2011 (5 competitions for the region, 6 for Athend &nfor Thessaloniki)

\\ internal control of the landfill siteg
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| An overview of current and

1| planned activities, initiatives and
events includes:q

In the framework of
implementation of EC Directive
2002/49:9

(i) . A planned project on
evaluation of environmental noise,
which will produce noise maps of|
Athens Municipality
(implementation in 2008);1

(i) - An ongoing project for
mapping of noise from of Athens

(b) - A survey on packaging sector
and packaging waste —
development of a database
(completed in 2007);1

(c) - A survey on electric and
electronic equipment sector and
waste of electric and electronic
equipment — Report and database
development (ongoing);
(d) . A survey on construction and

and demolition waste produced in
Greece — Report and database
development (ongoing);

(e) . An inventory of the
uncontrolled dumpsites in Greece
— report and database developme
(completed in 2005); 1

(f) - A national hazardous waste
management plan (JMD
8668/2007 (OJG 287/B/2-3-2007
completed in 2007));1
(9) - A national health-care waste
management plan (ongoing);{
(h) - A national plan for the
management of biological sludge
(Project at allocation procedure),
(ongoing); T
(i) - A guidance document for the

(completed in 2006);1
() - A guidance document for the

\ | and occupational safety (circular
\ i -
| under preparation; com(”_ 517
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Environmental data in Greece is collected and preckeisscompliance with EU Leqgislation on
environmental reporting obligations, in relevaninfiats and with the use of standard and state-
of-the-art scientific methods and technical solutions.

Artlcle 5, paragraph 5 |

| 63. See above under article 5, paragraphs 1 to 4.

Article 5, paragraph 6 Y

n

Q\\
\

| 64. Programmes, inter alia, for the funding of severghaizations for EMAS
registration and 1SO14001 certification as well aglierawarding of the Eco-label are‘
being implemented under the third CSF. MinisteriatiBien 15624/1025/2004 prowdes‘,
for funding for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMiEsJoes Ministerial Decision |
24378/2233/2006 for SMEs as well as industrial @it enterprises. In addition, there
are no fees for EMAS registration. Under the scheih&MAS-registered organlzatlons I
submit regularly updated environmental statementdyding, inter alia, the
environmental impact of their activities and products.

55 in December 200Th September 2010 total number of Emas reqisterétiesnivas 68 and oﬁ \
Emas recnstered S|tes was ERGglstered organlzatlons come from dlverse busmess areas, n it

label.An increasing interest from businesses has been notic&Dasnferprises have been
included in the latest round of the pertinent cathe Operational Programme
“Competitiveness” of the third CSH.aw 3325/2005 encourages companies from the Attica \\w‘ M

region whose operation carries significant environtalegffects to establish and achieve EMA$ \[ Deleted: ry
[Deleted: has been

or ISO14001 certification by 2010. \\\\\\\

\
\

The active records of tR®iropean Eco-Labeh Greece currently include 37 companies
and 278 products. The eco-label awarded by the AS#&Qhe following cateqgories: \\\
1. paints and varnishes and outdoor2. Detergemagiresses4. Textiles
The mark is also awarded in 9 hotels (accommoda&orce).

" Environmental Management Scheme.
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\ Information. This project aims at the | T52]

)

Deleted: <#>Overview of current and planne
activities, initiatives, dates and frequencies of]
reports:{
Regular response to the European Commissi
Reporting Obligations is being continued on t|
basis of respective national laws. Among thes
some specific issues are:f
1

(@) In the framework of the new Law 3199/9-1

d

pn
ne

2003 (OJG 280A/2003) on water protection and

the sustainable management of the water
resources, followed by the PD 51/8-3-2007,

with which the EU Water Framework Directive

(2000/60/EC) is transposed into the national
legislation, some of the relevant activities
concerning environmental information are:{
(i) A project on supporting actions regarding
Water Framework Directive implementation,
including, inter alia, the drafting of a national
guidance describing specific actions in every
River Basin District (RBD) (ongoing). 1

(i) Implementation of the Water Framework
Directive’s articles 5 and 6 and annexes II-IV|

The Central Water Agency, aiming to reporting

to the EC through the WISE system on the
following topics: characterization of each RBL
analysis of anthropogenic pressures and
impacts, determination of reference condition
economic analysis of water uses, registration
protected areas (ongoing);{

(iii) A project for the development of a new
monitoring network for inland surface (rivers,
lakes), transitional, coastal and ground waters
including the development of monitoring
programmes for biological quality parameters|

B,

o
=

and assessment/classification of their ecological

quality (ongoing); T

(iv) An annual report on the quality of bathing
waters; |

(v) Project for the update of the National
Databank of Hydrological and Meteorological

|| Deleted: <#>The Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
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M it \\ u [ Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

[ Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

Deleted: environmental services

Deleted: have been

Deleted: has

Deleted: was

i
il
iy
th
i

\\‘ Deleted: during which the

w[ Deleted: original

[Deleted In the meantime, e

o U 0 U U U U U )




Page 25| - {Deleted: ECE/MP.PP/IR/ZOOB/%
RCY|

-

11. GPP in Greecdsreece is currently in the process of undertaking its first steps towards the
development of a National Action Plan on Green Public Procurement (GPP)and associated policy. Ministry
for the Environment Energy and Climate Change oversees the process from design to implementation of
the NAP.An interministerial committee established ,responsible for the development and implementation of
the NAP on GPP in Greece. Representatives from academic sector, NGOs and private sector can be
invited in the meetings, ,

-

Ministry of Regional Development and Competitivenesmounced the following financing

Programmes supporting enterprises in the Framewated?Project Competitiveness and
Enterprises (ESPA 2007-2013)Yhe Programme Green Enterprise 2009t focuses on the

inclusion of environmental dimension and policy by Miand SMEs (enterprises)2. The

Programme Green Infrastracture2009: It focuses on the management of waste by the

enterprises in order to guide Micro and SMES toirti@lementation of sustainable manageme

of waste.

Article 5, paragraph 7

65. Selected data from databases of the above mentionedrenental fields (air
quality, air emissions, water quality and quantity uistty, emissions from stationary

websiteof the MOEECOn the section on the National Environmental Infation

Network (see art. 5, para. 1 (a)). |

66. The Cartagena Protocol, which was ratified throwayh 3233/2004 (OJG A 51/1&|
2-2004), provides for a Biosafety Clearing House Meism. Actions being taken for

challenge (see eco-labelling of products under apata. 3).

Article 5, paragraph 9
Reaqistry of emissions’ trading allowance$Greenhouse Gas EmissioAllowances)

TheNational Center for Environment and Sustainable Dmprakent (NCESDin collaboration
with the Emmissions Trading Office of (MoEECC) estaldbland maintain a register to recor
the precise issue, holding, transfer and cancelladioine GHG emissions’trading allowances.|
(JMD 54409/2632/27-12-2004 (OJG 1931 B 2004 transipasif Directive 2003/87/EC as
amended by Directive 2004/101/EC)The registry i®ssible to the users only, through:
https://registry.ekpaa.gr/crwebekpaaproduction/startdq.It also provides information to the
public, at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/et©ant.do and
https://reqistry.ekpaa.gr/crrepekpaaproduction/epfitttm
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Inventories of GHG Emmissions (annual) provide information on emissions of GHG and other gases
from energy production and transport, industrial processes, solvent and other products, agriculture, waste
and use changes land and forestry. The inventory describes the methods for calculating emissions,
presented activity data and emission factors used and calculate the uncertainty in the estimation of
emissions.The annual national inventories submitted each A@rito the Secretariat of the
Convention on Climate Change , cover emissions fro®® 1@ntil two years prior to submission.

National reports(communications)are a requirement of our country to the Secretariat of the Convention
on Climate Change and submitted at specified intervals specified by the Secretariat of the Convention.
Include state policies and measures pursued by individual countries to reduce emissions and actions to
raise awareness and education on climate change and the description of adaptation measures.
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Emissions Monitoring and Reporting According to JMD 54409/2632/2004, the operator of any facility /’//[ Fleld Code Chan_ged
shall a._monitor greenhouse gas emissions from the installation and b. provide information on emissions of ' [ Formatted: Engsh (UK.
GHG and other gases from energy production and transport, industrial processes, solvent and other L e e e ot 50 gk
products, agriculture, waste and use changes land and forestry. ¢. submit to Emissions Trading Office an /|| emissions), the National Centre for Environment

. . . A e . . I'/) 1| and Sustainable Development (NCESD) was
audited report prepared in accordance with the principles of monitoring and reporting requirements. J/!" 1| made responsible for the operation of the
1| registry according to JIMD 54409/2632/27-12

European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER)IN the framework of Directive 96/61/EC |/ | | 2004 (903G 1631 B 2004), which was transposed
concerning integrated pollution prevention and aar(iPPC), and the European Pollutant ' | | 2003/87/Ecas amended by Directive
Emission Register (EPER), two reports were draftedrandered in pubic _(Reports EPER | | 2004/101/ECI

land 2)in the years 2004 and 2006 with statisticalimvehtory data.Most important industries |

'/ The institutional framework for the management
in Greece monitor continuously the main_pollutanissions aiming at enhancing the relevant Eﬁsusﬁgsgf}g afgi:;e ;}i&v‘;‘;@gjheagfngeﬁf

inventories of the country . The E-PRTR is an extamsif the EPER, providing reporting on ‘/ concluded with the setting up of the Bureau f
additional activities and pollutants, and releasgkifants into the ground for waste (hazardous ﬁ?gg‘;gut’fg isa:i:nng;zﬁfgftggagfgggs'g;ﬁse
or otherwise) other facilities and releases frofugé sources. In addition, provides an annualv/ management to the above-mentioned NCESD.
submission of information, as opposed to every threesymaunder EPER.On 31-3 - each year The Greek Registry has started to operate sirjce

=

MoEECC gives releases and waste for about 150 units (fasllito EC that fall under its ! él’;‘iﬁ?;’?,gﬁ.! Eé’eﬁ'{;ﬁ;ﬁ,’i,iﬁirf'n’lﬁﬂth?é?ie

obligations according to the Regulation . ! ;aW-‘"

X ! With_ respect to the Europeqn Pollut_ant EmiSj‘ion
Xll. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5 | Register (EPER), the following applies. Withi

\ the framework of Directive 96/61/EC
\ concerning IPPC and the EPER, two reports

67. Possible problems may occur from: « \\ were drafted and rendered in pubic (Reports
— W EPER 1and 2) in 2004 and 2006 with statistigal
' \\ and ir}venltory data from the implemgntqtion of
(a) Delayed flow of information to the central adisiration; x g:-‘egg:ig‘::m ’\Lj'gj;'ymrgg;‘ft‘g? Itﬂiu;tz;ﬁf in
. . . [
(b) Delays in rendering of reports and data to tHalipu 1| pollutant emissions, aiming to enhance the
( C ) Lack of staff . .\ | relevant inventories of the country. The

V| European Pollutant Release and Transfer

. . . . o L Register (E-PRTR), which replaced the EPER
(d) By some authorities reported no systieraad continuous maintaining of records | \\ gom tlhe zogggg%%rgnghperiod 8nwards_f_(Eé:
Because of the fragmentary nature, either senidsutisne limits or is of medium quality. | Regulation ). has not been ratified ypt{
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68. In the framework of the Environmental Accounts—Stis and Sustainable . % D::t:d_ , %
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69. In cooperation with Eurostat, the NAMEA accountsd emissions and energy are - -

being established (General Secretariat of NatiStetistical Service, annual data for five
years).

70. A project is being implemented to produce estimati@garding forest accounts, «J{ - - 1 Formatted: Tabs: Not at 1

according to the Eurostat methodology, in the framrkwbthe Environmental Accounts

programme (General Secretariat of National StatlsEeavice, annual data for five years).

XIV. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 5

71. www.ypeka,gr — Ministry of Environment Energy and Climate Change (MoEECEC)- { Formatted: Bullets and
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www.ekpaa.gr National Centre for the Environment and SustdeBlevelopment;
www.mfa.gr— Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

www.noa.gr— National Observatory of Athens;

www.okxe.gr— Hellenic Mapping and Cadastral Organization;
www.minenv.gr/medeuwt EU Water Initiative/Mediterranean Component;
www.minenv.gr/3/31/313/31303/g3130304.hianld http://www.organismosathinas.g¢/
Organization for Planning and Environmental Protectf Athens;
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XVIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIONOFT HE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6

No statistical data is available.

Through the website ‘Open Governance’ citizenskmimformed on the legislative initiatives
of the Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climateahe and participate in public
consultation (see more under article 8)

In compliance with theJMD 11014/703/20080JG 338/2003) , Preliminary Environmental
Impact Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessmelngd@tquaculture operations are
forwarded to the Directorate of Aquaculture anéi Waters, by the competent Office of
MoEECC , for an opinion.

These studies are also transmitted by MoEECC, etedhcerned Prefecture Councils to
acquaint and inform the citizens and their repregam bodies (for the Preliminary
Environmental Impact Assessment) and publicizing the aadepinion (for the Environmental

Impact Studies).

The submitted preliminary environmental impact assesit referred to the Rules of Licensing
of Production and Supply of Electricity (D5/IL/V/AT7951,G.G.. 1498/A.8-12-2000) provided
in the permit stage of production and thereforepaot of the environmental licensing of
establishments which follow the license productiothdugh before the opinion of the Energy
Regulatory Authority (RAE), there is the possibilityalbjections which take into account both
the Authority and the Minister.Finally summariedioénses production are displayed on

program clarity.
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www.biodiv-chm.gr — Site of Clearinghouse Mechanism of BiodiversityGreece;
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XIX. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONS MADE FOR THE PUBLIC TO { Formatted: English (U.K.)
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Legislation and Information provided under this _Article, remain the same as itis in the
Report of the previous reporting cycle.




,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ION OF
POLICIES RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7
Leqgislation and information under this headiemain the same as it is in the Report of
previous reporting cycle

74. Participatory processes can take a lot of time aniemaffecting the timely
implementation of the EU Water Framework Directigey( possible delays, potential

changes in the plans). Another obstacle is a l&pkiblic ability and willingness to
participate.

XXIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF

THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7

local-scale projects and is responsible for the design of the Regional Waste Management System
(P.E.S.D.A)).

i
Experience to date, no recorded problems and obstacles to information and public participation,

The provisions of Law 2742/1999 on Sp&iahning and Sustainable Develor;r}\éhf iar
4) to involve non-governmental organizationenvironmental decision-making within the

National Council for Planning and Sustaiedbevelopment - informing the public on
urban planning through the public consultation

Through the website ‘Open Governance’ aitizean be informed on the legislative

initiatives of the Ministry of Environment, EnerggdaClimate Change and participate in publ
consultation (see more under article 8)
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XXIV. EFFORTS MADE TO PROMOTE EFFECTIVE PUBLIC PARTICIPATI
DURING THE PREPARATION BY PUBLIC AUTHORITIES OF EXECUTIVE
REGULATIONS AND OTHER GENERALLY APPLICABLE LEGALLY BINDING
RULES THAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8
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In October 2009 was established in Greece the Greek Open Gomment Initiative . In order
to ensure the diffusion of information and to inv®hll citizens and stakeholders in the decision
making mechanism, a website has been created, ghénopiportunity for participation on the
consultation of draft laws , ministerial decisions.€he Opengov.gr has been designed to ser

ve

\

\
N
N

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

Formatted: Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt, English (U.S.)

{ Formatted

Deleted: 1
Page Break

\\

[64]

Formatted: Font: Times New
Roman Bold, Bold, All caps

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

{ Formatted: Default Paragraph

Font

Deleted: minenv.

Formatted: Font: Not Bold,
English (U.K.), Not All caps

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
s
|
|

|

|

)

|




| Page 30 - { Deleted: ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/GRCY

o ‘[Formatted: Portuguese (Brazil)

the principles of transparency, deliberation, calalbion and accountability and includes three
initiatives:

Electronic deliberation. Since October 2009 almost every piece of draft latigsl, or even
policy initiative by the government, are posted pegov.gr, open to public consultation.
Citizens and organisations can post their comments, stige and criticisms article-by-article.

Since Octover 2009 until November 2010 a total nemath 22 acts (draft laws,executive
technical requlations,JMD and policy initiatives)tioé Ministry of MOEECC were sent by the
Ministry to opengov site for public consultation .y the period of the public consultation
7007 comments were sent by the members of the publjgetogov site.

Since October 2009 until November 2010 a total Imemwof 110 acts ((draft laws,executive
technical requlations,JMD and policy initiatives)dfthe Ministries were also sent by the
Government for public consultation to opengov site.

Law 3861/2010 (112/13.7.2010 Gazette, Issue A) arayrBm “Diavgeia”(Clarity) established
mandatory display on the internet and disclosurel afegisions and acts of administration, thus
enhancing transparency on government actions.

Since 1991 MD 70000/1380/1991 (B 480) establishedbli€ity in the acts of MOEECC.”

77. By an NGo was asked how many visits recorded and with what object on the portals of +~ - {Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

administration Since this comment was very lately submitted could not be investigated and
included in the present report . Nevertheless there are detailed data already included in this
report concerning the number of visits and comments of the public participating in
consultations with every Ministry on opengov.gr where there are detailed records of the content
of comments.

78. By a member of the public it was highlighted the importance of site “OpenGov.gr” and
the programme “clarity * and its effective contribution to public participation and transparency
as well as the establishment of the separate MoEECC.
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79. Some indicative cases of public participation uratécle 8, apart from the cases . Deleted: and not as a general institutionaliz
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(@) According to Law 1650/86 for the protectiortioé environment, for the designation
of protected areas, a Specific Environmental Stut5{Ss a prerequisite. After its completion,
the SES is approved and then, together with the kgiElation text for the designation of the
area is available in public. Comments are incorporatetithen the legislative text is signed by
the competent Ministers;

(b) According to Laws 1650/86 and 2742/99, 27 Managygt Bodies have been
established in protected areas of Greece coveringxippately 1.7 million ha. Administrational



Councils of these bodies are composed by represergatfcentral, regional and local
authorities, representatives of local stakeholdersigspresearchers and NGOs. Management
Bodies are entitled to draft regulations for admmatsbn and functioning for their areas.

XXV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE

80. No information was provided under this heading.

/

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE

XXVI.
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 8

81. No information was provided under this heading.

XXVII. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 8 ’

WWW. OPeNgov. 8¥

http://diavgeia. gov. gr/
1y

http://et.diavgeia.gov.gr

LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMEN  TING |

XXVIII.
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ARTICLE 9
Legislation and Information provided under Article, 9 on acess to justice,

remain the same as it is in the Report of the previg reporting cycle. |
Concerning fees in the judicial procedure will incease through the new law that comes |

into force in 2011.

XXIX. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 9

82. According to the opinion of an NGO, there is a iietascarcity of resources for « |

access to justice.

XXX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9
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<#>Law 1650/86 on the protectio|
of the environment as amended b
Law 3010/2002 and implemented
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83. The president of the court may at the applicant'siestj exempt poor litigants <~ - - ( Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

from the duty to pay stamp fees and the deposit Bstibmission of an application if it
is deemed that the applicant is in poor financiadéion. In addition, Law 3226/2004
(OJG A24/2004) provides for legal aid for poor ktids in cases of civil, commercial and
criminal law.

84. A small number of guasi-judicial recourses at adstiation level submitted <~ - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

before the above Special Committee in the Minisfrinterior for the modification or
reconsideration of the acts or omissions of a Publihétity regarding public access to

environmental informatiop. __ - { Formatted: English (U.S.)

Hellenic Ombudsman,as reported, has receavadmerous public complaints and petitions
concerning denial to access to environmeénfiatmation.

XXXI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 9

85. www. Ministryof justice. gr — Ministry of Justice; www. ste. gr — **”"[ﬁﬁmaﬁed:BNb&aﬂdNumbﬂMg

Council of State;
www. dsa. gr — Athens Bar Association; www. synigoros. gr — Hellenic Ombudsman
www. minenv. gr/eyep — Hellenic Environmental Inspectorate.

XXXIl. CONTRIBUTION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTIONT O
THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT OF EVERY PERSON OF PRESENT AND
FUTURE GENERATIONS TO LIVE IN AN ENVIRONMENT ADEQUATE TO HIS OR

HER HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

86. The Convention’s implementation constitutes an importey forward in the <~ - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

efforts of the international community to ensure a swabde environment for future
generations. Greece believes that the existencmefftames, practical implementation
measures and the possibility for Governments to workhegevith civil society provide
the foundations for effective environmental protecti

- { Formatted: English (U.K.)

XXXII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENT __ ING
THE PROVISIONS ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS PURSUANT TO
ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis

Answer:The European Union directive that refers to thébedehte release of GMOs into the
environment (2001/18/EC), was incorporated intormational law with IMD 38639/2017/21-9-
2005 (GG 1334/21-9 -2005). This directive requlalesdeliberate release of GMOs both for
research purposes and for placing on the market yalwih a focus on the protection of the
environment and human health. According to JMD as G&bemp Authority responsible for the
deliberate release of GMOs for research and developpuepbses has been designated the
Ministry for Environment Energy and Climate Changd @ompetent Authority responsible for
the deliberate release of GMOs for placing on theket is the Ministry of Rural Development
and Food. In addition, Articles 12 and 27 of the giith provides a clear process for public
consultation and access to information. Article fithe above JMD provides for public
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participation regarding their placing on the maiffet commercial use).

Note that under this JIMD not submitted a request (natibn file) to Ministry of Environment (
YPEKA) for experimental cultivation of GMOs andetiefore is not available for public
consultation and participation in decision makinigigrly, not submitted a request for
cultivation of GMOs to Ministry of Rural Developmesmid Food for placing on the market
purposes . In addition JMD 11642/1943/2002 which wassd Directive 98/81 regarding
contained use of Genetically modified microorgarsigGMMSs),also provides in Article 12 fo
public participation. Labeling and traceability®MOs are also provided by EU Requlation
1830/2003.

B. As to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, ratifig L.3233/2004 (Gazette 51/ A"/
18.2.2004),in article 23 of the Protocol ,publitommation and participation procedures are
provided to support the requirements of paragraph&ttale 6 of the Convention.

XXXIV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis ,

No available information

XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis,

No available information

XXXVI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTAT ION OF
ARTICLE 6bis

The list of authorised genetically modified orgarssamd the exact scope of authorisation is i
the reqister of GM food and feed in the EU, onghe:

www.ec.europa.eu/food/dyna/gm_register/index_en.cfm
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The following report is submitted on behalf of GREECE in accordance with decision 1/8

Name of officer responsible for



submitting the national report: Angeliki Tsachali-K alogirou

Signature: Angeliki Tsachali-Kalogirou

Date: 8/12/2010

IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

Please provide the following details on the origiof this report

Party: GREECE
National Focal Point

Full name of the institution: MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY AND
CLIMATE CHANGE (Department of International Relations and EU Affairs.)

Name and title of officer: ANGELIKI TSACHALI- KALOGIROU , LAWYER

MARIA PEPPA, HEAD OF DEPARTMENT.

Postal address: 15 Amaliados str, 115-23 Athens , Greece
Telephone:+30-210-6465762, +30-210-6411717
Fax:+30-210-6434470

E-mail:ang. tsachali@tmeok. minenv. gr

Contact officer for national report (if different): not applicable



Report submitted on behalf of GREECE in accordane with decision 1/8

Question 1



Provide brief information on the process by whiais report has been prepared, including
information on which types of public authoritiesrereonsulted or contributed to its
preparation, on how the public was consulted amngl liee outcome of the public consultation
was taken into account and on the material whick wsed as a basis for preparing the
report.

Answer:

Regarding the process by which this report has peepared, the Hellenic Ministry for the
Environment, Energy and Climate Change ,
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Physical Planning and Public Works
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,Competent Bodies and NGOs have also been congaltéte completion of this report.:
Department of International Relations and EU ABalBpecial Service for the Environment,
Environmental Planning Directorai@ureau ofNational Network for Environmental
Information ,Control of Air Pollution and NoisarBctorate, Central Water Servicgpecial
Service of Managing the Competitive Project “Enmmeent and Sustainable
Development” (EPPER),Spatial Planning Directordaan Planning Directorate ,
Directorate for Special Upgrading Projecishe National Centre of Environment and
Sustainable Development, and the NGO,s Mediterrahdarmation Office.(MIO-ECSDE)
aswellas .................
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,through the Department of International Relatiand EU Affairs, has invited the
following Public Authorities for consultation ancbntribution to the preparation of the
present report: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mitig of ?National Education and Religious



Affairs, Ministry of Development, Ministry of Intesr Public Administration and
Decentralisation ,Ministry of Justice, Ministry Biral Development and Food, Ministry of
Mercantile and of Aegean and Island Policy. Hetdd~ood Authority (EFET), and
Additionally the following departments of the Msiriy of the Environment, Energy and
Climate Change
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Recent reports of the Ministry for the EnvironméMPEKA),such as the recent
report to EU on directive 2003/4 on public acdessnvironmental information,
recent studies, as well as relevant inputs of Buklithorities(included the Regional
ones) to the parallel OECD environmental perforoeareview preparation,
concerning issues of this Report, have also be&entinto consideration.

The above participation included, ?a consultatiemnaa of appr.12 weeks, before the
first draft is available on the Internet, by e-Maihd where necessary with
clarifications meetings and discussions. ?Afterdbmpletion of the first draft, it was
displayed for public consultation on the Websitéhaf Ministry of Environment for 4
weeks. Additionally a special e-mailbox has bseinup for the public and NGOs to
submit comments on the contents of the questiom@aid on the first draft of the
Report .Submitted comments ,have been integratecis@ns 1/8 and 11/10 on
reporting were taken into consideration and whessible the recommendations of
the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee. Sihtthe first report of Greece,
it was difficult to meet due time frames but effoviere made to meet the quality
requirements of the information included in thepBrt.

Question 2 (optional):

Reportany particular circumstances that are relevant for enstanding the report, e.g.
whether there is a federal and/or decentralizedsien-making structure, whether the
provisions of the Convention have a direct eff@airuits entry into force, or whether
financial constraints are a significant obstacleingplementation (optional).

According to Article 101 of the Constitution thenainistration of the State is
organised in accordance with the principle of daedisation. Regions constitute
, another level of administrative organisationyied by law Besides according
to article 102 of the Constitution the administna of local affairs belongs to the
local government agencies. The first level of laggavernment ( the
municipalities and the communes) has been alsbledied. Finally relevant
laws provide for the second level of local governiméhe prefecture government
whose authority extends to the territory of all kbeal government agencies of a
prefecture.

“Kallikratis”(L.3852/10 OJG 87/7 -6-2010)the firlgvel of local government that

consists of local municipalities and the secawel of local government that consists of



13 Regionsthe State decentralization was alsbledtad that consists of 7
decentralized administrations,as well as the mgrgi some municipalities and
communities and the abolition of prefecture gaweent .13 governors are elected for
13 Regions .This law comes into force on 1-1-2011

International treaties and Conventions such as the Aarhus Convention

require, according to article 28 of the Constitution , a national law
voted by the Parliament , through which they are ratified and are not
applied
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directly or have a direct effect upon its entry into force. Greece
ratified the Aarhus Convention at the end of 2808 thus became a Party to the
Convention.(see more under Article 3) Besidesfanthe purpose of a better
understanding of this report, it should be ndted the implementation of Aarhus
Convention in Greece is generally based on EUdDues which have already been
transposed into national law.(see more under Artc)

Article 3

List legislative ,regulatory and other measures thaimplement the general
provisions in paragraphs 2,3,4,7 and 8 of article.3

Explain how these paragraphs have been implemented. In particular,
describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 2,measures taken to ensure that officials and
authorities assist and provide the required guidance;

(b) With respect to paragraph 3,measures taken to promote education and
environmental awareness;

(c) With respect to paragraph 4,measures taken to ensure that there is
appropriate



recognition of and support to associations, organizations or groups
promoting environmental

protection;

(d) With respect to paragraph 7,measures taken to promote the principles of
the

Convention internationally;

1) Measures taken to coordinate within and betwaenstries to inform
officials involved in other relevant internatiorfatums about article 3,
paragraph 7, and the Almaty Guidelines, indicatulgther the measures
to coordinate are ongoing;

(i) Measures taken to provide access to infornmatibthe national level
regarding international forums, including the stagewhich the access to
information was provided,;

(iif) Measures taken to promote and enable pulditigipation at the
national level with respect to international foruagy. inviting NGO
members to participate in the Party’s delegationsternational
environmental negotiations or involving NGOs inrfong the Party’s
official position for such negotiations) includitige stages at which the
access to information was provided;

(iv) Measures taken to promote the principles ef@onvention in the
procedures of other international forums;

(v) Measures taken to promote the principles of@bavention in the
work programmes, projects, decisions and othertanbge outputs of
other international forums;

(e) With respect to paragraph 8,measures taken to ensure that persons
exercising

their rights under the Convention are not be penalized, persecuted or
harassed.

ANSWER:



(a) In Greece there is a complete legal framewogklaging access to
environmental information and generally accessformation and ensuring that
officials and authorities assist and provide #guired guidance.

The Convention on access to information ,publi¢gipi@ation in decision- making
and access to justice in environmental matters@&a@onvention) of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), vedgied by the Greek
Parliament in December 2005 through Law 3422/1-2Q@5 (Official Journal of
the Government A 303 /2005 ) According to Article&@ 9( a) of the Joint
Ministerial Decision(JMD) 11764/653/2006 (OJG 32¥B3-2006) through
which the Directive 2003/4/EC ,on public accessrwironmental information
was transposed, officials are required to supp@rpublic in seeking access to
informationypeka.radically recently.l

ENHMEPQZXZH ENENAYTQN



Adciodotiki EGEMISn  E1d1Kd BépaTa

‘Epywv ATE - Texvohoyiwv

Mntpwa Avavewoipwy
Mnywv Evépyeiag

Torro6énon ®/B
ouaTNUATWY UEXPI
100kW o€ ynmeda mou
oev Bpiokovral o€
oaoo¢ n o€ 6QaIKn
EKTQON, O€ PéQ, aTov
aryiaAo6 f v mapalia,
o€ kaBopiouévo
apxaloAoyikd xwpo n
0¢€ mEPIoXN amoAdrou
2roixeia e€éhiéng mpoaoTaciag me
épywv AlE Quang.

Me gT6Y0 TNV evnuépwaon
TWV EVOIOPEPOUEVWV VIOl
TNV 00€1000TIKN EEENIEN
Twv épywv AlE ava
TeXvoAoyia kai pe
eCe1bikeuan yia 1a
QwroBoATaika cugTuara,
KoTaypdgovTal Ta OXETIKG
oTolxeia ot ivakeg ol
otroiol Ba avavewvovral,
o€ TTPWTo OTAdIO, avd

TPiNVO.

H cuhoyn Twv aToIxEiwy
yiveTal o€ guvepyaaia g
Ymnpeoiag AT1.E. pe T
PuBuioTikr Apxn
Evépyelag (PAE), Tov
AiayeipioTs) EAMAnvikoU
ZuoThuarog Metagopdc
HAekTpIkng Evépyeiag
(AEZMHE) ka1 Toug
Alayeipiotég AikTUou Kal
Aikt0ou Mn
Alaouvdedepévv Nnoiwv.

New service: Licensing of Production of Electricity from Renewable Energy Sources (RES) by the
Regulatory Authority for Energy (RAE), after review by them.



According to Article 2, paragraph 2 of Law 3851/2010 (which replaces Article 3, paragraph 2 of Law 3468/2006), the
Investor Service for RES projects registered with the decisions of licensing production electricity from renewable
energy issued by the Regulatory Authority for Energy (RAE) after completion of review of such decisions.

The inclusion of any decision of the RAE in the register, held when completed the review of any submitted application.

Permits Register September-October 2010.

Néa urmpeaia: Xopriynan Adeiwv lNMapaywyns HAekTpikn¢ Evépyeiag amo Avavewaoiues Fnyég
Evépyeiag (AME) a6 m PuBuiorikn Apxn Evépyeiag (P.A.E.), uerd rov éAeyyo vouiuornrag
auTwv.

20powva e 10 dpBpo 2, Tap. 2 Tou vopou 3851/2010 (to otroio avtikatéaTnoe 1o Apbpo 3, Tap. 2 Tou v. 3468/2006),
n Ymnpeoia E§ummpémong Emevdutwy yia épya AMNE, kataxwpei ae OXETIKO UNTPWO TIS ATTOQATEIS X0pAYNONS
adelwv Tapaywyng NAEKTPIKAS evépyelag amo AlME mou ekdidel n PuBuioTiki Apxn Evépyeiag (PAE), yeta v
OAOKARPWGON TOU EAEYXOU VOUIMOTNTAG ETTI TWV ATTOQACEWY AUTWY.

H karaywpion kaBe amdéeaong Tng PAE 010 OXETIKO UnTpWO, TpayuaToTtroleital pdoov Exel oAokAnpwoei n egétaon
TUX6v uTroBAnBeioag TPOTQUYAG.

Mntpwo Adeiwv ZetrteuBpiou-OkTwBpiou 2010.

The 2003/4/EC Directive was formulated by EC for the better implementation of
the first pillar of the Aarhus Convention by the Member States. According to article 3
para 1 of the above JMD Public Authorities make available environmental
information held by or for them to any applicant at his request within the deadlines
set by law. If a request is formulated in a too general manner, the public authority
asks as soon as possible the applicant to specify the request and assists the
applicant in doing so .If the information requested is not held by or for the public
authority to which the request is addressed , the public authority transfers the
request to the competent authority within 3 days and informs the applicant
accordingly. (for more information see under Article 4 )

In Greece, the right of access to information islimited only to environmental
issues. This right has been increasing in sigaifee since, according to the
Hellenic Constitution the competent service or Auotity is obliged to reply to
requests for information and for issuing documenespecially certificates,
supporting documents and attestations within alsadline not exceeding 60
days, as specified by law. In case this deadlinpsss without action or in case



of unlawful refusal, in addition to any other sanats and consequences at law,
special compensation is also paid to the applicaag specified by law. (article
10, para.3 of the Hellenic Constitution 1975/19&8®2). The right of access to
information and to electronically handled infornatiis also provided in Article
5 A of the Hellenic Constitution where it is sththatfacilitation of access to
electronically handled information, as well as die production, exchange and
diffusion thereof constitutes an obligation of the Staf€he right to access to
official documents is also ensured by Law 1599/&4(@)as well as by Law
2690/1999 regarding “Administrative Procedure Code

Citizens Service Centers (CSCs) have been estatllisly the Ministry of Interior,
Public Administration and Decentralization in Ratg, Prefectures and Local
Authorities all over Greece by law 3013/2002.T0#&Cs are assisting
effectively the citizens in dealing with Public édhistration, and in accessing
information and documents .The website of CSC<kas designed and
developed for the citizens’ efficient electroniéarmation and service.

In addition it now gives citizens the possibilibysubmit comments and electronic
applications regarding a wide series of administeatiocuments, thus
implementing a substantial step towards e-govemanGreece. The Citizen
Service Call Centre (1564) is also an importarp sdevards citizens’ information.

Additionally a Citizens’ Service Bureau operatathim the Ministry for the
Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works ar@@itizen’s Service Bureau
or a Public Relations Department operates alsthar Ministries to assist
citizens, dealing with Public Administration. Besg] a Press Department
operates in every Ministry ,competent for diffugpress releases regarding each
Ministry’s activities. It should be also mentionixét a special helpdesk,
which consists of officers especially appointeddablic information and
assistance on relevant issues, has been estabtiglied Managing Unit of the
“Operational ‘Environment’ Programme” (EPPER) unttex Ministry for the
Environment. Access to environmental informaticonaerning the EPPER , is
also acquired through the respective website (vepper.gr). Additional
information on environmental matters and on thevgiets of the Ministry for the
Environment is also accessed through the Ministffisial website
(www.minenv.gj currently under reconstruction.

Information on environmental issues of other Mirgst is accessed through their
official websites.

Besides citizens have the possibilitystdomit, through the establishedweb line
of communication with the citizens their questions, comments etc on the
issues of the Ministry for the Environment(YPEHODE),



(b)+(c) The (YPEKA) seeks to encourage local communéigs voluntary

organizations to develop partnerships and tak&iivé to organize environmental
activities. In the official website of the Ministiplunteers are urged to participate in the
actions planned , to share the experiences anohtoiloute to a better environment.

Development Intervention Program of the Ministry tiee period 2010 to 2015, is a
product of coherent effort by the Government tolengent a sustainable response to the
challenges facing the country both in environmer@aérgy and spatial level and at
ensuring the long-term economic growth and exirnfttbe crisis, setting a solid
foundation for future generations.

Through the program promotes solutions to impampaoblems facing the Greek
economy, aiming at self-sufficiency and sustainghilnvestment Project Development
Interventions can be the vehicle for the restagrotiuction organizations in the country
providing stimulating the activity of some of the@st important sectors of the Greek
economy, creating significant domestic growth stbockugh technology transfer and
investment in research and new technologies .

The implementation of this ambitious program waltjuire considerable effort and
ongoing dialogue with all social agencies to enslieepositive response of private
initiative, which is an important factor for sucee$he Department is committed to
pursue the dialogue and be open to any proposaidore the success of the program.

The ultimate goal of the program development irgations is to exploit the potential of
the private sector through deregulation of theitingbns where YPEKA assume a
coordinating role between the private and publgtitations to steer the economy
towards a new development model, ensuring the tigesc

The Pillars of Development Intervention Program are

Tackling climate change by switching to a competitie economy, low carbon

The Pillar incorporates a specific set of polidiest focus on improving energy
efficiency, increasing the energy potential of teeintry from Renewable Energy
Sources (RES) and gas, security of energy supgligbte energy products and services
to consumers and promoting environmentally frierlyduction and consumption
patterns through the "Green Procurement”. The ot@stment budget is included under
this pillar is the € 31,8 billion and is expectedcteate over 169,000 jobs.

Sustainable management and protection of natural igources

This pillar brings actions for the protection amthancement of biodiversity, the
management and protecting water resources andgpegsl in planning for the timely
handling of environmental risks and crises. Acmeguihese objectives is approached
through making investments in technical developnpeojects and projects for
exploitation of natural resources and restoratiomadural landscapes. The total



investment budget is included under this pillahis € 2,3 billion and is expected to
create over 11,000 jobs.

Upgrading the quality of life, respecting the envionment

Through the actions of third pillar seeks to impralie quality of life by promoting
sustainable development, to ensure the productigdesacial cohesion, while ensuring
environmental protection. Under the pillar, a numiidarge metropolitan urban
revitalization interventions in both the capitatlahe region. Also included significant
actions to improve the urban environment such ésaiag noise and pollution and the
development of sustainable mobility. Also promaseghificant investment in recycling
and waste management. The total investment buslgetiuded under this pillar is the €
9,5 billion and is expected to create about 30j006.

Strengthening of mechanisms and institutions of ennmental governance

The fourth pillar of the program is aimed at strtieging environmental governance
through a set of actions which are key pillarsttergythen institutions and mechanisms
of environmental governance, institutional intetvems and investments to enhance their
physical and human resources. At the same time@citizen access to environmental
information in context and the relevant Europeare@ive (INSPIRE) and strengthened
the institution of voluntary actions with awarenesising, and organizational and
financial assistance of voluntary actions. Theltoteestment budget is included under
this pillar is the € 846,7 million and is expectedreate more than 2,400 jobsission

in April 2010.

The local port authorities in cooperation with lbgavernment,
organize or assist existing network of volunteeosnf
environmental organizations ,cultural associatiéederations ,
tourist associations, fishermen- scouts clubs,estudiubs, etc.
who participate in the Voluntary Cleanup of thestea

Directorate of Marine Environment ProtectifPMEP) (Ministry of Civil protection)conducts
training seminaref port authorities and regional pollution controlmikin protecting the marine
environment and new techniques for dealing withingapollution incidentsso as the port
authorities staff holds accurate and updated knowledge for the protectidhe marine environment
and respond immediatelyto pollution incidents as well as to relative citizens' complaints

Running since 2003 the interministerial pilot tiagnvolunteers program "protect myself
and others" where DMEP representative participatedde Steering Group. The program
is implemented in cooperation with municipalitieslaother stakeholders (Schools
Hospitals etc and educate adults in risk managesiglig . For example by 2006 had
trained about 1500 volunteers across the countiy2&00 strains of Public
Administration and Local Authorities..Besides regaeatatives of DMEP involved in
implementing the voluntary Education and Adult Ealian to address emergencies and
extreme natural phenomena.



In the framework of actions for Environmental Edtien (EE) and Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) Greece is followihg tUNECE and UNESCO
processes at a satisfactory level. Within thesegqasges:

- A National Commission for ESD has been set upctvimcludes NGQOsas well
as museums, etc.

- The Ministry of Education has set up a progranwinaction for the Decade for ESD
(DESDE), identifying focus issues for each yead has invited NGOs to
participate in the implementation of the programme

-Collaboration of the Hellenic Ministry for the Emenment Physical Planning and
Public Works(Dept.of of International Relations and EBafts)with the Ministry
for National Education in the framework of Eduoatfor Sustainable
Development

-The Ministry for the Environment /Central Waterégy, in the framework of the
implementation of WFD(Water framework directivejglementation, proceeds to
the following supporting actions: establishment aygkration of a related web
site, translation of the EC WFD guidance documearid education of the
personnel of the competent authorities, publicnmiaion and awareness
?(ongoing). ?

-With the support of the Ministry of Education’s @gptional Programme EPEAEK
(funded by the Community Structural Funds, the GalreFund and national
funds) and in coordination with the Ministry foretlEnvironmentprojects have
been approved which focus on enhancing awarenggsagon, training and
participationin decision making bodies of protected areas. N&®@sunning
these projects and local civil society is a kegéagroupa well as local
administrative bodies.

- Ministry for the Environment (YPEHODE) supportadareness raising efforts,
giving priority to information, education and traig programmes issues.

- In the context of the Decade of Education for Snatale Development 2005-2014
the Ministry of Education formulated the Natioftategy and the progress and
evaluation Indicators.

-?During the period 2004-2007, 18500 programmesngironmental education and
27000 programmes of health education took plageimary education, 19000



programmes of environmental education and 1800grpromes of health
education took place in secondary education, 46B6a programmes financed by
EU through Aegean University, 380 financed sch@ogpammes on gender
equality — RCGE and 820 financed interventionabstiprogrammes — National
Youth Institute with co-operations of 6000 schools

-There are 35 national thematic networks, eachimd20 schools. Its subject
coincides with all the activities of the educatfonsustainable development.

- Training of 15000 educators is in process as asteacher training .

-Periodical material production on sustainable tgwaent from Centres of
Environmental Education (CEE).

-All academic years of the Decade 2005-2014 areimated according to sustainability
issues in the frame of the Decade of ESD

- The Programmes of School Activities consist aenirform of education that
develops in the frame of either the school unigrmvironmental networks
/collaborations of schools.

-Development of National Network of Centres of Eowmental Education
-6000 programmes of school activities per yeaafeareness

-National, regional and local Thematic Networksafiool activities (biodiversity,
energy, river, etc.)

-Production of educational material at a regiomal kbcal level
-Pilot regional programmes (schools for recycling)
-Co-operative activities with public sectors, umsiges, NGOs, local communities

-The Mediteranean Information Office (MIO —ECSDE}lestablished the Circle of
Mediterranean Journalists for Environment and Suslide Developme(COMJIESD)in
Meditteranean level.

-Press releases of the MoE (YPEHODE),on the oceadithe ratification of the

Aarhus Convention by the Hellenic Parliament ,alt asson the transposition of the
relevant Directives 2003/4 and 2003/35, for theilinfation of the public on its
environmental rights ,published in newspapers alsd displayed on the official Website
of the MoE.

- An information leaflet on Aarhus Convention wadlshed by the Athens Bar
Association contributing in the information of theblic on its environmental rights
under the Convention..

-A conference on the implementation of the Aarhosvention was held in 2007 by
initiative of the Hellenic Society for the Protemtiof the Environment and the Cultural



Heritage in cooperation with the Athens Bar Asstiarmain which participated the
Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, as well a&presentatives from the Council of
State, the Hellenic Ombudsman, the EU ,and otladebblders.
- A lot of workshops, seminars and presentatioesevorganized, as well as
publications and information leaflets were produbgdhe state competent bodies,
for the information and awareness raising of thigliptand all interested parties on
alternative waste management issues.

-According to the opinion of an NGO and a membsahefpublic, a wider public
information is necessary concerning the environalerghts provided by Aarhus
Convention as well as training lessons on enviremsal rights included in the
curricula of the schools in the framework of eommental education.

( ¢ ) The implementation of Special Actions for supporting the NGOs in the field of
the Environment ,is financed ,with total budget 1 million Euros in the framework of
the Special Service for managing the Operational Programme Environment 2000-
2006 (EPPER)and the Operational Programme Environment and Sustainable
Development 2007-2013,(EPPERA)._In addition a special project on environmental
awareness of the citizens is also financed Concerning EPPER the relevant budget
comes up to 2 million Euros ,and concerning EPPERAA the relevant budget is not yet
defined.

In the same framework of EPPER 2000-2086ecial project on Publiciand

Promotiors provided concerning the results from the immatation of the

project with total budget 2 millions Esravhile in EPPERAA the budget of the

whole activity is estimated to rise udtmillion Euros for the period 2007-
2013.

-The implementation of the Operational Programméghe above Managing
Special Service,(EPPERA)is monitored regularly byeatablished Monitoring
Committee ,with approved Rules of Procedure ,incWisieveral representatives
from competent bodies ,civil society ,and NGOsipiguate.

- In the framework of Operational Environmental gfaanmes (OEP) 2000-2006,
funds have been bound for environmental awaremésiag programmes, with a
total budget of 2.8 million €.Funds were made aldé to school units,
classrooms or groups of teachers and studentsdar to set up and complete
environmental programmes: This led to the foundihgnore than 200 registered
Non-Governmental Environmental and Ecological Oizgtions in Greece,
whose members are often either teachers or fortudests who had the chance
to participate in one of the Environmental Eduaafpoogrammes during their
schooling years.



-NGOs in Greece are very active in awarenesggaactivities and according to
the opinion of an NGO they are supported t#ten by Greek funds and more
often by direct EU funds .

22 projects were initiated by Universities andeftfic Institutes in the framework
of the Development Assistance Programme of the W\GEEHODE), These
activities were implemented by 19 Universities 48dNon Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) that were included in the Rnogne; the budget allocated
to NGOs reached 45% of the total budget. Projegidemented in the
framework of the Programme were fully funded frome€k national funds.

Moreover, Greece ,through Ministry of Foreign Affasupports, coordinates and
assists NGOs and other agencies in the implementatidevelopment
programmes,in accordance with the UNs Millenniunvé&epment Goals
(MDGs), with the focus on combating poverty.

Greece has been the leading Country of the Meditean Component of the EU
Water Initiative (MED EUWI), since 2002. MED EUWIsa serves as a platform
for promoting strategic partnerships between thedad the Mediterranean and
Southeastern European countries as well as betg@earnment, civil society and
the private sector

NGOs are officially registered and recognized agneas in various Ministries.

In Greece, the general public and the NGOs cam#uwmmments and proposals
on environmental issues at the preliminary stagéiseodecision making process.

The Hellenic Ministry for National Education, cdilarates with the public sector in a
wider range, with the local government and the mmmental NGOs for the
promotion of the principles of sustainable develeptmand in the frame of
initiatives for the academic years

According to the new legislation for the protectanmd sustainable management of
water resources in Greece (Law 3199/2003 - ApaB.6 & Art.6), which
integrates the public participation requirementthefEU Water Framework
Directive (2000/60/EC), the active involvement mtieirested parties is ensured
through their representation to the National andi&®l (in the 13 Regional
Water Districts) Water Councils that are being dewed as part of the new
administrative framework of the countfihe National and the 13 Regional
Water Councils are advisory boards in which all naibnal and regional
interested groups, such as involved organisationslGOs, etc., are
representedThe national Water Council has already been astadd by
Decision of the Minister of the Environment

According to L. 1650/86 and L. 2742/99, twenty seianagement Bodies have
been established in protected areas of Greece imgtrational Councils of these
bodies are composed by representatives of cerggagnal and local authorities,
representatives of local stakeholders groups, relsess and NGOs. Management
Bodies were supported by the 3rd Community Supp@imework and national
funds.Moreover the Natura 2000 Committee (provigieder Law 2742/1999)
consists of representatives from Ministries, Ursites and NGOs.
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Actions for the management of protected speciesiadertaken in the framework of
various projects. Major projects have been fundethb European Commission
Financial Instrument Life-Nature. National fundSTERPS Fund from the
Ministry of the Environment) have also been alledatMajor beneficiaries of
these projects are Research institutes, Develop@emipanies and NGOs.

Projects aiming mainly to the implementation dfun@ conservation actions have been
financed also from a national funding instrumentalthncorporates a percentage
of the money coming from the tax for gas. Through instrument ( ETERPS
Fund) approximately 7,5 million € (from nationahfis) were allocated for the
period 2000 — 2007 including the Programriv@ltintarism and Environmental
Protection” (total amount 1 million euros),and the ProgranwneEnvironmental
Protection and Sustainable Development. MoreotierMinistry has drawn up
the Register of Environmental Non Governmental @iggtions.

In total, around 260 environmental NGOs have beeentoried, in mid 2007,
nation-wide.by the ‘Environmental Team of the Institute of urban and Rural
Sociology of the National Centre for Social Reseahnt
(http://www.ekke.gr/estiadnder a project financed by the Hellenic Ministry
for the Environment .

In Greece there is not one single entity respoadinl registering and inventorying
NGOs active both on general as well as on environahenatters. Apart from the
above inventory , registries are also kept by Migisf Foreign Affairs (MoA),
for different purposes. Besides YPEHODE has algentoried environmental
NGOs which it has funded over the years, eithexoas funding or for the
implementation of specific projects following a t@én call. Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, on the other hand, and in particular ies\ce for the implementation of
the Development Assistance and Cooperation Progeair@reece, the so-
called “Hellenic Aid” Service, is inventorying (si@ 2000) NGOs active in all
fields (e.g. medicine, humanitarian, environmedtjaation etc), which fulfil
certain “quality” criteria and are, thus, able éceive state funding to implement,
as intermediaries, development aid and cooperatiojects in
third/developing/recipient countries.




(d) Greece promotes the principles of the Aarhus Caimwef transparency,
access to information and public participationnternational forums ,in
international environmental negotiations and deaisi—making processes. The
Greek Ministry for the Environment as well as othBnistries are inviting NGOs
representatives to participate as experts in iate@nal meetings. Those
representatives have as far as possible been etindsreek delegations as expert
members ,for which their travel expenses have paemally or fully reimbursed.
NGOs can also participate upon invitation ,in owadil preparatory meetings for
international meetings.

Greece ,through Ministry of Foreign Affairs supigocoordinates and assists NGOs
and other agencies in the implementation of devety programmes, in
accordance with the UNs Millennium Development GqMDGs), with the
focus on combating poverty. Ministry of Foreign &ifs through YDAS-2
handles Greeces relations with the OECDs DAC, @pdiing in its Working
Groups and Networks, as well as in the Ministe@ialincils

NGOs were invited by the Ministry for Environmeatgarticipate in environmental
performance review preparation under the auspittdedOrganisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).(200082

Greece has been the leading Country of the Meditean Component of the EU
Water Initiative (MED EUWI), since 2002 which sesvas a platform for
promoting strategic partnerships between the EUtlaad/editerranean as well as
between government, civil society and the privaie@.One of the key recent
developments , is the initiation of theduntry Policy Dialogues on water for
Mediterranean non-EU partner countries.

The partner countries of the Development Assisté@rogramme of MoE
(YPEHODE) belonged to the wider geographic regoinS.E. Europe, and
activities were implemented by NGOs and Universitidnich covered inter alia
capacity building as well asenvironmental information and awareness
.training and education on environment and sustainble development. The
actions and projects selected for funding wereattarised by applicability,
sustainability, perspective of actions, transfdighias well asaccountability
and transparency of all activities.

Participation of Greece in High Level Internatiovgeting of Education and
Environment Ministries in Vilnius (Lithuania) promieg environmental
education,ESD and awareness.



Participation in the 6th Conference of Ministef€nvironment, “Environment for
Europe”.(Belgrade 2007)

Project of Associated Schools with the UNESCO: illglementation of programs
within the framework of the Decade of Education $mstainable Development,
where UNESCO is the lead agency, by 20 of thed®@ols participating in the
network

SEMEP:Participation of Greece in the South Eadtediterranean Environmental

Project, a network of 40 schools. It began as Rrmgsf environmental education.

The Marine Environment Protection Directorate edi@g the adoption and
implementation of international measures to acyiyarticipating with representatives in
international meetings of International organisasi ,regional organizations and
conventions (IMO, REMPEC Official launching of tb&N decade for the Sustainable
Development in the Mediterannean Area ,in Athensre&hhe principles of the Aarhus
Convention were mentioned by the Ministry for theviEonment( 2005)EU et.)
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There is constant information of the institutioish® Greek shipping industry
and other specialized institutions, shipping ceofparators in our country eg
ELKETHE about international forums and meetingstii@ environment to give
them the possibility to participate.

With initiative of Marine Environment ProtectionrBctorate a (CD ROM)
entitled “ Clean sea reflects our culture” disttdiin all departments of the
Ministry of Civil Proctection ( Port Authoritigroductive faculty Coast Guard
and Merchant Marine Academies and other agencmlalporating Ministries
educational institutions, port authoritieg)

The contribution of Greece in the natural disaster in South —East Asia, the
development and humanitarian assistance offered by Greek State agencies,
and the ever expanding presence of Civil Society in international assistance
projects show that the awareness of Greek public opinion has indeed been
raised and that the view that our country must participate and assist
countries that face natural disasters has taken root. Greece supports such
initiatives and is participating in the discussions already taking place within
the UN framework with interventions intended to increase transparency
and enhance the UN control systems while making its actions more effective.



During the Hellenic Chairmanship of the Human Security Network! (HSN) (May 2007-
May 2008) Greece chose to focus its activities on the human security implications of
climate change in developing countries. The objective of the Hellenic Chairmanship
was to raise awareness on the impact that changing living conditions, as a result of
climate change, can have on peoples’ security in developing countries, with a special
emphasis on three specifically vulnerable groups, namely women, children and
populations fleeing their homes as a result of climate change.

Seeking to actively contribute to the internatiodallogue for adequate policy planning
to confront climate change implications on humacuséy, the Hellenic Chairmanship
proceeded, in co-operation with competent Inteomati Organizations, to the elaboration
of a number of relevant policy texts. To this etid Hellenic Chairmanship of the HSN,
in co-operation with the Hellenic Foundation for rgpean and Foreign Policy
(ELIAMEP), collected and then presented an overvidwexisting studies on the impact
of climate change on human security of vulneralteigs in the developing world. Based
on the former, and in collaboration with prominé€hteek and International Research
Centers, the Hellenic Chairmanship began prepami2§08, policy papers on the impact
of climate change on the three aforementioned vabie groups: a policy paper on the
impact of climate change on children, drafted itlatmration with UNICEF, a policy
paper on Climate change and Women, drafted in loliion with the Women's
Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) angolicy paper on persons
fleeing their homes as a result of climate chamgeopllaboration with the United Nations
University. Finally, a comprehensive policy papeaswelaborated in co-operation with
the International Institute for Environment and Bieyment and under the supervision of
leading climate change expert, Dr. Saleemul Hudgpewelopment Co-operation and the
Impact of Climate Change on Human Secuifitye main findings and policy proposals of
these papers were presented at a High-Level Intenah Conference (Athens, May
2008) concluding the works of the Hellenic HSN Cimanship.

Awareness raising events organized by the HellenRresidency:

A series of events, highlighting the issue of clienahange impact on human security,
were organized on the Hellenic Chairmanship’s atite, in co-operation with
International Organisations and other members®Hls. Network:

! The Human Security Network (HSN) is an informal international forum in co-operation with international
organizations, civil society and the academia, aiming at raising awareness at the international level
regarding new forms of threats that endanger human security. Member states of the HSN include: Canada,
Norway, Switzerland, Ireland, Austria, Slovenia, Jordan, Mali, Chile, Costa Rica, Thailand, as well as South
Africa with observer status.



Climate Change and Human Securitfthens, November 272007), in co-
operation with UNEP/MAP: Launching event, first peatation of UNDP’s
“Human Development Report 2007/2008 Fighting clenathange: Human
solidarity in a divided world”. The event also hexta poster exhibition and a
children paintings’ exhibition, in co-operation Wit NEP/MAP.

Climate Change Human Security Implications on Ghitd(Bali, December 10
2007/New York, December T22007), in cooperation with UNICEF: side events
of the International Conference on Climate Chamg&ali and the UN General
Assembly’s Special Session on Children, in New York

Climate Change, Environmental Degradation and Migna: Addressing
Vulnerabilities and Harnessing OpportunitieGeneva, February £92008) in
cooperation with the International OrganisationNbgration (IOM).

Climate Change and Human Security: Women, a madsérable group (Vienna,
March 13" 2008), in co-operation with the Austrian Ministif/Foreign Affairs.
International Conference on Climate Change — AnrMidisterial Meeting of the
Human Security Networfdthens, May 28 — 30" 2008)

Finally, with the sponsorship of the Greek MFA, extended synopsis of thetern
report “The economics of Climate ChangeWwas translated in the Greek language,
published and presented to the general public (Mdes 2008).

In Greece, the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairesponsible for International
Development Cooperation is also named “Special &smtative for Climate Change”.
As a consequence, the Hellenic Ministry for Foreddfairs organizes and/or participates
in a series of awareness raising events on envieatahissues such as climate change,
sustainable development, green growth etc. An aiulie list of such events where the
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs participated asspeaker, from end 2008 to 2010,
includes:

Participation in  the ECONOMIST  CONFERENCES SECOND
SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT "The Green Agenda after Copeagen” (Athens,
20/10/2010)

Organization of a conference on «Green Energy, epreneurship and
Extroversion» (Athens, 14/4/2010)

Presentation of the outcomes of the Copenhagen &umithe general public by
the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs (open leu (Athens, 14/1/2010)
Participation in the Socialist International Sumnoih Environment (Budva,
Montenegro, 30/6/2009).



Participation in the launching event of “Environmental Marathon” an initiative
of the NGO Quality Net Foundation under the auspices of the Hellenic
Ministries of Environment, of Foreign Affairs, Education and the City of Athens
(Athens, 25/6/2009)

Presentation bu the Deputy Foreign Minister “Sunsthie development and Green
Growth” at Evgenidio Institute (Athens, 13/02/2009)

Participation in «The Athens Summit 2008, Globah@te & Energy Security»
(Athens, 6/05/2008)

Athens Industry and Commerce Association Conference on “State-NGOs &
International Organization: Pillars for the Environment in a modern European
Union" (Athens, 23/10/2008).

Cooperation between Greece and nine European essifdr the prevention and
monitoring of forest fires promoted by the MinistiyEnvironment, Energy and Climate
Change, with its participation in the program éedit«<European Forest Fire Monitoring
using Information Systems - EFFMIS». The inaugpraject meeting held, November
30, 2010, at the offices of

The program focuses on sharing best practices athengfates participating in the
development of regional action plans for effectige of information systems to protect
natural resources from forest fires. Moreoverxfileres how each region can align its
national policies with relevant EU legislation.

The EFFMIS focuses on the establishment of an pfaform for cooperation between
government agencies, scientific community and saéwmanagement authorities.
Promotes open dialogue, synthesis of views andréegion of a widely accepted at the
regional level, practice and policy that seeksaased use of IT to provide effective
protection of natural resources of forests. Thegmm EFFMIS of particular interest to
in achieving the objectives of the Operational Paogme "Environment - Sustainable
Development”.



The Ministry participates in the project as a partim the consortium, which includes
eleven players from cooperating countries: Gredoged Kingdom, Spain, Italy,
Portugal, Lithuania, Poland, Bulgaria and Sloveni&e Consortium, including
specialized agencies with considerable expertiss) as Wood & Forest Services Center
of Castilla & Leon, Spain, the San Marco Projecsé&ach Centre - University of Rome,
Italy, the Executive Forest Agency of Bulgaria, B@est Research Institute of Poland,
the Lithuanian Forest Institute and the Sloveniarestry Institute of Slovenia.

(e) In Greece there is a complete legal éaork, as already mentioned, ensuring
the exercise of the rights of the persons undeAtirhus Convention. The right of
access to information, is provided and guaranksetthe Hellenic Constitution as well as
by “Administrative Procedure Code”.

According to Article 4&1 of the Hellenic Constitah all Greek citizens are equal
before the law.Citizens have also the constitutiogat of previous hearing.
Articles 4 to 25 of the Hellenic Constitution prdeifor the protection of human
rights, including the free development of one’sspaiality and recognize the
value of human dignity.

Every act of the State must be in conformity with law and it must also be
provided for by a lawBesides and according to the opinion of an NGO the
Environmental NGOs can be critical of governmeataions, decisions, etc.
without repercussions (if there is a real basisfdicism).

The citizens, in the framework of their protectibave several possibilities for
administrative and judicial review as well as @t for compensation according
to the civil liability provisions (see more information under Article 9 of the Convention)

Describeany obstacles encounteredn the implementation of any of the
paragraphs of article 3 listed above.

Answer:

The obstacles and problems identified and stated by the involved public
authorities are:



Non-flexible timetable which does not facilitateetrelationship between school and
society through active learning
Incomplete training of educators
Non existence of up-to-date relevant educationadéred
Non existence of institutional framework of co-ogteyn with NGOs
Activities of educators and students on voluntaged(single-digit number
percentage of educators and students who parécipgirogrammes)
Little / unsufficient financial support in the frawork of environmental education.
The implementation of the Aarhus Convention isagamtask which demands the
collaboration of several Ministries and sectorsvali as Regions,Prefectures and
Local Government.
Lack of sufficient resources
According to the opinion of an NGO there is no appalink with issues relating to
access to justice concerning environmental issuasghool curricula. However, it
is not yet clear what these links should be. Thho&pD implementation, the
development of_critical thinking of student®uld be interpreted indirectly as
serving towards this purpose.

Provide further information on the practical application of the general provisions
of the Convention

Answer:

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Answer:http:// ,http://www.mfa.gr,http:// www.yen.qr,

http:// www. ypepth.gr,

Article 4

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on access
to

environmental information in article 4.

Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has been implemented. Describe the
transposition of

the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non—discrimination
requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.



Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1,measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Any person may have access to information without having to state an
interest;

(ii) Copies of the actual documentation containing or comprising the
requested

information are supplied;
(iii) The information is supplied in the form requested;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the time limits provided for in paragraph
2 are

respected;
(c) With respect to paragraphs 3 and 4measures taken to:
(i) Provide for exemptions from requests;

(ii) Ensure that the public interest test at the end of paragraph 4 is
applied;

(d) With respect to paragraph 5,measures taken to ensure that a public
authority that

does not hold the environmental information requested takes the necessary
action;

(e) With respect to paragraph 6,measures taken to ensure that the
requirement to

separate out and make available information is implemented;

(f) With respect to paragraph 7,measures taken to ensure that refusals meet
the

time limits and the other requirements with respect to refusals;

(g) With respect to paragraph 8,measures taken to ensure that the
requirements on

charging are met.



Answer: Concerning relevant definitions in article 2 and tton discrimination requirement
in article 3 see information under article 5.

(@)(@)) In Greece, access to environmental informatfoeng persorwithout having
to state an interest,is provided first of all under Law 3422/12-1065

(OJG A 303/2005).Access to environmental infororabf any person without
having to state an interest is also ensured ithiele 3 par 1 of the Joint Ministerial
Decision 11764/653/2006 (OJG B 327/17-3-2006). Adicw to this Article of the
above JMD every natural or legal person is euwkitteaccess to environmental
information by submitting a relevant written regti without having to state an
interest .The written request enters the Publithauty’s register(protocol)under a
certain number and a registration receipt is gieetine applicant.

According to the Hellenic Constitution (Articl®)lthe competent service or
authority is obliged to reply to requests for imf@tion and for issuing
documents,(see more under Article 3) Accordingrticle 5 par 1 of Law
2690/1999 regarding Administrative Procedure Cedery interested person is
entitled to access to administrative documentssutymitting a relevant request.
A special interest is required only for accessrtogbe documents held by Public
Authorities ,on matter concerning the applicantijde 5 para 2 of Law
2690/1999). Finally, Directive 2003/98/EC on thelfer use of public sector
information has been incorporated into the Greglslation by Law 3448/2006,
providing the right for further use by personsemdl entities of documents held
by public sector bodies, for commercial or non-careral purposes other than
the initial purpose for which the documents wergioally produced.

(a)(ii) According to Law 3422/12-12-2005(0JG A 32305) Public Authorities in
response to a request of environmental informatiake such information available to
the public including where requested copies @& attual documentation containing or
comprising such information .The Article 7 of tdeint Ministerial Decision
11764/653/2006 also ensures that Public Authsrfi®vide for copies of the actual
documentation upon request and some exceptionga@veed concerning the form or
format of the required information. (see below(i(@) . The Article 5 of Administrative
Procedure Code” referring to access to documenit& (85/9-3-1999) provides and
regulates similar issuedpon an application, the Special Environmental Berand the
other competent departments provide in due timéntloeemation requested concerning
official documents or other documentation concegrnire EIA/SEA files submitted to it,
as soon as the public participatiprocess has begun. No internal consultation documen
concerning open judicial procedures is provided.

(iif) Taking into account those referred in the eboint (ii Jand according to Article 4
par 1 (b) (i) (ii)of the Convention ratified by 1a3422/2005 and Article 3 par 7 of the



JMD 11764/653/2006 ,the form or format of the imfation is supplied as follows:
Where an applicant requests a public authority &erenvironmental information
available in a specific form or format(includingtime form of copies),the public
authority makes it available unless it is alrepdblicly available in another form or
format , which is easily accessible by applicantghier details on the above issue are
regulating under the above JMD.(Art.3 para 7).

(b) The time limits of the Article 4 par 2 of th@@sention are met in the Law 3422/2005
.The environmental information is made availabls@sn as possible and at the latest
within one month after the request has been subdyitinless the volume and the
complexity of the information justify an extensiohthis period up to two months.

In addition the aforementioned time limits of ther@ention are fully mett¢ the
stricter) in Article 3 par 3 of the JMD 11764/653/2006 .Mospecifically
Public Authorities, having regard to any timescgecified by the applicant ,
make available environmental information held byasrthem to any applicant at
his request , at the latest within 20 days afterrteipt of the request by the
public Authority or within 2 months after the regeof the request, if the volume
and the complexity of the information is such ttiet 20 days period cannot be
complied with.

Besides Law 2690/1999 “Administrative Procedurel€dOJG A45/9-3-
1999)stipulates also in Article 4 relevant tinmits for Public Authorities (60
days at the latest)and in Article 5 -one month-etimmit after the receipt of the
request for informing the applicant of any rejctof his request. Additionally,
according to the Hellenic Constitution the competauthority is obliged to
reply to requests for information and for issuirmgaments, especially
certificates, supporting documents and attestatiotisn a set deadline not
exceeding 60 days, as specified by law.

In case this deadline elapses without action @ase of unlawful refusal, in addition
to any other sanctions and consequences at lasiaspempensation is also paid
to the applicant, as specified by law. (article d#.3 of the Hellenic Constitution
1975/1986/2001).

According to Article 5A of the Hellenic Constitati 1. All persons are entitled to
information, as specified by law. Restrictionsh@stright may be imposed by law
only insofar as they are absolutely necessary astdiged for reasons of national
security, of combating crime or of protecting riglaind interests of third parties
and 2. All persons are entitled to participatehia Information Society.
Facilitation of access to electronically handlefimation, as well as of the
production, exchange and diffusion thereof cont&#w@an obligation of the State,
always in observance of the guarantees of art&;|84\ and 19. It is generally
considered that according to the above Constitygronisions’ a general civil
right of access to information is established

(c)(i) The public authorities may refuse the requesaccessing to environmental
information for the reasons and exceptions praVvigieder Article 4 par 3 and 4
of the Convention ratified by Law 3422/2005 ,adhas under Article 4 of the



JMD 11764/653/2006 which transposed Directive20@dditionally
Administrative Procedure Code (Law 2690/1999 (gah8 law 1599/86 art.16
stipulate certain cases in which Public Authoritesy refuse the request to
accessing to administrative documents . The resagbrefuse of the request
under the Aarhus Convention are fully met in thevedbJMD which transposed
EU Directive 2003/4 . Public Authorities may nobpide for a request to be
refused if where the request relates to informatioremissions into the
environment. Concerning the confidentiality of meral data Public Authorities
take into consideration the requirements of thevigions of law 2472/1997(A
50) through which Directive 95/46/EC , on the potiten of individuals with
regard to the processing of personal data and¢leeniovement of such data, has
been transposed.

(c) (iAccording to Article 4 par 2 of tredove JMD 11764/653/2006 ,the
grounds for refusal mentioned in paragraphs 1 aoictl2e same Article are
interpreted in a restrictive way ,taking into acebfor the particular case the
public interest served by disclosure. In everyipaldr case, the public interest
served by disclosure shall be weighed againstifeeast served by the refusal.
Further details on the above issue are regulatatdogame article of the above
JMD which transposed Directive 2003/4. For the pags of the application of
(subpar.f )concerning the confidentiality of perabdata, relating to a natural
person ,Public Authorities take into consideratio& requirements of the
provisions of Law 2472/1997 (A50) which has trarsggbDirective 95/54/EC on
the protection of individuals with regard to thegessing of personal data and on
the free movement of such data .

(d) According to article 3 par 4 of the JMD 117&862006,if the information requested
is not held by or for the public authority to whittte request is addressed , the public
authority transfers the request to the competetitority within 3 days and informs the
applicant accordingly. Besides according to Arti¢lear. 1 of Law 2690/1999
“Administrative Procedure Code” (OJG A45/9-3-199%e request is addressed to a
Public Authority which is not responsible for apease ,the public Authority transfers
the request to the competent authority within 5sdayd also informs the applicant
accordingly.

(e)According to Article 4 par.5 of the JMD 11768862006 environmental information
held by or for public authorities which has beequested by an applicant is made
available in part where it is possible to sepaoatteany information, falling withing the
scope of par. 1 (d) and (e) or par 2 from the oé#te information requested. Paragraph 1
(d)concerns material in the course of completionrdmished documents or data and
par 1 (e) internal communications .and par 2 careeases for a request for
environmental information to be refused.

(f) According to law 3422/2005 the refusal is madesoon as possible and at the latest
within one month unless the complexity of the imfi@ation justifies an extension of this
period up to 2 months after the request. Accordingrticle 4 par 6 of JMD
11764/653/2006 is provided a stricter time lifMbre specifically a refusal to make



available all or part of the environmental infotioa requested is notified to the
applicant in writing or electronically ,within 2fays or, in case of complexity of
information , 2 months. Further details on thisiesare regulated by the above JMD
through which EU Directive was transposed. Besate®rding to Law
2690/1999(“Administrative Procedure Code”)the rafus access to administrative
documents should also state the reason for thieakénd be notified to the applicant at
the latest within 1 month from the receipt of tequest.

(g) According to Article 5 of the JIMD 11764/65308) access to any public registers
or lists established and maintained as and exaiomast situ of the information
requested is free of charge. Public Authoritiesxdb make any charge for
supplying any environmental informatidfet it is provided that under a relevant
JMD-not yet edited- public authorities may makeharge for supplying any
environmental information ,but such charge shallexceed a reasonable amount.

Describe any obstacles encounteredn the implementation of any of the
paragraphs of article 4.

Answer:

The obstacles and problems identified and stated by the involved public
authorities are

Lack of resources (staff, funds for copies e.t.c.)

In many cases the requests are general or unrddearad Administration asks the
applicant to submit documentation with more details

In many cases there is a complexity and a volumeegtiested information and for
this reason a collaboration with other authoritsesequired.

Administration informs the applicant within the gnfimits mentioned above.

A possible excess of the provided time lirbysthe Public Authorities is

stated as a possible obstacle in the imgeation of this Article.

Limited difficulties,concerning the interpretatiand management of the definition
“environmental information identified in some easuch as the required annual
balance sheet of a legal person performing publiniaistrative functions under
national law and some difficulties raised conaegrthe exceptions and in particular
the identification of confidentiality of industtianformation



Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on
access to

information, e.g. are there any statistics available on the number of
requests made, the number of refusals and their reasons?

Answer: Most of the departments do not have available sttedl data. A few
departments can provide such statistical infornmatipon request.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

, www.ggb.qar.

Additional information

Article 5
List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on the
collection and dissemination of environmental infomation in article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has been implemented. Describe the
transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non—discrimination requirement in
article 3, paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:



(a) With respect to paragraph 1,measures taken to ensure that:
(i) Public authorities possess and update environmental information;
(ii) There is an adequate flow of information to public authorities;

(iii) In emergencies, appropriate information is disseminated immediately
and

without delay;

(b) With respect to paragraph 2,measures taken to ensure that the way in
which

public authorities make environmental information available to the public
is transparent and that

environmental information is effectively accessible;
(c) With respect to paragraph 3,measures taken to ensure that environmental

information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which
are easily accessible

to the public through public telecommunications networks;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4,measures taken to publish and disseminate
national

reports on the state of the environment;

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information referred to in paragraph
5;

(f) With respect to paragraph 6,measures taken to encourage operators whose

activities have a significant impact on the environment to inform the
public regularly of the

environmental impact of their activities and products;

(g) Measures taken to publish and provide information as required in
paragraph 7;

(h) With respect to paragraph 8,measures taken to develop mechanisms with
a view



to ensuring that sufficient product information is made available to the
public;

(i) With respect to paragraph 9,measures taken to establish a nationwide
system of

pollution inventories or registers.

Answer:

Law 3422/2005 provides for collection and disseriamaof environmental
information. Besides Article 7 of JMD 11764/65308 (OJG B 327/17-3-2006)
which transposed Directive 2003/4/EC ,regulates dissemination of
environmental information through electronic datsdsaand public
telecommunication networks.

The relevant definitions of the Article 2 and ti@n-discrimination requirement in
Article 3 of the Convention are described and mdtaw 3422/2005 by which the
Aarhus Convention was ratified. The above Articl@e®initions of the
Convention are also met in Article 2 of JMD 11&®8/2006 which transposed
Directive 2003/4/EC.

In addition according to Article 4 par 1,2& 3 othlenic Constitution
(1975/1986/2001)all Greeks are equal before the Gwek men and women
have equal rights and equal obligations. All pesspossessing the qualifications
for citizenship as specified by law are Greek eitig. Article 5A par 1 and 2 of
the Hellenic Constitution also states that all pessare entitled to information, as
specified by law and all persons are entitledadipipate in the Information
Society. Besides Law 3304/2005 on the"Implementifidpe principle of equal
treatment regardless of racial or ethnic origimgreus or other beliefs, disability,
age or sexual orientation" constitutes a landmartkeé promotion of the principle
of equality and the protection of human rights ie€&e. By this law two EU
Directives were transposed into the Greek legmtateC Directives 2000/78 and
2000/43 “for the promotion of the principle of egitreatment and the fight
against discrimination on grounds of race, natitypaleligion or belief,
disability, age, sexual orientation”.

There are also two bodies in Greece with similapoasibilities both assigned with
combating discrimination in the private sector: tiadour Inspectorate (SEPE), whose
competence covers ordinary employment contractstlanEqual Treatment Committee
(ETC) of the Ministry of Justice, whose competeooeers the rest of the private sector.
The General Secretariat for Equality of the Minjigif the Interior also plays an
important role in the implementation of the prideipf equal treatment and the gender
equality. At the same time a Permanent CommitteEaqurality and on Human Rights as
well as a Permanent Committee on Institutions@ndransparency operate in the
Greek Parliament.



5(a)(i.)

3-
Reports on Air Pollution Levels

The daily Report on Air Pollution Levels indicatie air pollution as reported by the
Ministry’s measuring stations in Attica and OerafiBoeotia prefecture). Information is
also given in case of exceedance of the Publiaimétion and Alarm levels=>

?According to Law 3851/2010 (art.2 para 2) the Investor Service for RES projects
includes in the register any decision of licensing production electricity from
renewable energy issued by the Regulatory Authority for Energy (RAE) after
completion of review of such decisions.

Data update RES

With a view to informing stakeholders about the licensing changes in RES projects by
technology and expertise for Photovoltaics, the record of the data in tables is
updated, initially every three months

The data collection is achieved in collaborationrSREervice the Regulatory
Authority for Energy (RAE), the Greek Operator ®stOperator (TSO) and
Administrators Network and non-interconnected id&af

As part of initiatives to re-use of public information, freedom of geospatial data
distribution and freedom of access to legislation and decisions of the administration
have been voted three related laws:

theLaw 3448/200d-or further use of public sector s data and tiyelegion of
matters concerning the Ministry of Interior, PubNdministration and
Decentralization. (GG A/57/15.04.2010)




theLaw 3882/201(National Geospatial Information Infrastructure A3position
of Directive 2007/2/EGInspire) of the European Parliament and Council of
March 14, 2007 and other provisions. (GG A/166/22010).The term Spatial
Data Infrastructure "means an institutional and technical framework for coordinating data
collection, use and distribution of spatial data and

theLaw 3861/201(0112/13.7.2010 Gazette, Issue A) fBrogram
“Diavgeia”(Clarity )enhancing transparency through mandatdigplay on the
internet and disclosure of decisions and acts ofimidtration.  Specifically :

Program “Diavgeia”( “Clarity”): Law 3861/2010 ( G.G.12 /A '/
13.7.2010)introduced the mandatory display of laws and acts of government,
administrative bodies and local authority on the Internet on a special website of the
program Diavgeia”( “Clarity”) ,thus enhancing transparency of government action.
Law is implemented from October 1, 2010 and decisions and actions are displayed on the
internet, on official site " diavgeia ", coordinated by the Ministry of Interior, Public
Administration and Decentralization (YESAID). The Law aims to enhance public
awareness and access to information, to achieve the fullest possible disclosure of
government policy and administrative action ,to ensure modern means of online
communication and the transparency of government action, resulting in
responsibility and accountability on the part of bodies exercising public authority and
thus the achievement of sound public administration.

Furthermore, a broad online display of the laws and acts enhances the opportunities
for citizens to enjoy and exercise their constitutionally protected rights, namely:
primarily the right to information as provided in Article 5 § 1 A of the Constitution
and hence the constitutionally protected rights attaching to or and rely on this
information, including the right to personal development, participation in social,
economic and political life (Article 5 § 1 S) and the right to participate in the
Information Society (Article 58§ 2 A T).

National Information System for Energy:(NISE).The purpose ofNISE of the
YPEKA, is to develop infrastructure for energy informatgervices to the public and the
creation of a computational tool to support decisizaking on Energy Policy and
PlanningThe main sections of NISEnclude:related to energy agencies, legislation,
standards.. It comprises of :

A Databasedescriptive information

A DatabaseStatistical information concerning the production, transformation
and consumption.

The management subsystem of energy statisticsim@ified energy analysis
tool, which can simulate the energy system asva @ilbenergy products through
energy processes. In this way allows the extraafaquantitative data that are
useful in studies analyzing the energy system



A Geographic Information System(GIS) which manages all the spatial
information related to the energy system (enerdgwokk maps, locations,
deposits of natural resources relating to energg)raaps potential of Renewable
Energy

National Information System for Energy (NISE) Of YPEKA developed by the
Centre for Renewable Energy and (MOEECC)under Measure 3.4.9 Operational
Energy Program of the Second Community Support Framework. The expansion and
integration was supported by the project 'Integrated System of energy policy "of the
Operational Programme" Information Society "of the Third Community Support
Framework. The system also includes scores of projects to assess the potential of
Renewable Energy which were implemented by CRES in the works of the second and
third Community Support Framework. The information system shall be the
responsibility of the Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change and
technical support from the Centre for Renewable Energy.

RES (Renewable Energy Sources () the s of of ,, The annual inventories of greenhouse gas eonissi

in Greece provide information on emissions of gheerse gases and other gases from energy production
and transport, industrial processes, solvent anerqtroducts, agriculture, waste and use changesdad
forestry. The inventory describes the methods &ewdating emissions, presented activity data and
emission factors used and calculate the uncertairttye estimation of emissions.

The annual national inventories submitted eachlArito the Secretariat of the Convention on Clienat
Change and cover emissions from 1990 until twog/paor to submission. The inventories of Greece fo
the years 1990-2008 were submitted to the UN Sada¢ion Climate Change on April 15, 2010.

The national reports(communications) are a requeérgrof our country to the Secretariat of the Comieen
on Climate Change and submitted at specified iaterspecified by the Secretariat of the Convention.
Include state policies and measures pursued byithdil countries to reduce emissions and actiomais®
awareness and education on climate change anc#oeigtion of adaptation measures. The first nation
report submitted in 1995 and the last (fifth NaéibReport) on 18/01/2010.

The European Environment Agency publish annually an inventory of greenhouse gas
emissions, which presents an overview of trends at European level. The most recent
census published in June 2010.

Emission Monitoring and Reporting

According to JMD 54409/2632/2004, the operator of any facility shall

a. to monitor greenhouse gas emissions from the installation and

b. to submit to Emissions Trading Office an audited report. This report was prepared in
accordance with the principles of monitoring and reporting requirements set out in Annex IV and
with the guidelines laid down in Decision 2007/589/EChe European Commission on January 29,
2004, issued pursuant to Article 14 (paragraph 1) of Directive 2003/87/EC and verified by
accredited verifiers from the National Accreditation Body ( ESYD).

The reports submitted by 31 March each year with the emission of the immediately preceding
calendar year. The delay in reporting results in the imposition of fines referred to in Article 20 of the
CMD.



Register

TheNational Center for Environment and Sustainabledlgyment (NCESDin
collaboration with G.E.D.E. establish and maintiregister to record the precise issue,
holding, transfer and cancellation rights. The toseand maintenance of the register is
underRegqulation (EC) 916/200the European Commission.

Ministry for the Environment operates the follogimonitoring systems to assure the
production and update of environmental data fofétllewing environmental sectors:
Air Quality, Air emissions, Water Quality and Quiytindustry, Emissions from
Stationary combustion sources installations anddles$y Fuel, Waste, Noise.

Main Monitoring and Inventory activities

Air Quality monitoring

Water Quality, Water Quantity and Ecological Status monitoring

Air emissions monitoring (main industrial installations emissions)

Combustion and fuel monitoring programs

Inventory of Local and Waste Management Authorities reporting on waste quantities, treatment

and management

Noise monitoring




Environmental Inspectorate monitoring

Air Emissions Trade Registry

Datasets

Water Quality, Water Quantity and Ecological Status

River Basins
Waste Water Treatment Plants

Air Quality

Air Emissions

Industries and other installations

Combustion

Stationary combustion sources installations
Vehicles

Nature and Biodiversity

NATURA 2000 network.

Habitat types within Natura 2000

Noise

Noise measurements from motorcycles

In situ measurements of noise from installations

Measurements from noise control stations

Noise barriers and implementation bodies

Environmental Impact Assessments

Waste




Waste generation sources

Waste treatment and final disposal installations

Hazardous waste

Municipal waste

Register of waste management bodies

CORINE LAND COVER

5 (a) (ii) The National Network for Environmental Informati@dNEI) is an important
action towards this direction. It comprises of aifmntal mechanism for the collection
and dissemination of data, through intranet orimg in relation to the main
environmental sectors (air, water, nature, wastesgons, legislation).It is

a national repository of environmental data amgeghanism for exchanging data between
relevant environmental administrative services e & for providing data to the public.

A new project is promoted today under the E.C.ctmal Funds for the modernisation
and extention of the network in order to become \Weded, to involve more
environmental organisations as active users ané edernal interested people
and organisations as viewers. Most of the dathesystem will be available to the
public. It will also include spatial data and seesd providing support for
responding with environmental data to the INSPIRE®ive. The content of the
System concerns the main environmental topic avbase the Ministry collects
data (air, water, natural environment, wastes, Ga@tidn, Fuels, Industry, Noise,
environmental impact assessment studies and #easgdste recycling, Ozon
Depleting Substances, Physical Planning, etc.ew functionality will be added
based on INTERNET technologies to facilitate ancbemage electronic
submission of Environmental Impact Assessment asugthich will also provide
more visibility on this area.

The system will also include functionalities fomseg the national node for SEIS
(ongoing call for tender), for supporting natioBEdONET communication as well as
for operating the Clearing House Mechanism forAaehus Convention



(5) (a) (iii) Air pollution episode

In case of air pollution episode: Information oe #volution on hourly basis
through

INTERNET - Radio and TV messages — impleta@m of relevant measures

(directions to people affected)et
Flood Protection and Prevention

According to the new law on water (3199/2003), $raosition into national law of the
Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), the Regidiater Directories (total: 13) are
the competent authorities for taking the appropriaeasures for flood mitigation on a
river basin basis.

Forecasting and early warning

This issue is handled in Greece by several oper@ticentres. Comprehensive activities
and plans that have been undertaken in the fie&hdy warning and forecasting in our
country include:

Traditional measuring instruments, radar and nuraéweather forecasts.

Identification and mapping of high-risk areas tlgbuthe “National Bank of
Hydrological and Meteorological Information”, a datank in which all the
hydrological and meteorological data measuredndutine last 100 years have been
collected and elaborated, using the most updatechpoter science and
telecommunications.

Development of an effective and reliable early-viegrand forecasting system, supported
by meteorological information, to inform, at resipee level, flood authorities and
citizens in threatened areas.

National emergency plan for Civil Protection (XENRKTIS), covering the emergency
management before, during and after the flood event

Measures linked to public information and awaremasgsng: information for the general
public through the media (TV, leaflets, posterdelinet, etc.) on possible flooding
events because of forecasted heavy rains and tratodas and on self-protection
instructions.



5b. Concerning Air Quality in the city of Athens, anlioe system is providing regularly
information on the measurement values of a sefipsltutants as well as
exceedances against basic standards and potemi@irzced measures.

Public Information

By fixed phone message (tel. Nr. 1448, three messpgr day)
Through INTERNET (www.minenv.gr) (in greek and esly) on daily basis:

Analytical description of air quality situation, maand average pollutant
values for the present day and the previous one,

Extended presentation of ozone exceedances
3-Monthly and yearly reports

In case of air pollution episode: Information oe #volution on hourly basis through
INTERNET - Radio and TV messages — implementatiorelevant measures
(directions to people affected etc).

National Reports on the state of the water enviremnfArt. 5 and Annexes Il & Il of
the WFD) as well as any information related to thmplementation of water
related EU legislation are or will be available faublic information. A related
web site is under development by the Central Wagency, which will serve as
an active information and discussion forum. It viilitlude national reports and
any other related documentation or information ddataps, etc.). Furthermore,
several workshops are or will be organised at regior national level.

5c. On the above environmental areas Ministry for theibnment has established
relevant databases with data from the respectiv@torong systems and registers as well
as information on relevant activities, plans, measunstitutional structure etc. Part of
the above is being displayed on the Ministry’s Vate. The final objective is to include
gradually all necessary data and informatidfurthermore, concerning the monitoring of
the implementation of the legislation, a posititepstaken by YPEHODE has been the
regular posting of all related information (on batinspositions and implementation
enactments being issued) on the Ministry’s web#igs, ensuring a wide public
diffusion of information, data and knowledge ashaslmore participatory process.

-National Environmental Information Network: itasnational repository of environmental
data and a mechanism for exchanging data betwetsvané environmental
administrative services as well as for providingatadto the public. (see more
information under par.a ii)



-National Data Bank of Hydrological and Meteoroldi Information: it is a distributed
data base and a wide area network for exchangidgliaeseminatiing Hydrological and
Meteorological information produced by relevant amgations belonging to the
network. A new project developed today under the. EEohesion Funds will upgrade
and update the database with more recent informadiod relevant analysis and
assessments. The system also provides informatithre iNTERNET.

- Communication tools used to convey environmemé&rmation to a non expert
audience and to high level decision makers (weldasols, user-friendly brochures,
aggregated indices, etc.)

-Specific web site, in the framework of the implertaion of alternative
management of packaging and other waste (Law N9/2981), linked directly
with the internet home page of Hellenic Ministry the Environment, which
provides environmental information in respect tdemative management
(recovery and recycling) of packaging waste, ELMsed tires, waste oil,
WEEE, batteries & accumulators and constructioregndlition waste.

-A Web Site for establishing the Clearing House Nwusm for the Aarhus
Convention, in the framework of the implementati@i the National
Environmental Information Network (planned).

-In the framework of supporting actions regardingFDV implementation,
establishment and operation of a related web s#eslation of the EC WFD
guidance documents, preparation of “legislativedefor the harmonization of
the existing national legislative framework to tW4-D and education of the
personnel of the competent authorities, public rmimtion and awareness

(ongoing).
-Participation to the EEA OZONE WEB site with d&tam Athens City.

-Presentation on the INTERNET, of various Repautsngitted to E.C. following
relevant legal obligations, as well as of relevamtironmental legislation.(EC
Directives transposed in the Greek legislationfieat international
environmental Conventions and multilateral agredmen

-Development of an electronic tool to facilitatee thpplication of the European
Waste Catalogue. The tool will be accessible onMed site of the Ministry of
Environment Physical Planning and Public Works (ong).

-Function of Clearing House Mechanism on Biodivgtdiringing together seekers
and providers of environmental information and dbating to making
environmental information and data flows availaiol¢he public.

- A related web site is under development by thet@éWater Agency, which will serve
as an active information and discussion forum,eftamework of supporting actions
regarding WFD implementation. It will includetional reports and any other related
documentation or information (data maps, etc.).



Overview of current and planned activities, initiaives and events
In the framework of implementation of EC Directix@02/49

Planned Project on “Evaluation of Environmental $¢diwhich will produce Noise maps
of Athens Municipality(implementation in 2008).

On going Project for Mapping of Noise in the Aeroport of Athens and relevant action plans.

Survey on packaging sector and packaging waste velDgment of a database
(completed on 2007).

Survey on electric and electronic equipment seatw waste of electric and electronic
equipment — Report and database development (agigoin

Survey on construction and demolition sector anaisBaction and Demolition waste
produced in Greece — Report and database develogomgoing).

Inventory of the uncontrolled dump sites in Greedeeport and data base development
(completed on 2005).

National Hazardous Waste Management Plan (legislatUMD 8668/2007 (OJG
287/B/2-3-2007). (Completed on 2007).

National Health Care Waste Management Plan (ongoing

National Plan for the management of biological geidProject at allocation procedure)
(ongoing)

Guidance Document for the industrial waste managéplan (completed on 2006).

Guidance Document for the internal control of taedfill sites and occupational safety
(Circular under preparation) (completed on 2007).

Permanent inventory of control system on combusfrem permanent sources and
vehicles. Establishment of data base and produofioelevant annual report.

Program for the re-evaluating of 69 important lairdas for their characterization as
Special Protection Areas for Birds. Action planstfte protection of species of
priority (ongoing).

Identification of compatible activities in complies with the qualifying species of the
special protected areas.

(d) Overview of current and planned activities, irtitias, dates and frequencies of
reports:



The regular response to the European CommissiororiRgp Obligations is beeing
continued on the basis of respective national laws.

Between these some specific issues are the folgpwin

In the framework of the new Law 3199/9-12-2003 ((2BBA/2003) on water protection
and the sustainable management of the water resmui@lowed by the PD 51/8-3-
2007, with which the EU Water Framework Directivé/KD) (2000/60/EC) is
transposed into the national legislation, some h&f televant activities concerning
environmental information are:

Project on Supporting actions regarding WFD impletagon, including, inter alia,
the drafting of a national guidance describing #me@ctions in every RBD
(ongoing).

Implementation of the WFD Articles 5 & 6 and Annexié — IV. CWA, aiming to
reporting to the EC through WISE system on theofeihg topics: characterization
of each RBD, analysis of anthropogenic pressuresimpacts, determination of
reference conditions, economic analysis of wat@susegistration of protected
areas (ongoing).

Project for the development of a new monitoringwoek for inland surface (rivers,
lakes), transitional, coastal and ground waters|uding the development of
monitoring programs for biological quality parantste and
assessment/classification of their ecological dqu&ingoing).

An annual report on the quality of bathing waters.

Project for the update of the “National Databankdgtirological and Meteorological
Information”. This project aims at the organizatiand dissemination of the
Hydrological Information in Greece. It's a Distrileadl Relational Data Base
working in a wide area network (ongoing).

Monitoring and protection of bathing waters andnieeine environment (ongoing).
Athens Air pollution daily report available also tire INTERNET:
Annual Report on “Air Pollution in Athens-2006” alable also on the INTERNET

Report on the Revision of the 2002 NSSD of Greenepmpassing the same priorities (7
challenges and 2 cross cutting issues) as the RehEW Strategy for S.D. (2006)
plus four additional priorities of national intetgise. Culture, Tourism, Agriculture
and Physical Planning.

According to conventional obligations of Greecejoral reports are being submitted on
a regular basis which includes environmental infation. These are:
The Third National Report for the Convention of Bmical Diversity, which is in its
final stage of preparation.
The National Report for the Ramsar Convention onl&dds (under preparation).
National Report for the Cartagena Protocol on Bietyaunder preparation).



National Report on the Application of the Proto€aincerning Specially Protected
Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterrang8arcelona Convention).
Regular response to the reporting of the E.C. AmidSions and Climate Change
Directives: 88/609 (2005), 2001/81 (2005,2006,2009%/61 (2006), 1999/13
(2006). Reporting to IPPC-CLRTAP Convention.

Reports on the implementation of various Directigethe European Commission
relating to waste and the protection of the envirent:
Directive 75/442/EEC on waste,
Directive 86/278/EEC on the protection of the eomment, and in particular the
soil, when sewage sludge is used in agriculture
Directive 91/689/EEC on hazardous waste
Directive 1999/31/EEC on the landfill of waste
Preparation of a National State of the Environnigport(ongoing) (MDGS),

-In the framework of the directive 96/61/EC concegnintegrated pollution prevention
and control (IPPC), and th&uropean Pollutant Emission Register (EPERp

reports were drafted and rendered in pubic (Red®PER land 2)in the years

2004 and 2006

. Ministry of Foreign Affairs through directorateDAS-2 handles Greeces relations
with the OECDs DAC,. It maintains the official s&tical database on
development assistance provided by Greece and setaited statistical data to
the DAC, in fulfilment of our countrys obligationYy DAS-2 also draws up the
Annual YDAS Report, which is submitted to the HeieParliament, as well as
other publications, such as Greeces Contributisiatds Attaining the

Millennium Development Goals.

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information referred to in paragraph
5;

(See above under para a.b c¢ d)

(f) With respect to paragraph 6,measures taken to encourage operators whose

activities have a significant impact on the environment to inform the
public regularly of the environmental impact of their activities and
products;



Programmes, inter alia, for the funding of severghnizations for EMAS
registration and 1SO14001 certification as welf@ashe awarding of the Eco-
Label are being implemented under the 3rd CSF. $¥gnial Decision
15624/1025/2004 , provides for Funding for SMEsd(istrial enterprises.),as
well as Ministerial Decision 24378/2233/2006,gisovides for Funding for
SMEs, and industrial and tourist enterprises.Intaadthere are no fees for
Emas registration.Under Emas Scheme all Emas eegtsbrganisations submit
regularly updated environmental statements inclyditer alia the
environmental impact of their activities and protu
In recent years, the register of EMAS certifiedamgations is growing rapidly in
Greece. The number of registered organisationgungsed from 1 in January 2001, to 10
in January 2004, and to 55 in December 2007. Ragidtorganisations come from
diverse business areas, as well as organisationgrsities and local authorities.
Moreover, environmental services companies have hdded to the registry and the
Public Sector has started showing interest as Wia#. Annual European EMAS awards
ceremony was organized in Athens in 2006, duringiwthe European Commission
granted to our country the award for Member Statk thie largest increase in
registrations among old Member States. In the nmanenterprises from all sectors
(Manufacturing, Services, Trade, Tourism) have lreeriving funding for the
development of Environmental Management Schemea@gniSO 14001 certification
and Eco-label. An increasing interest from businesses has beecedods 180 enterprises
have been included in the latest round of the pemti call of the Operational Programme
“Competitiveness” of the"3CSF. Law 3325/2005 encourages companies from tfieaA
region whose operation carries significant envirental effects to establish and achieve
EMAS or 1ISO14001 certification by 2010.

The Ministry of ? has announced the follogvi financing Programmes
supporting enterprises in the Framework of the d&tojCompetitiveness and
Enterprises (ESPA 2007-2013):

1.The Programme Green Enterprise 2009This programme focuses on the inclusion of
environmental dimension and policy by Micro and SMEnterprises), in order to
improve competitiveness with emphasis on innovafidgre budget of public expenditure
is 30.000.000,00 Euros.The public expenditure #firanced by European Communities
contribution through the sources of European FuriRlegional Development (85%)and
also by National Contribution.(15%). Among the eri& of assessment is registration in
Emas, certification of the products with Ecolabet implementation of ISO 14001 by

the enterprises .The eligible activities of thejgct is the development of green
products and services ,Eco-design,Eco Innovatemyge of energy, Implementation of
Emas ,implementation of ISO 14001, certificationthed products with Ecolabel, the




) P g e TR ©

improvement of the environmental and social praffi¢ghe manufacturing or other
enterprises etc.

2. The Programme Green Infrastracture2009This programme focuses on the
management of waste by the enterprises in ordguitte Micro and SMEs to the
implementation of sustainable management of waste. budget of public expenditure
is 30.000.000,00 Euros.The public expenditure #firanced by European Communities
contribution through the sources of European FuriRlegional Development (85%)and
also by National Contribution.(15%).Among the aideof assessment is
implementation of Emas or implementation of ISO@#@ertification of the products
with Eco label, by the enterprises.

-No fees for Emas registration.

Business Competitiveness and Entrepreneurship Progm (CEOP Il - Priority 4)

The Operational Programme for Competitiveness artcereneurship isimprove the
competitiveness and internationalization of bussreasd manufacturing, with emphasis
on the dimension of innovativeness. A key compownétiie Program is to protect the
environment and sustainable development. The gahkgrogram is achieved by
supporting actions to accelerate the transitiom kaowledge economy, develop healthy,
sustainable and outward-oriented entrepreneurstdgeahancing the attractiveness of
Greece as a place to develop business with regp#dwt environment.

For the period 2007 - 2013 designated four devetopmriorities, of which %°
concerning the activities of the Ministry of Enuimment, Energy and Climate Change.

The priorities are:

1. The promotion of innovation, supported by reskeand technological development
2. Strengthening entrepreneurship and extroversion

3. Improving the business environment

4. The completion of the country's energy systethtarenhance sustainability
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e p— [N o]y (o)1} for' securing ene.rgy.supplies in themoy in achieving environmgntal
THE LAAALAI 2681-2013 goals, supporting the liberalization of energy netknd the country's accession to
major international networks of electricity transsion and natural gas.

Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 of Greece "@kander Baltatzis (Lines 2
and 3)

The National Strategic Plan for Rural Developm@&g8$AA) 2007-2013 sets out the
priorities of Greece for the period 2007-2013 in@dance with Article 11 of Regulation
(EC) 1698/2005 on support for rural developmentnftbe European Agricultural Fund
for Rural Development (EAFRD), which stipulatestttiee national rural development
strategy will be implemented through the Rural Depment Programme (RDP) 2007-
2013.

Rural development policy in Greece 2007-2013 foswusethree main areas:

Improving the competitiveness of agriculture anckébry
Improving the environment and countryside

Improving quality of life in rural areas and diviisation of rural economy

assisted by fourth horizontal axis LEADER, basecexperience gained from the
Community Initiatives Leader of previous programgperiods.

For the period 2007 - 2013, the lines pertainintheoMinistry of Environment, Energy
and Climate Change is the Pillar 2 and Pillar 3.

5(g)

Selected data from databases of the aboveenedtenvironmental fields( Air
Quality, Air emissions, Water Quality and Quantityglustry, Emissions from
Stationary combustion sources installations anddles$y Fuel, Waste, Noise) is
published on the Web Site of the Ministry, in tleetson of the National
Environmental Information Network.( see more infation under 5 (a) (i)



5(h) Cartagena Protocol which was ratified througiw 3233/2004(0JG A 51/18-2-
2004) provides for a Biosafety Clearing House Maibm . Moreover, actions
being taken for the development ofextification of products from sustainable
forestry ,constitute a major challenge.(For ecaliaig of products see under5(c))

5() - Reaqistry of emissions’ trading allowancegGreenhouse Gas Emission

Allowances

National Center for Environment and Sustainabledl@yment (NCESD) was assigned
as responsible for the operation of the Registopading to Joint Ministerial Decision
(JMD)54409/2632/27-12-2004 (OJG 1931 B 2004 )whiahsposed into the Greek
legislation Directive 2003/87/EC as amended by Directive 2004/101/EC

The institutional framework for the management apdating of the electronic Registry
of emissions’ trading allowances has been concludddthe setting up of thBureau

for GHG Emissions Tradingithin the Ministry and the assignment of the Registry’s
management to the above mentiohadional Centre for the Environment and
Sustainable Development (NCESBGjeek Registry has started to operate since
27/4/2006.All EU Directives pertinent to the Registry havebéransposed into the
Greek Law

-European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER)

- In the framework of Directive 96/61/EC concernintggrated pollution prevention
and control (IPPC), and thEuropean Pollutant Emission Register (EPHERD reports
were drafted and rendered in pubic (Reports EP&RI 2)in the years 2004 and 2006
with statistical and inventory data from the imptntation of the Directive. Most
important industries in Greece monitor continuousilg main pollutant emissions
aiming at enhancing the relevant inventories ofdentry. European Pollutant Release
and Transfer Register (E-PRTR)that replaced EPBR 2007 reporting period onwards.
(EC Regulation 166/2006 ) has not been ratified ye

Describe any obstacles encounteredn the implementation of any of the
paragraphs of article b.

Answer:
Possible problems may occur by :
-Delayed flow of information to the Central Adnstration

-Delay in rendering in public of Refs and data



Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on
the collection and dissemination of environmental information in article b,
e.g. are there any statistics available on the infimation published?

Answer:

Establishment in the framework of Environmental éuts —Statistics and Sustainable
Development Index, of a particular estimation eystaccording to the proposed
methodology of EUROSTAT (General Secretarial ofibial Statistical Service, ).

Establishement in cooperation with Eurostat ofdabeounts NAMEA for Air Emmissions
and Energy. (General Secretarial of National SiedisService, Annual data for five
years, ).

Implementation of a Project for producing Estimasi@n forrest accounts, according to the
EUROSTAT methodology, in the framework of Enviromte# Accounts program
(General Secretarial of National Statistical SenAnnual data for five yeadrs

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
- Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planniagd Public Works.

www.minenv.gr/emasiellenic site for Emas MoE(YPEHODE)

www.edpp.gr— National Environmental Information Network

www.ekpaa.gr National Centre for the Environment and Sustadem®evelopment
www.mfa.gr—Ministry of Foreign Affairs

www.noa.gr— National Observatory of Athens

www.okxe.gr- Hellenic Mapping and Cadastral Organization

www.minenv.gr/medeuvd EU Water Initiative / Mediterranean Component

www.minenv.gr/3/31/313/31303/g3130304.html Organization for Planning and
Environmental Protection of Athens

www.minenv.qgr/3/31/314/g314.htmd Organization for Planning and Environmental
Protection of Thessaloniki.

http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu




http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel

Article 6

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on public

participation in decisions on specific activitiesn article 6. legislative, regulatory and
other measures that implement the provisions on puiz

participation in decisions on specific activitiesn article 6.

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has been implemented. Describe the
transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non—discrimination requirement in
article 3, paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1,measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied with respect to decisions on
whether to permit proposed activities listed in annex I to the Convention;

(ii) The provisions of article 6 are applied to decisions on proposed
activities

not listed in annex I which may have a significant effect on the
environment;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the public concerned is informed, early
in an

environmental decision—making procedure, and in an adequate, timely and
effective manner, of

the matters referred to in paragraph 2;

(c) Measures taken to ensure that the time frames of the public
participation

procedures respect the requirements of paragraph 3;



(d) With respect to paragraph 4,measures taken to ensure that there is
early public

participation;

(e) With respect to paragraph 5,measures taken to encourage prospective
applicants

to identify the public concerned, to enter into discussions, and to provide
information regarding

the objectives of their application before applying for a permit;
(f) With respect to paragraph 6,measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The competent public authorities give the public concerned all
information

relevant to the decision—making referred to in article 6 that is available
at

the time of the public participation procedure;

(ii) In particular, the competent authorities give to the public concerned
the

information listed in this paragraph;

(g) With respect to paragraph 7,measures taken to ensure that procedures
for public

participation allow the public to submit comments, information, analyses or
opinions that it

considers relevant to the proposed activity;

(h) With respect to paragraph 8,measures taken to ensure that in a decision
due

account is taken of the outcome of the public participation;

(i) With respect to paragraph 9,measures taken to ensure that the public is
promptly

informed of a decision in accordance with the appropriate procedures;



(j) With respect to paragraph 10,measures taken to ensure that when a
public

authority reconsiders or updates the operating conditions for an activity
referred to in

paragraph 1, the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 9 are applied making the
necessary changes, and

where appropriate;

(k) With respect to paragraph 11,measures taken to apply the provisions of
article 6

to decisions on whether to permit the deliberate release of genetically
modified organisms into

the environment.

Answer:

Concerning relevant definitions in article 2 and tfon discrimination requirement in
article 3 ,see information under article 5. In @esehe general public and the NGOs can
submit comments and proposals on environmentatssatthe preliminary stages of the
decision making process .

All requirements of Article 6 are met in Law 342Q05 which ratified the Aarhus
Convention.

Law 3010/2002 transposing into national legislatiéd Directives 96/61/EC, where
appropriate, as well as 97/11/EC and amending L&50/1986 for the protection of the
environment in conjunction with 3 relevant Jointnidterial Decisions (JMDs) have
upgraded since 2003 our national Environmental bhpasessment (EIA) procedure for
projects and activities. These JMDs, which spetti/groups of projects or activities that
are subject to an EIA, the environmental permittipgocedure, and the contents and
prublication process for the Environmental Impacid$ (EIS), are the following:

-JMD 15393/2332/200@0JG 33B/2002) on the classification of public and private
projects and activities into groups



-JMD 11014/703/200@0JG 33B/2003) on the procedures of preliminary
environmental impact assessment and approval afcemental terms

-JMD 37111/2021/2008JG 1391B/29-9-2003), on the procedure for infagithe
public and public participation within the framewaf the environmental permitting
system .

EU Directive 2003/35 on “providing for public panifpation regarding the drawing up of
certain plans and programmes relating to the enment and amending with regard to
public participation and access to justice Coubaiéctives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC”
was effectively transposed into the Greek legistathrough the enactment of two Joint
Ministerial Decisions (JMD):The above mentionidD 37111/2021/20080JG
1391B/29-9-2003). And th&MD 9269/470/2000JG 286B/2-3-2007) that defines
measures of judicial protection of the public agasrcts or omissions of the Public
Administration regarding access to information aablic participation during
environmental impact assessment process and ieydartduring the procedure for
approval of environmental terms.

The above JMD also meet all requirements of Artectef the Convention.

In general, the EIA procedure is carried out oneatml, regional and local authority
level for large, medium and small scale projectpeetively. EIA is a two-stage process
that involves the following steps:

-screening and scoping (carried out as a prelingiBdA procedure, at the end of which
the public is informed of outcoméq)

-submission of application (including the EIS) be tompetent environmental authority
-quality review of the submitted documentation

-consultation with other relevant authorities & palparticipation(b) (these take place
concurrently and include transboundary consultatiwhen necessary)

-opinions sent to competent authority within spediftime periodc)
-EIA decision issued (“decision for approval ofvionmental terms”)
-publication of decision-public is informéd)

Moreover :



-Public participation indicated as “b” takes p&early enough when all options are still
open, although public administration has alreagyessed its preliminary opinion during
the preliminary EIA opinion.

-Public concerned is provided enough time to expitssopinion.

-Environmental impact assessment studies are agedipublicly to the competent
Prefectural Councils.The official opinions on thelninary Environmental Assessment
and Evaluation and on the Decisions of environaddetms approval are also notified to
the above Competent Prefectural Councils. TherRnediry Environmental Estimation
and Evaluation (PEEE)is a first opinion of the Admsiration and it is not binding . In
addition the text of PEEE is publicized (for pubhféormation only ) by the Competent
Prefectural Council. A similar public announcemisralso provided to the Authorities

of a neighbour EU Member State (transboundary dtaigan) when there are possible
environmental impacts of the assessed activitiegirenmental NGOs,local
representatives and local competent bodies asas@Very person can submit comments
either to the Prefectural Council or to the competBublic Authority respectively.

-During the EIA/SEA procedures (environmental pétimg of projects/plans and
programs) appropriate environmental informationossning each case is submitted to
the Competent Administration Service.

- All official legislative documentation concerning&SEA procedures is provided
upon request. Upon an application, Administratfmovides in due time the information
requested concerning official documents or otheudwentation concerning the
EIA/SEA files submitted to it, as soon as the puipkrticipatiorprocess has begun No
internal consultation document concerning opencjatiprocedures is provided.

-Within the framework of national legislation, pigbauthorities and specifically the
Prefectures have the responsibility to publishtbeowvise make publicly available
specific information of the “Environmental Impaair8ey” of any industry and any plan
of organizing Industrial Area and Industrial Pankjle options are still open and
during the preparation of the regulations and accefation. Opportunity to comment is
given to public at the latest within 30 days, dilgcor through representative
consultative bodies.

-Request for permitting of electric energy prodoctio the Competent Authority of
Energy(Ministry of Development), is rendered in jpeiby the applicant according to
procedure provided by the relevant Regulation amd2773/1999.A feasibility study and
a Preliminary Environmental Assessment is prereguiAny interested person can
access to information concerning the relevant regjireld by the above Authority and
submit reasoned objections. An environmental impasessment decision( JMD), issued
by the Ministry of Environment is also required.

(k)Public participation with regard to decisions pitimg the deliberate release of
genetically modified organisms (GMOSs)into the eamment under the Article 6 parll
of the Convention is provided by Law 3422/05 whiatified the Aarhus Convention.



In addition the deliberate release of GMOs in®ehvironment ,including their placing
on the market within the Community is provided Dyrective 2001/18/EC. Article 12
of the JMD 38639/2017/2005(0JG B 1334)which tpamsed the above directive
provides for public participation regarding decis@ermitting the deliberate release of
GMOs into the environment (for experimental usea}icle 15 of the above JMD
provides for public participation regarding theliagng on the market (for commercial
use).

As regards GMOs, Nature Management Section of timesky for the Environment is
dealing with all non commercial (i.e. experimentafues of the subject.No notification
files have been submitted until today regarding GMiihder Directive 2001/18/EC.

In addition JMD 11642/1943/2002 which transpose@ive 98/81 regarding
contained use of Genetically modified microorgam (GMMs),also provides in
Article 12 for public participation. Labeling andteability of GMOs are also provided
by EU Regulation 1830/2003.

Describe any obstacles encounteredn the implementation of any of the
paragraphs of article 6.

Answer:

Possible delays during the procedure of rendemmgublic the environmental impact
assessement studies

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic

participation in decisions on specific activities in article 6, e.g. are there
any statistics or other information available on puiblic participation in decisions on
specific activities or on

decisions not to apply the provisions of this artie to proposed activities serving
national

defence purposes.

Answer :No statistical data available

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:



Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and RulVorks

www.biodiv-chm.grSite of Clearing House Mechanism of BiodiversityGreece

www.ekpaa.giNational Centre for Environment and Sustainabledigpment
www.edpp.gmNational Environmental Information Network
www.epper.giOperational Program for the Environment

Eionet/ CDR:http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu

OHE: http://www.unece.org

Article 7
List the appropriate practical and/or other provisions made for the public to participate
during the preparation of plans and programmes reldéing to the environment.

Describe the transposition of the relevant definibns in article 2 and the non-
discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

-Joint Ministerial Decision (JMD) 107017/2006 hageduced the necessary provisions
for the assessment of the effects of certain phagsprograms on the environment, or
else Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). iber of plans and programs, on a
national, regional or local level, to be adoptewtigh a formal procedure, in several
sectors such as agriculture, forestry, fisheriesrgy, industry, transport, tourism, water
resources management, waste management, urbagsicatplanning or land use, that
are likely to have significant environmental efie@re made subject to a SEA.

- In particular, a consultation process was folldwe the respective SEA studies for the
three Special Frameworks of Spatial Planning omeRable Energy Sources, Industry
and Tourism.

-In general, the SEA procedure takes place on &atdavel for national, inter-regional
and regional plans and programs and on a regienal for local (prefectural and inter-
prefectural) plans and programs, and entails theWog steps:

-optional scoping



-screening (public is informed of outcome) (a)

-submission of application (including the StrateBrvironmental Impact Study: S-EIS)
to the competent environmental authority

-quality review of the submitted documentation

-consultation with other relevant authorities & palparticipation (b) (these take place
concurrently and include transboundary consultatiwhen necessary)

-opinions sent to competent authority within spediftime period (c)
-SEA decision issued, which includes monitoring sugas

-Publication of decision-public is informed (d)

-Thereatfter, the proposed plan or program mustlaetad in order to comply with the
SEA decision.The Special Environmental Service is the centredmetent authority for
the environmental permitting of plans and programs.

In conducting the studies promoted by the SpecraljeBts Update Directorate of
YPEKA (such as :a.redevelopment projects in puiphace, focusing on deprived areas b.
programs to promote environmentally friendly foroismnovement(travel) in the strategy
for sustainable urban mobility, c. studies in cahsquares of depressed areas of Athens
and d. the study of basic cycling axis linking K#fia with Faliro, sought in every way
public participation, although not required by patl legislation, to the acceptance of
interventions aimed between others in improving uhean environment and quality of
life.

Accordingto the EU Water Framework Directive requirementgniber States must
encourage the active involvement of all interegtadies, in particular in the
production, review and updating of the River Baddemagement Plansto be
developed by the end of 2009. Member States argeabto publish the River
Basin Management Plans for comments by any inestgsdrty. The publication
procedure of the River Basin Management Plans welbeloped for each RBD of
the country is described in Art. 15 of the Presi@ddmbecree 51/2007, which
transposes mainly the technical requirements oEthé&Vater Framework
Directive into national legislation. According taig legislative framework, the
Regional Water Councils are responsible to infdmmgublic and make available
the draft copies of the River Basin Management$fancomments. Comments
in writing to the draft copies by the public cansadmitted within 6 months (at
the latest) from the publication date.

On request, access can be given to background dmtarand information used for
the development dhe draft river basin management plansAccording to the



new legislation for the protection and sustainabémagement of water resources
in Greece (Law 3199/2003 - Art. 3, par 6 & Art.8hich integrates the public
participation requirements of the EU Water Framéwirective (2000/60/EC),
the active involvement of interested parties isuesd through their representation
to the National and Regional (in the 13 Regionat&Bistricts) Water Councils
that are being developed as part of the new adtratiie framework of the
country.The National and the 13 Regional Water Councils aradvisory

boards in which all national and regional interestd groups, such as

involved organisations, NGOs, etc., are represented

All calls for tenders, in order to be financed hg Special Service for Management
of the Operational Programme“Environment and Soatde
Development”,(EPPER), are publicized in large higgh circulation’s
newspapers as well as they are displayed in fi@abfvebsite of the above
Special Service (EPPER)of the Ministry for the Eamimnent.

-The implementation of the Operational Programuoreger the competence of this
Special Service (EPPER) is monitored regularlabyestablished Monitoring
Committee which operates under approved Rulesanfguiure. Representatives of
Competent bodies, as well as representatives adlquartners (stakeholders) and
of NGOs participate in this Monitoring Committee.

-Two public consultations were held on Plans of@perational Programme drawn
by the above Special Service concerning the pagiparand the drawing of the
Operational Programme Environment and SustainableDpmennt
(EPPERAA) 2007-2013.The first public consultatiook place during the time
period from 31-10-2006 until 30-3-2007. And thea®t public consultation took
place during the time period from 2/4/2007 until7Z2007. During these two
periods the draft of the Operational Programmeewearly displayed for public
consultation for a long time in the official welesiof the Ministry for
Environment as well as they were sent to 150 reptesives Competent Bodies
asking for any kind of contribution eg. commentgygestions ,or remarks. Many
written as well as oral -by phone- suggestions watenitted and were taken
into consideration in the final draft of the Op@agal Programme which was sent
to European Commission for the final approval.

-The Strategic Environmental Impact AssessemetiteDperational Programme
Environment and Sustainable Developmennt (EPPERA&&)Nn under the
responsibily and guidance of the above Speciali&@(EPPERAA) was also
opened to public consultation and Press commupitaitcording to JMD107017
/ 5-9-2006 which has introduced the necessary pias for the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes ommve@onment, or else Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA),transposing Dire@@01/4%K (®EK 1225
B)

The National Council for Spatial Planning and Sustiale Development (NCSPSD),
established according to Law 2742/1999, had giteapinion in 2002 on a draft
Special Framework of Spatial Planning of Coastaasrprepared by the Ministry
of the Environment and Physical Planning, but ttoeeg@ss was not concluded.
More recently, the NCSPSD gave also its opiniotvemNational Frameworks of
Spatial Planning, one General and one Special émiltic) on Renewable



Energy Sources. Two more National Special FramesvofiSpatial Planning are
to be submitted to the NCSPSD for consultatiornenriext weeks: one on
Industry and one on Tourism. When this processheiltoncluded, in the next
months, two more National Special Frameworks ofti@pRlanning, which are
currently close to be finalised by the Ministrytbé Environment and Physical
Planning, will be submitted to the NCSPSD: oné€Caoastal and Insular Areas
and another on Mountainous Areas.

According to Law 2508/97 the involved Public Authies and relevant local
stakeholders are asked to provide their officiahimm for the approval of the
General Master City Plan .Concerning the Urban i8tuénd City Plans a
publication on the newspapers is required anohautation takes place in the
Local Authority. Interested public can submit relavrejections. In the case of a
radical renewal project in an Urban Area a consen$®0% of the owners of the
land is required for the project to be approved.

The local authotities are mainly involved in urlanning and they have general
advisory competence ,according to which the ceatrthorities ask for their
previous consultation every time they plan to adopgulatory measure that will
affect the environment or local planning.

Explain what opportunities there are for public participation in the preparation of
policies

relating to the environment.

The adoption of policies relating to the environtn@ther takes the form of
strategies or programmes or legislative acts. ilftamework the National
Strategy for Sustainable Development, drawn ughbyNational Centre for the
Environment and Sustainable Development and apdrbyehe Ministerial
Council in June 2002, was prepared through collaiomr with the “National
Coordination Committee of the Government Policyhie field of Spatial
Planning and Sustainable Development” that wakeatiine also acting as the
National Preparatory Committee of Greece in viewhefJohannesburg World
Summit on Sustainable Development, encompassingseptatives from
competent Ministries and the NCESD. Representafroes Local Authorities,
employers and trade unions, research institutes anNGOs also participated
in the preparation procedure, directly through thematic working groups or
through participation in wider Workshops.In the“National Council for
Physical Planning and Sustainable Developmeaisb participated
representatives from MoE(YPEHODE), Local Authostiemployer and trade
unions, research institutes and NGOs. Currenthargdn aReview of the 2002
Strategyprocess, which is to be finalized shortly. AlmabtMinistries and



Society groups are involved in this Review proc@sse its very initial
preparatory stages. Prior to the drafting of theisaal Strategy’s first draft, an
open invitation was uploaded on the MoEn. websitalltgroups and entities to
be involved in a Dialogue process, in the contéx public consultation.

-Participation of National Center of Environmentle&Sustainable Development
through its official opinion as well as of othec#b stakeholders and civil
partners in the consultation for the following prammes and plans: -Elaboration
of National plan of Strategic Agricultural develognt for the period (2007-
2013)on environment issues such as water recoume@agement, biodiversity,
protected areas, climate change etc .-Elaboration and
implementation of policy regarding the manageméntater resources in a water
basin based on Agenda 21 Principles and on Frankeliogctive guidance
2000/60/EE.(Life 04 /Env.Gr/000099 Water Agenda)

- Management of Water Resources and Wetland grotein tourism developing
areas programme.( MANWATER INTEREG IlII,STRAND B,ARIMED).
-Elaboration of the National Development Plan (biail Strategic) Framework
-Elaboration of thé&uropean Rural Policy (2007-2013).

Describe any obstacles encounteredn the implementation of article 7.

Answer:

Participatory processes can take a lot of time amohey, effecting the timely
implementation of the Water Framework Directiveggible delays, potential changes in
the plans).

Lack of public ability and willingness to particia

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activities in article 7

Answer:

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.unfccc.int

http:/Avww.ekpaa.gr

http://www.ypan.gr

http://www.unece.org




Article 8
Describe what efforts are made to promote effectivpublic participation during the

preparation by public authorities of executive reglations and other generally
applicable

legally binding rules that may have a significant #ect on the environment. To the
extent

appropriate, describe the transposition of the releant definitions in article 2 and the
nondiscrimination

requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

Consultation is usually provided by law eitheraaconsultation with national
representative bodies or as a general public ctaigai and not as a general
institutionalised procedure for public participatim preparing national legislation or
executive regulations. In the Greek Parliameieananent Committee on the
Protection of the Environment established in 20@&tiebutes in the consideration and
debating of environmental issues.

Some indicative cases of public participation uratécle 8, apart from the cases stated
above under Article 6 and &re the following:

-According to Law 1650/86 for the protection oétbnvironment, for the designation of
protected areas, a Specific Environmental Studys{S&prerequiredifter its
completion, the SES is approved and then, togethevrith the draft legislation text for
the designation of the area, it is available in puixz. Comments are incorporated and
then the legislative text is signed by the competeMinisters.

-According to L. 1650/86 and L. 2742/99, twentyseWanagement Bodies have been
established in protected areas of Greece covedpgla700.000 ha. Administrational
Councils of these bodies are composed by reprdsasgaf central, regional and local
authorities, representatives of local stakeholdensips, researchers and NGOs.
Management Bodies are entitled to draft regulationgor administration and
functioning for their areas.

Describe any obstacles encounteredn the implementation of article 8.

Answer:

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic



participation in the field covered by article 8.
Answer:

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Article 9

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thimplement the provisions on access
to justice in article 9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has been implemented. Describe the
transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non—discrimination requirement in
article 3, paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1,measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Any person who considers that his or her request for information under
article 4 has not been dealt with in accordance with the provisions of that
article has access to a review procedure before a court of law or another
independent and impartial body established by law;

(ii) Where there is provision for such a review by a court of law, such a
person also has access to an expeditious procedure established by law that
is free of charge or inexpensive for reconsideration by a public authority
or review by an independent and impartial body other than a court of law;

(iii) Final decisions under this paragraph are binding on the public
authority

holding the information, and that reasons are stated in writing, at least



where access to information is refused;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the framework of national
legislation,

members of the public concerned meeting the criteria set out in paragraph 2
have access to a review procedure before a court of law and/or another
independent and impartial body established by law, to challenge the
substantive and procedural legality of any decision, act or omission
subject to the provisions of article 6;

(c) With respect to paragraph 3,measures taken to ensure that where they
meet the

criteria, if any, laid down in national law, members of the public have
access to administrative or judicial procedures to challenge acts and
omissions by private persons and public authorities which contravene
provisions of national law relating to the environment;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4,measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The procedures referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 provide adequate
and

effective remedies;
(ii) Such procedures otherwise meet the requirements of this paragraph;

(e) With respect to paragraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information
is

provided to the public on access to administrative and judicial review.

Answer:

According to Article 24 of the Hellenic Constitutithe protection of the natural and
cultural environment constitutes a duty of the &tatd a right of everyone. The
State is bound to adopt special preventine aneésspre measures for the
preservation of the environment in the concepustanable development .The
Greek legal system fulfils the rights and obligas proclaimed by the
Convention ,as it adequately secures judicial gtade in environmental cases
Jirrespective of whether the dispute arisen derik@® private entity activities or
from acts or omissions of the public authoritied arnether the claims for



judicial protection involve the prevention of eranmental damage or the
payment of damages.

Law 1650/86 on the protection of the Environmenam&nded by law 3010/2002 and
implemented by several Presidential decrees and i3Mi2 basic environmental
protection law in Greece.A great number of EU Blires on the environment
have been transposed in the Greek legislation englal laws on environmental
issues e.g. on the protection of the marine envnemt, on the protection of
forests etc also provide for environmental pratect

Besides ,concerning access to information, acagrah theHellenic Constitution
the competent service or authority is obliged to nely to requests for
information and for issuing documents, within a set deadline not exceeding 60
days, as specified by law. In case this deadliapsals without action or in case of
unlawful refusal, in addition to any other sancti@nd consequences at law,
special compensation is also paid to the applicards specified by law. (article
10, para.3 of the Hellenic Constitution ).(see mofermation on the right of
access to information under article 3).

Aiming at citizens’ protection there are also several possibilities for administrative and
judicial review ,such as the application for remedy,special recourses , quasi —judicial
recourses,hierarchical recourse and hierarchical control exercised by superior authorities
over subordinate authorities,actions for compensation according to civil liability
provisions as well as several judicial recourses.

The enactment of the JMD11764/653/2006 onsacteenvironmental information)
has also contributed in facilitating public se&kaccess to justice in environmental
matters. According to Article 6 of the above Jdihisterial Decision(JMD), the citizen
has the following possibilities for administratiand judicial review:

File an action for compensation before the Sp&dmhmittee provided by Law
1943/1991(Article 5,par 13)

File an action for compensation before the Compe@enirt according to the civil
liability provisions.

File a Quasi-judicial recourse before the Spec@h@ittee provided by Law
1943/1991(Article 5 par.13)for the modificationreconsideration of the acts or
omissions of the Public Authority. The interestéysical or legal person has the
right to file an administrative recourse before fkdministrative Court ,against
the decision of the above Special Committee.

The JMD 11764/653/2006 which transposed 2003/£tive repealed the JMD
77921/1440/6-9-950n access to environmental infaomaBy the repealed JMD a
Committee on Access to Environmental Informatiod haen established ,
competent for the administrative review of the apit's request rejection by the
Public Authority. Today according to the new JMD/64/653/2006 this Committee



has been replaced by a Special Committee estathlisheaw 1943/1991(Article 13
par 5)as it was amended, which is competent témfathe above administrative
review of the applicant’s request rejection

Additionally the enactment of the JMD 9269/20W7(0G 286B/2-3-2007) that
defines measures of judicial protection of the mudgainst acts or omissions of the
Public Administration regarding access to inforrmatand public participation during
environmental impact assessment , has also cotadlmssentially in facilitating access
to justice in environmental matters. According wiée 3 of the above Joint Ministerial
Decision(JMD), the citizen has the following podgiles for administrative and judicial
review:

1.For administrative review:

a. Application for remedy submitted before Minysior the Environment according to
law 2690/1999 (article 24)by which the applicarksafr the annulment or modification
of the initial administrative decision/act concegnpublic

information and participation during environmentapact assessment of the relevant
activities.

b. Special recourses that are submitted befor#thister for the Environment ,by
which the applicant asks for the annulment or modliion of the General Secretary of
the Region Initial Act concerning public informati and participation during
environmental impact assessment of the relevaitzs.

2. For judicial review

a. File an action for compensation before the @atent Court according to civil
liability provisions.

b. Petition(writ)of annulment before the CouncilSiate 1.against acts or omissions of
the Public Administration whether an application femedy has been submitted or
not.2.Against the administrative decisions/actagainst omissions of the Ministry for
the Environment taken after the submission of $phecial administrative recourse or
against its omission (silent rejection)

Additionally an important legal mechanism in mamnyieonmental cases constitutes the
interim injunctive relief when an administrativecti@on with environmental
consequences cannot be revoked.If the interim ot relief is admitted ,a stay of



execution is ordered if the danger is deemed piehatless there are specific grounds of
public interest.

- Regarding enforcement, the Special Service offanmental Inspectors (SSEI) has
been established under Presidential Decree 16Bbeotatiministrative organization of
SSEI" (OJG A137/ in June 2003, covering with itBiisions for Northern and Southern
Greece the whole country, thus, contributing toefiective enforcement of
environmental legislation and increasing the overadibility of environmental policy in
the country. Hellenic Environmental Inspectorateesponsible for environmental
infringements concerning breach of environmeraal | monitoring and compliance with
environmental legislation

-Additionally the Hellenic Ombudsman has jurigain over cases concerning disputes
between citizens and public administration unitghsas: Government services, Local
and regional government (communities, municipaijtgrefectures),other Public
institutions and Private law entities of the pulslector, corporations and organizations
that are under control either by the state or bgllentities of the public sector. The
Ombudsman can intervene when, in dealing with th#ip administration, an individual
or legal entity encounters: Refusal to supply infation or insufficient provision of
information. Unreasonable delay in processing appbns.Infringement of laws or
violation of procedure. Administrative irregulaeisi or omissions Discrimination against
individuals.

Hellenic Constitution art 4.(1975) provides for frnciple of equality.(see more under
article 5) Besides Law 3304/2005 on the "Implenrenbf the principle of equal

treatment regardless of racial or ethnic origifigreus or other beliefs, disability, age or
sexual orientation” through which the relevant EiteBtives were transposed ,constitutes
a landmark in the promotion of the principle of aliy and the protection of human

rights in Greece. This law reinforces the rolehe Ombudsman by adding new
competencies that are expected to help it fuHiinistitutional objective more effectively
and promote the principle of equal treatment. lditawh The Equal Treatment

Committee (ETC) of the Ministry of Justice, is gs&d with combating discrimination in
the private sector together with the Labour Inspete (SEPE).

The independence of the judges is safeguardedeb@anstitution. (Article 26)The
Greek legal system allows direct access to thé @dwirts both to individuals and NGOs.
In environmental cases the scope of legal startuisgoeen remarkably expanded as a
result of the jurisprudence of the Council of State

In addition there is no express prohibition agagitizens from other States
participating in Court proceedings. NGOs in geneaal participate if they fulfil some
requirements. The most important is that NGOs ghbale as their aim , provided by



their statutes, the protection of the Environmértould be said that in Greek law a
guasi-actio popularis has been introduced byuhsgrudence of the Council of State
since the actio- popularis itself is not accepted.

Concerning costs in the judicial procedure the iappt for the annulment of an
administrative act before a Court must pay thedsteshstamp fees(normally not
exceeding an amount of 10-30 Euros depending oddapeee(instance) of the Court and
a special trial deposit fee set at the amount e2@Buros for general annulment
disputes, depending also on the degree(instandbgdlourt. As for the legal

counselling ,the lowest mandatory costs are pravidelaw but generally in practice
they are formulated and depend on the expertiieecdippointed advocate and on Court
degree(instance). Concerning costs for administairocedure (special administrative
recourse, and quasi —judicial recourse ),there ispecial cost .

Finally, concerning training curricula for judgesthe school of National Judges
established by law 2236/1994 provides educatiseainars for judges on several
issues while also providing special training dandidate judges. The judges can
also take a leave of absence for a certain pefitiche to follow relevant University
studies in Greece or abroad .Special seminatBeanvironment and environmental
law are also provided by the Athens Bar Associat®pecialized Institutions, the
Technical Chamber of Greece etc. The Fifth Seafdhe Council of State is
responsible for environmental administrative diggutn this framework, a Member
of the Hellenic Council of State participates ie #orum of International
Environmental Judges.

Describe any obstacles encounteredn the implementation of any of the
paragraphs of article 9.

Answer:According to the opinion of an NGO there isati®le scarcity of resources
for access to justice.

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on
access to justice pursuant to article 9, e.g. are there any statistics available on

environmental justice and are there any assistanaaechanisms to remove or reduce
financial and other barriers to access to justice?

Answer:The president of the Court may at the applicamttgiest ,exempt poor litigants
from the duty to pay stamp fees and the deposihi®submission of an application if is
deemed that the applicant is in poor financial ctorl

Besides law 3226/2004 (OJG A24/2004)providesdgal aid for poor litigants
concerning cases of civil, commercial and crimiaal



Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

www. Ministryof justice. gr, Ministry of Justice

www. ste. gr Council of State
www. dsa. gr Athens Bar Association

www. synigoros. gr  Hellenic Ombudsman

Hellenic Environmental Inspectorate

General comments on the Convention’s objective:

If appropriate, indicate how the implementation of the Convention
contributes to the protection of the right of every person of present and
future generations to live in an environment adequate to his or her health
and well-being.

Answer:

Aarhus Convention’s implementation constitutesrapartantstep forward in the efforts of
the International Community to ensure a sustainabléronment for future generations.
Greece believes that the existence of timefranrestipal implementation measures and
the possibility for governments to work togethethagivil society provide the
foundations for effective environmental protection.

XXX, LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES
IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED
ORGANISMS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis

Concerning legislative, regulatory and other measies that implement the
provisions on public participation in decisions orthe deliberate release into the
environment and placing on the market of geneticayl modified organisms in article
6 bis, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1 of article 6 bis and:

(i) Paragraph 1of annex | bis, arrangements in the Party’s regujeframework to
ensure effective information and public participatfor decisions subject to the
provisions of article 6 bis;



(ii) Paragraph 2 of annex | bis, any exceptions provided for in Bagty’s regulatory
framework to the public participation proceduralldown in annex | bis and the criteria
for any such exception;

(iii) Paragraph 3of annex | bis, measures taken to make availaktleet@ublic in an
adequate, timely and effective manner a summatiyeohotification introduced to obtain
an authorization for the deliberate release oriptaon the market, as well as the
assessment report where available;

(iv) Paragraph 4 of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure that oase the information
listed in that paragraph is considered as confident

(v) Paragraph 5of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure the @a@spy of decision-
making procedures and to provide access to theamigrocedural information to the
public including, for example:

a. The nature of possible decisions;
b. The public authority responsible for making tleeision;

c. Public participation arrangements laid down pars to
paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

d. An indication of the public authority from whicklevant
information can be obtained,

e. An indication of the public authority to whichraments
can be submitted and of the time schedule forrdmesmittal
of comments;

(vi) Paragraph 6 of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure that
the arrangements introduced to implement paragtagftannex | bis
allow the public to submit, in any appropriate manm@ny comments,
information, analyses or opinions that it considetsvant to the
proposed deliberate release or placing on the marke

(vii) Paragraph 7 of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure that
due account is taken of the outcome of public pigdtion procedures
organized pursuant to paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

(viii) Paragraph 8of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure thaeiis of decisions
subject to the provisions on annex | bis taken pulalic authority are made publicly
available along with the reasons and the consideatipon which they are based;

(b) With respect tparagraph 2 of article 6 bis, how the requirements made in
accordance with the provisions of annex | bis ammementary to and mutually
supportive of the Party’s national biosafety framewand consistent with the objectives
of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Cotiwa on Biodiversity.



Answer:The European Union directive that refers to thHédeate release of GMOs into
the environment (2001/18/EC), was incorporated aur national law with JMD
38639/2017/21-9-2005 (GG 1334/21-9 -2005). Thisdtive regulates the deliberate
release of GMOs both for research purposes anpldomg on the market , always with
a focus on the protection of the environment anddru health. According to JMD as
Competent Authority responsible for the deliberalease of GMOs for research and
development purposes has been designated the MifostEnvironment Energy and
Climate Change and Competent Authority responddsliéhe deliberate release of
GMOs for placing on the market is the MinistryRafral Development and Food. In
addition, Articles 12 and 27 of the said JMD pr@sdh clear process for public
consultation and access to information. ArticleotBhe above JMD provides for public
participation regarding their placing on the marfet commercial use).

Note that under this JMD not submitted a requestification file) to Ministry of
Environment ( YPEKA) for experimental cultivatioh@MOs and therefore is not
available for public consultation and participatia decision making. Similarly, not
submitted a request for cultivation of GMOs to Miny of Rural Development and Food
for placing on the market purposes . In additiorDJM 642/1943/2002 which transposed
Directive 98/81 regarding contained use of Gea#lti modified microorganisms
(GMMs),also provides in Article 12 for public parpation. Labeling and traceability of
GMOs are also provided by EU Regulation 1830/2003.

B. As to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, ietiby L.3233/2004 (Gazette 51/ A"/
18.2.2004),in article 23 of the Protocol ,publitormation and participation procedures
are provided to support the requirements of papdggaof Article 6 of the Convention.

XXXIV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX I bis

Describe anybstacles encountereth the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
article 6 bis and annex | bis.

Answer:

No available information



XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF
THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on the deliberate redeaso the environment and placing on
the market of genetically modified organisms incéet6 bis,e.g. are there any statistics
or other information available on public participation in such decisions or on
decisions considered under paragraph 2 of annex li¥to be exceptions to the public
participation procedures in that annex

Answer: No available information

XXXVI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 6bis

Give relevant website addresses, if availableputiolg website addresses for registers of
decisions and releases related to genetically neadifrganisms:

Answer : The list of authorised genetically modifierganisms and the exact scope of
authorisation is in the register of GM food anddfé® the EU, on the site:

www.ec.europa.eu/food/dyna/gm_register/index_en.cfm
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Additionally, a Citizens’ Service Bureau operatathim the MoE and a Citizen’s
Service Bureau or a Public Relations Departmentaips in other Ministries to
assist citizens in dealing with public adminisiati In addition, a Press
Department operates in every ministry that is caengefor issuing press releases
regarding each ministry’s activities. It shouldddeo mentioned that a special
help desk, which consists of officers especiallgapted for public information
and assistance on relevant issues, has been sistbby the Managing Unit of
the Operational Environment Programme (EPPER) utideMOE. Access to
environmental information concerning the EPPERalan be acquired through
the respective website (www.epper.gr).

Page 16: [38] Deleted mama2 1/24/2011 10:39:00 AM
The time limits of article 4, paragraph 2, of then@ention are met by Law 3422/2005.
The environmental information is made availabls@sn as possible and at the latest
within one month after the request has been subdyitinless the volume and the
complexity of the information justify an extensiohthis period up to two months.

In addition, the aforementioned time limits of thenvention are fully met (more strictly)
by article 3, paragraph 3, of the JIMD 11764/653&0dore specifically public

authorities, with regard to any timescale specibgdhe applicant, make available
environmental information held by or for them toyapplicant at his request, at the latest
within 20 days after the receipt of the requesti®gpublic authority or within two

months after the receipt of the request if the n@wand the complexity of the

information is such that the 20-day period canmotdmplied with.

In addition, law 2690/1999, the Administrative Eedure Code (OJG A45/9-3-1999),
stipulates also in article 4 relevant time limibg public authorities (60 days at the latest)
and in article 5 a one-month time limit after teeeipt of the request for informing the



applicant of any rejection of his request. Additihy, according to the Constitution the
competent authority is obliged to reply to requéstsnformation and for issuing
documents, especially certificates, supporting doents and attestations, within a set
deadline not exceeding 60 days, as specified byllathe event that this deadline
elapses without action or in case of unlawful rafus addition to any other sanctions
and consequences of law, special compensatiosagald to the applicant, as specified
by law (Art. 10, para. 3, of the Constitution 191/%86/2001).

According to Article 5 (a) of the Constitution:

(@) All persons are entitled to information, ascfped by law. Restrictions to
this right may be imposed by law only insofar asythre absolutely necessary and
justified for reasons of national security, for dmating crime or for protecting the rights
and interests of third parties;

(b) All persons are entitled to participate in thBormation Society. Facilitation
of access to electronically handled informationwadl as of the production, exchange
and diffusion thereof constitutes an obligatiorihe State, always in observance of the
guarantees of Articles 9, 9 (a) and 19. It is geleconsidered that according to the
above provisions for the Constitution of a genenal right of access to information has
been established.
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Public authorities may refuse a request for acnggsi environmental information for the
reasons and exceptions provided under articlerdgpaphs 3 and 4, of the Convention
ratified by Law 3422/2005, as well as under artitlef IMD 11764/653/2006 which
transposed Directive 2003/4. Additionally, the Admstrative Procedure Code (Law
2690/1999, art.5, and Law 1599/86, art.16) stimsla@ertain cases in which public
authorities may refuse a request to access adnaitivgt documents. The reasons of
refusal of the request under the Convention aitg fuoét in the above JMD which
transposed EU Directive 2003/4. Public authorities/ refuse a request if the request
relates to information on emissions into the envinent. Concerning the confidentiality
of personal data, public authorities take into aerstion the requirements of the
provisions of law 2472/1997 (A 50) through whichr&tive 95/46/EC on the protection
of individuals with regard to the processing ofqmeral data and the free movement of
such data, has been transposed.

According to Article 4, paragraph 2 of the aboveDi764/653/2006, the grounds for
refusal mentioned in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the satitde are interpreted in a restrictive
way, taking into account for the particular case plblic interest served by disclosure. In
every particular case, the public interest serwedisclosure shall be weighed against the
interest served by the refusal. Further detailtherabove issue are regulated by the same
article of the above JMD which transposed Direc#083/4. For the purposes of the
application of subparaGraph (f) concerning the ictamitiality of personal data relating to

a natural person, public authorities take into atersition the requirements of the
provisions of law 2472/1997 (A50) which has trarsgmbDirective 95/54/EC on the



protection of individuals with regard to the prosieg of personal data and on the free
movement of such data.
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According to article 3, paragraph 4, of IMD 11768006, if the information
requested is not held by or for the public autlyaetwhich the request is addressed, the
public authority transfers the request to the cammteauthority within three days and
informs the applicant accordingly. In addition, eting to article 4, paragraph 1, of Law
2690/1999 (the Administrative Procedure Code, OJG/9-3-1999) if the request is
addressed to a public authority which is not resgme for a response, the public
authority transfers the request to the competethioaiy within five days and also
informs the applicant accordingly.
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According to article 4, paragraph 5, of IMD 117&&/2006, environmental information
held by or for public authorities which has beequested by an applicant is made
available in part where it is possible to sepaoateany information falling within the
scope of paragraph 1 (d) and (e) or paragraphr2 fhe rest of the information
requested. Paragraph 1 (d) concerns material indtese of completion or unfinished
documents or data and paragraph 1 (e) internal eonwations, and paragraph 2
concerns cases for a request for environmentainrdtion to be refused
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According to Law 3422/2005, the refusal is madseam as possible and at the latest
within one month unless the complexity of the imfiation justifies an extension of this
period up to two months after the request. Artilparagraph 6, of IMD
11764/653/2006 provides a stricter time limit. Mspeecifically, a refusal to make
available all or part of the environmental inforratrequested is notified to the
applicant in writing or electronically, within 2@gs or, in case of complexity of
information, two months. Further details on thisuis are regulated by the above JMD
through which the EU Directive was transposed.dditgon, according to Law
2690/1999 (Administrative Procedure Code) the @ftsaccess to administrative
documents should also state the reason for theakfind the applicant should be notified
at the latest within one month from the receipthef request.
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According to article 5 of IMD 11764/653/2006, ascsany public registers or lists
established and maintained as and examinatiotui®&the information requested is free
of charge. Public authorities do not make any ahéog supplying any environmental
information.Yet it is provided that under a relevant JMD — rettgdited — public
authorities may make a charge for supplying anyrenmental information, but such
charge shall not exceed a reasonable amount.
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In many cases, requests are general or unreaspaabdléhe administration must
ask the applicant to
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dministration must inform the applicant within the limits mentioned above,;
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The system will also include functionalities fornseg the national node for SEIS (ongoing
call for tender), for supporting national EIONE Thamunication as well as for operating
the Aarhus Clearinghouse Mechani
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. Furthermore, concerning the monitoring of the impatation of the legislation,
a positive step taken by MoE has been the regolsting of all related
information (on both transpositions and implemeataenactments being issued)
on the Ministry’s website, thus ensuring a wide lpudiffusion of information,
data and knowledge as well as a more participgiagess
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(see information provided under art. 5, para. }; (b)
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In the framework of supporting actions for EU Wdteamework Directive
implementation, establishment and operation ofated website, translation of the
Directive’s guidance documents, preparation ofidkegive texts” for the harmonization
of the existing national legislative framework e tWater Framework Directive
education of the personnel of the competent autésripublic information and
awareness-raising (ongoing);

(9)
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(h) Presentation on the Internet, of various repsubmitted to the EC. following
relevant legal obligations, as well as of relevamtironmental legislation (e.g. EC
Directives transposed in the Greek legislationfieak international environmental
Conventions and multilateral agreements);
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An overview of current and planned activities, iatives and events includes:

In the framework of implementation of EC Directi®@02/49:

(i) A planned project on evaluation of environmémiaise, which will produce noise
maps of Athens Municipality (implementation in 2008

(i)  An ongoing project for mapping of noise frorhAthens Airport, and relevant
action plans.

(b) A survey on packaging sector and packagingevastevelopment of a database
(completed in 2007);



(c) A survey on electric and electronic equipmettsr and waste of electric and
electronic equipment — Report and database deveop(angoing);

(d) A survey on construction and demolition seetiod construction and demolition
waste produced in Greece — Report and databasegment (ongoing);

(e) Aninventory of the uncontrolled dumpsites ire€ce — report and database
development (completed in 2005);

() A national hazardous waste management plan (38&8/2007 (OJG 287/B/2-3-
2007; completed in 2007));

(9) A national health-care waste management plagdng);

(h) A national plan for the management of biologgtadge (Project at allocation
procedure), (ongoing);

() A guidance document for the industrial wastenagement plan (completed in
2006);

() A guidance document for the internal controttoé landfill sites and occupational
safety (circular under preparation; completed i720

(k) A permanent inventory of control system on castibn from permanent sources
and vehicles- Establishment of database and production of relesamual report;

() A programme for the re-evaluating of 69 impoittaird areas for their
characterization as special protection areas fdisb+ action plans for the protection of
species of priority (ongoing);

(m) Identification of compatible activities in cotignce with the qualifying species of
the special protected areas.
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Overview of current and planned activities, initias, dates and frequencies of reports:
Regular response to the European Commission Regd@ibligations is being continued
on the basis of respective national laws. Amongdlsmme specific issues are:

(@) In the framework of the new Law 3199/9-12-2Q003G 280A/2003) on water
protection and the sustainable management of therwesources, followed by the PD
51/8-3-2007, with which the EU Water Framework Dirnge (2000/60/EC) is transposed
into the national legislation, some of the relevacativities concerning environmental
information are:



(i) A project on supporting actions regarding Wdteamework Directive
implementation, including, inter alia, the draftiafa national guidance describing
specific actions in every River Basin District (RB{@ngoing).

(i) Implementation of the Water Framework Direefl articles 5 and 6 and
annexes lI-IV. The Central Water Agency, aimingeporting to the EC through
the WISE system on the following topics: charaeggion of each RBD, analysis of
anthropogenic pressures and impacts, determinaticeference conditions,
economic analysis of water uses, registration ofgmted areas (ongoing);

(i) A project for the development of a new momity network for inland
surface (rivers, lakes), transitional, coastal graind waters, including the
development of monitoring programmes for biologigaality parameters and
assessment/classification of their ecological qu#é&tingoing);

(iv) An annual report on the quality of bathing esast

(v) Project for the update of the National Databahkydrological and
Meteorological Information. This project aims ag¢ thrganization and
dissemination of the Hydrological Information inggce. It is a distributed
relational database covering a wide area netwargdqimg);

(vi) Monitoring and protection of bathing watersdahe marine environment
(ongoing);

(b) An Athens daily air pollution report, also aahie on the Internet;

(c) An annual report on “Air Pollution in Athens@&' available also on the
Internet;

(d) Report on the revision of the 2002 Nationahttgy for Sustainable
Development of Greece, encompassing the sametm®fseven challenges and two
cross-cutting issues) as the Renewed EU Stratedyustainable Development. (2006),
plus four additional priorities of national intetgise. culture, tourism, agriculture and
physical planning.

To meet Greece’s convention obligations, natioapbrts are submitted on a regular
basis which include environmental information, ngme

(@ The third national report for the ConventiorBadlogical Diversity, which is
in its final stage of preparation;

(b) The national report for the Ramsar Conventionéetlands (under
preparation);

(c) The national report for the Cartagena ProtocoBiosafety (under
preparation);

(d) The national report on implementation of thetBcol Concerning Specially
Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Medanean (SPA and
Biodiversity Protocol) to the the Convention foetRrotection of the Marine
Environment and the Coastal Region of the Meditezaa (Barcelona Convention);
(e) Regular response to the reporting of the ECEAlissions and Climate
Change Directives(88/609 (2005), 2001/81 (2005, 2 ), 96/61 (2006), 1999/13
(2006)), in to reports to the Convention on Longga Transboundary Air Pollution;
() Reports on the implementation of various Dinees$ of the European Commission
relating to waste and the protection of the envirent:



(i) Directive 75/442/EEC on waste;
(i) Directive 86/278/EEC on the protection of tevironment, and in
particular the soil, when sewage sludge is usegyriculture;
(iif) Directive 91/689/EEC on hazardous waste;
(iv) Directive 1999/31/EEC on the landfill of waste
(g) Preparation of a national state-of-the-envirentreport (ongoing).

In the framework of the directive 96/61/EC concegrimegrated pollution
prevention and control (IPPC) and the EuropearuRoit Emission Register
(EPER), two reports were drafted and published gRefEPER land 2) in 2004
and 2006.
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, through directoeaY DAS-2, handles Greece’s relations
with the OECD Development Assistance Committemdintains the official statistical
database on development assistance provided by&amel sends detailed statistical
data to the Development Assistance Committee,lfilnfient of the country’s obligation.
YDAS-2 also draws up the Annual YDAS Report, whiglsubmitted to the Parliament,
as well as other publications, such as GreeCeistribution Towards Attaining the
Millennium Development Goals
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Concerning the relevant definitions in article 2ldine non discrimination
requirement in article 3, see information undeickerts of the Convention. In
Greece, the general public and NGOs can submit entsyand proposals on
environmental issues at the preliminary stagel®fiecision-making process.

All requirements of article 6 of the Convention aret by Law 3422/2005, which
ratified the Convention.

Law 3010/2002, transposing into national legiskatid) Directives 96/61/EC,
where appropriate, as well as 97/11/EC and amendingl1650/1986 for the
protection of the environment in conjunction witinge relevant JMDs has since
2003 upgraded the national EIA procedure for ptejaad activities. These
JMDs, which specify the groups of projects or atigs that are subject to an
EIA, the environmental permitting procedure, anel ¢tbntents and publication
process for the Environmental Impact Study (EI&),the following:

(@ JMD 15393/2332/2002(0JG 3&2002) on the classification of public and
private projects and activities into groups;

(b) JMD 11014/703/2003(0JG 3B2003) on the procedures of preliminary
environmental impact assessment and approval aofc@meental terms;

(c) JMD 37111/2021/2003(0JG 1391B/29-9-2003) onpiteeedure for
informing the public and public participation withihe framework of the environmental
permitting system.

EU Directive 2003/35 on “providing for public panpation regarding the
drawing up of certain plans and programmes relabrige environment and
amending with regard to public participation andess to justice Council
Directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC” was effectiiensposed into the Greek
legislation through the enactment of two JMDs:dbeve-mentioned JMDs,
37111/2021/2003(0JG 1391B/29-9-2003), and JMD SPBY2007(0JG
286B/2-3-2007), define measures of judicial pratecof the public against acts
or omissions of the Public Administration regardatgess to information and
public participation during the EIA process angarticular during the procedure
for approval of environmental terms. The aforenmrad JMDs also meet all
requirements of article 6 of the Convention.



In general, the EIA procedure is carried out ataetral, regional and local
authority levels for large, medium and small-sqalgects, respectively. EIA is a
two-stage process that involves the following steps
(@) Screening and scoping (carried out as a pneirgiEIA procedure, at the end
of which the public is informed of the outcome);
(b) Submission of application (including the Envinoental Impact Survey) to
the competent environmental authority;
(c) Quality review of the submitted documentation;
(d) Consultation with other relevant authoritiesl gublic participation (these
take place concurrently and include transboundangualtations when necessary);
(e) Opinions sent to competent authority withincsfied time period;
(H Issuance of EIA decision (“decision for apprbaienvironmental terms”);
(g) Publication of decision, so that the publicn®rmed.

Moreover:

(@) Public participation takes place early enougkthat all options are still open,
although public administration has already expré#tsepreliminary opinion during the
preliminary EIA opinion;

(b) The public concerned is provided enough timexress its opinion.

EIA studies are announced publicly to the compefeatecture Councils. The
official opinions on the preliminary environmengassessment and evaluation and
on the decisions of environmental terms approwakéso notified to the above
competent Prefecture Councils. The preliminary emmental estimation and
evaluation (PEEE) is a first opinion of the admiirsison and it is not binding. In
addition, the text of PEEE is publicized (for padhformation only) by the
competent Prefecture Council. A similar public ammoement is also provided to
the authorities of a neighbour EU Member Statenfioaundary consultation)
when there are possible environmental impactseftsessed activities.
Environmental NGOs, local representatives and localpetent bodies, as well as
any person, can submit comments either to the &reteCouncil or to the
competent public authority respectively.

During the EIA/SEA procedures (environmental petimgt of projects/plans and
programmes) appropriate environmental informatiomcerning each case is
submitted to the competent administration service.

All official legislative documentation concernindSEA procedures is

provided upon request. Upon an application, theiaidimation provides in due
time the information requested concerning officlatuments or other
documentation concerning the EIA/SEA files subnditie it, as soon as the public
participation process has begun. No internal céasoh document concerning
open judicial procedures is provided.



Within the framework of national legislation, pub&uthorities and specifically
the Prefectures have the responsibility to pulbisbtherwise make publicly
available specific information of the Environmenitapact Survey of any
industry or plan to organize industrial areas anttlistrial parks, while options are
still open and during the preparation of the regoies and acceptance.
Opportunity to comment is given to public at thiesh within 30 days, directly, or
through representative consultative bodies.

A request for a permit for electric energy produrcto the competent energy authority
(Ministry of Development), is rendered in public thye applicant according to procedure
provided by the relevant Regulation and Law 277321A8 feasibility study and a
preliminary environmental assessment are preragaishny interested person can access
to information concerning the relevant request tbgidhe above authority and can

submit reasoned objections. An EIA decision (JMi3uied by the MoE is also required.

Public participation with regard to decisions petimg the deliberate release of
genetically modified organisms (GMOSs) into the eamment under article 6, paragraph
11, of the Convention is provided for by Law 342Ghich ratified the Convention. In
addition, the deliberate release of GMOs into tidrenment, including their placing on
the market within the EU, is provided by Direct@01/18/EC. Article 12 of IMD
38639/2017/2005 (OJG B 1334), which transposedlioee directive, provides for
public participation regarding decisions permittthg deliberate release of GMOs into
the environment (for experimental use). Articledf%he above JMD provides for public
participation regarding their placing on the marffet commercial use).

As regards GMOs, the Nature Management Sectionaf kandles all non-
commercial (i.e. experimental) issues of the sub)do notification files have
been submitted until today regarding GMOs undee®ive 2001/18/EC.

In addition, JIMD 11642/1943/2002, which transpob@éctive 98/81 regarding
contained use of genetically modified microorgarssaiso provides in its article
12 for public participation. Labelling and tracdapiof GMOs are also provided
for by EU Regulation 1830/2003.
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Joint Ministerial Decision (JMD) 107017/2006 hasaduced the necessary
provisions for the assessment of the effects dhoeplans and programmes on
the environment, or strategic environmental assess($EA). A number of plans



and programmes at the national, regional or lemadls are be adopted through a
formal procedure in sectors such as agriculturestoy, fisheries, energy,
industry, transport, tourism, water resources mamagt, waste management,
urban or physical planning and land use, whicHikedy to have significant
environmental effects, are made subject to an SEA.

In particular, a consultation process was followeadhe respective SEA studies
for the three Special Frameworks of Spatial Plagoin Renewable Energy
Sources, Industry and Tourism. In general, the $Ekedure takes place on the
central level for national, interregional and regibplans and programmes and on
a regional level for local (prefecture and inteefecture) plans and programmes,
and entails the following steps:

(@) Optional scoping;

(b) Screening (public is informed of outcome);

(c) Submission of application (including the StgateEnvironmental Impact
Study (SEIS)) to the competent environmental auityjor

(d) Quality review of the submitted documentation;

(e) Consultation with other relevant authoritied @ablic participation (these
take place concurrently and include transboundangualtations when necessary);
(H  Opinions sent to competent authority within gfied time period;

(g) Issuance of SEA decision, which includes mamgpmeasures;

(h)  Publication of the decision, so that the puldimformed.

Thereafter, the proposed plan or programme muathbpted in order to comply
with the SEA decisionThe Special Environmental Service is the central
competent authority for the environmental permittof plans and programmes.

Accordingto the EU Water Framework Directive requirementgniber States
must encourage the active involvement of all irderé parties, in particular in the
production, review and updating of the River Bddiemnagement Plans to be
developed by the end of 2009. Member States argeabto publish the River
Basin Management Plans for comments by any inestgsdrty. The publication
procedure of the River Basin Management Plans welbeloped for each RBD of
the country is described in article 15 of Presidgmecree 51/2007, which
transposes mainly the technical requirements ofater Framework Directive
into national legislation. According to this legil’e framework, the Regional
Water Councils are responsible to inform the puaiid make available the draft
copies of the River Basin Management Plans for cented Comments in writing
to the draft copies by the public can be submiitétin six months (at the latest)
from the publication date.

On request, access can be given to background dotsrand information used
for the development of the draft river basin mamaget plans According to the
new legislation for the protection and sustainabémagement of water resources
in Greece (Law 3199/2003, art. 3, para. 6, an@)anthich integrates the public



participation requirements of the Water Framewone&ive, the active
involvement of interested parties is ensured thinaihgir representation to the
National and Regional (in the 13 Regional Watetttiits) Water Councils that
are being developed as part of the new adminiggdtamework of the country.
The National and the 13 Regional Water Councilsadrgsory boards in which

all national and regional interested groups, sucimeolved organizations, NGOs,
etc., are represented.

All calls for tenders, to be financed by the SpeService for Management of the
EPPER, are publicized in large and high-circulafiewspapers as well as
displayed on the official EPPER website.

The implementation of the Operational Programmeteuthe competence of
EPPER is monitored regularly by an established ktoimg Committee which
operates under approved Rules of Procedure. Repa¢ises of competent
bodies, as well as representatives of social pariiséakeholders) and NGOs,
participate in this Monitoring Committee.

Two public consultations were held on plans of@perational Programme
drawn by the above Special Service concerning tepgration and the drafting of
EPPERAA for the period 2007-2013.The first pubbosultation took place from
31 October 2006 to 30 March 2007. The second peblisultation took place
from 2 April 2007 until 20 July 2007. During thetseo periods the draft of the
Operational Programme were early displayed foripudgnsultation for a long
time in the MoE website, and they were also sedbrepresentatives of
competent bodies asking for any kind of contribuitie.g. comments, suggestions
or remarks. Many written as well as oral (phongjgastions were submitted and
were taken into consideration in the final draftleé Operational Programme,
which was sent to European Commission for finarapgl.

The strategic impact assessment of EPPERAA drafteér the responsibility
and guidance of the above Special Service wasoglsped to public consultation
and press communication according to JMD107017¢hvimtroduced the
necessary provisions for the assessment of thetgié certain plans and
programmes on the environment, or else SEA, trasmsgdirective 2001/4BK
(PEK 1225B).

The National Council for Spatial Planning and Surstiale Development
(NCSPSD), established according to Law 2742/1986@,diven its opinion in
2002 on a draft Special Framework of Spatial Plagif Coastal Areas prepared
by the MoE, but the process was not concluded. Mexently, the NCSPSD gave
also its opinion on two National Frameworks of $galanning, one general and
one specific (i.e. thematic) on renewable energyaes. Two more National
Special Frameworks of Spatial Planning are to tbensited to NCSPSD for
consultation in the coming weeks: one on industiy @ne on tourism. When this
process is concluded in the coming months, two Miatgonal Special



Frameworks of Spatial Planning, currently closbemg finalized by the MoE,
will be submitted to NCSPSD: one on coastal ananidlareas and another on
mountainous areas.

According to Law 2508/97 the involved public autties and relevant local
stakeholders are asked to provide their officiahimm for the approval of the
general master city plan. Concerning urban stuaescity plans, publication in
newspapers is required and a consultation takes jgliathe local authority. The
interested public can submit relevant rejectionghe case of a radical renewal
project in an urban area, a consensus of 60 p¢wtdéme landowners is required
for the project to be approved.

The local authorities are mainly involved in uridanning and have general
advisory competence, according to which the ceatrthiorities ask for their
previous consultation every time they plan to adopgulatory measure that will
affect the environment or local planning.
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The adoption of policies relating to the environtn@ther takes the form of
strategies or programmes or legislative acts. i;ftamework the National
Strategy for Sustainable Development, drawn ughByYNCESD and approved by
the Ministerial Council in June 2002, was preparedugh collaboration with the
“National Coordination Committee of the GovernmBoticy in the field of
Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development”wilzat at the time also acting as
the National Preparatory Committee of Greece raggrthe Johannesburg World
Summit on Sustainable Development, encompassingseptatives from
competent ministries and NCESD. Representatives fozal authorities,
employers and trade unions, research institutedN&1ds also participated in the
preparation procedure, directly through thematickivy groups or through
participation in more open workshops. Represergatitom the MoE, local
authorities, employer and trade unions, researsitutes and NGOs also
participated in the National Council for Physicé&rihing and Sustainable
Development. Currently, we are conducting a revaéthe 2002 Strategy process
which will be finalized shortly. Almost all minisés and civil society groups have
been involved in this review process from its vieigial preparatory stages. Prior
to the drafting of the revised Strategy’s firstftiran open invitation was
uploaded via the MoE website to all groups andtiestto become involved in the
dialogue process in the context of a public coasioih.

The participation of NCESD, through its officialiopn as well as of other local
stakeholders and civil partners, takes place irctmsultation for the following
programmes and plans:



(a) Elaboration of the National Plan of Strateggridultural Development for
the period 2007-2013, on environment issues suglates resources management,
biodiversity, protected areas and climate change;

(b) Elaboration and implementation of the policgaaling the management of
water resources in a water basin based on the AgehdPrinciples and on the
Framework Directive guidance 2000/60/EE (Life 04/E3r/000099 Water Agenda);

(c) Management of Water Resources and Wetland girotein the programme
for developing tourism areas (MANWATER INTEREG ISTRAND B, ARCHIMED);

(d) Elaboration of the National Development Plaatibinal Strategic)
Framework;

(e) Elaboration of th€uropean Rural Policy (2007-2013).
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According to Article 24 of the Constitution, theopection of the natural and
cultural environment constitutes a duty of the &tatd a right of everyone. The
State is bound to adopt special preventive ancesspre measures for the
preservation of the environment in the concepustanable development. The
Greek legal system fulfils the rights and obligatgroclaimed by the
Convention, as it adequately secures judicial pt@e in environmental cases,
irrespective of whether the dispute arisen derfk@®s private entity activities or
from acts or omissions of the public authoritied amether the claims for judicial
protection involve the prevention of environmerttaimage or the payment of
damages.

Law 1650/86 on the protection of the environmerdrmgnded by Law 3010/2002
and implemented by several Presidential Decreessiiik is the basic
environmental protection law in Greece. A great hanof EU Directives on the
environment have been transposed in the Greeldégis and several laws on
environmental issues e.g. on the protection ofteene environment and on the
protection of forests etc also provide for envir@mtal protection.

In addition, concerning access to information, agditg to the Constitution the
competent service or authority is obliged to replyequests for information and
documents within a set deadline not exceeding §8,des specified by law. In the
case that this deadline elapses without action oase of unlawful refusal, in
addition to any other sanctions and consequencdesvokpecial compensation is
also paid to the applicant, as specified by law.(AD, para. 3, of the Constitution
). (See more information on the right of accessfmrmation under article 3.)

Aiming at citizens’ protection, there are also sal/possibilities for administrative
and judicial review, such as the application faneely, special recourses, quasi-



judicial recourses, hierarchical recourses andahsércal control exercised by
superior authorities over subordinate authoriaetipns for compensation
according to civil liability provisions, as well asveral judicial recourses.

The enactment of IMD 11764/653/2006 on accessviooemental information
has also contributed to facilitating public seekangess to justice in
environmental matters. According to article 6 af #bove JMD, citizens have the
following possibilities for administrative and jwikl review:

(@) File an action for compensation before the Bp&ommittee as provided by
Law 1943/1991 (art. 5, para. 13);

(b) File an action for compensation before the cetapt court according to the
civil liability provisions;

(c) File a quasi-judicial recourse before the Sgple€Committee as provided by
Law 1943/1991 (art. 5, para. 13) for the modificator reconsideration of the acts or
omissions of the public authority. The interestegigical or legal person has the right to
file an administrative recourse before the Admnaiste Court, against the decision of
the above Special Committee.

JMD 11764/653/2006, which transposed Directive 200&pealed JMD
77921/1440/6-9-950n access to environmental infoonaBy the repealed JMD,
a Committee on Access to Environmental Informatiad been established,
competent for the administrative review of the agplit’'s request rejection by the
public authority. Today, according to the new JMLY&4/653/2006, this
Committee has been replaced by a Special Comnastadlished by Law
1943/1991 (art. 13, para. 5) as amended, whicbwsaompetent for the above
administrative review of the applicant’s requegtcgon.

Additionally, the enactment of IMD 9269/470/20075@86B/2-3-2007), which
defines measures of judicial protection of the mudgainst acts or omissions of
the public administration regarding access to imftion and public participation
during EIA, has also contributed essentially inlfeating access to justice in
environmental matters. According to article 3 af #bove JMD, citizens have the
following possibilities for administrative and jwikl review:

(@) For administrative review:
(i) Application for remedy submitted before MoE adting to law
2690/1999 (art. 24), by which the applicant askgHe annulment or
modification of the initial administrative decisi@act concerning public
information and participation during environmeritapact assessment of the
relevant activities;
(i) Special recourses that are submitted befor&Mxy which the applicant
asks for the annulment or modification of the Gah&ecretary of the Region
Initial Act concerning public information and paipation during EIA of the
relevant activities;

(b) For judicial review:



(i) File an action for compensation before the cetapt court according to
civil liability provisions;
(i) Petition (written) of annulment before the Gl of State;
a) Against acts or omissions of the public admiatgin, with respect to
whether an application for remedy has been subdnittenot;
b) Against the administrative decisions/acts orirggjamissions of the
MoE taken after the submission of the special atstrative recourse or
against its omission (silent rejection).

Additionally, an important legal mechanism in mamyironmental cases
constitutes the interim injunctive relief when ahmanistrative decision with
environmental consequences cannot be revokece Ihtkrim injunctive relief is
admitted, a stay of execution is ordered if theggans deemed probable unless
there are specific grounds of public interest.

Regarding enforcement, the Special Service of Bnwirental Inspectors (SSEI)
has been established under Presidential Decreerlfite “administrative
organization of SSEI” (OJG A137/ in June 2003, cogewith its two Divisions
for Northern and Southern Greece the whole coutting contributing to the
effective enforcement of environmental legislatéomd increasing the overall
credibility of environmental policy in the countrjhe Environmental
Inspectorate is responsible for environmental mgfements concerning breach of
environmental law and monitoring and compliancénweitvironmental

legislation.

Additionally, the Ombudsman has jurisdiction ovases concerning disputes between
citizens and public administration units, such agegnment services, local and regional
government (e.g. communities, municipalities, prifees), other public institutions and
private law entities of the public sector, corpamas and organizations that are under
control either by the State or by legal entitieshaf public sector. The Ombudsman can
intervene when, in dealing with the public admirason, an individual or legal entity
encounters: (a) refusal to supply information a@uifficient provision of information; (b)
Unreasonable delay in processing applicationanf{apgement of laws or violation of
procedure; (d) administrative irregularities or esns; or (e) discrimination against
individuals.

Article 4 (1975) of the Constitution provides foietprinciple of equality (see
article 5). In addition, Law 3304/2005 on the “Irapienting of the principle of
equal treatment regardless of racial or ethniciorigligious or other beliefs,
disability, age or sexual orientation" through whibe relevant EU Directives
were transposed, constitutes a landmark in the gtiomof the principle of
equality and the protection of human rights in Geed his Law reinforces the
role of the Ombudsman by adding new competencaisatie expected to help the
institution fulfil its objectives more effectivegnd promote the principle of equal
treatment. In addition, the Equal Treatment Conesitif the Ministry of Justice



is assigned with combating discrimination in thevgte sector together with the
Labour Inspectorate.

The independence of the judges is safeguardedeb@dnstitution. (Article 26).
The Greek legal system allows direct access taithlecourts both to individuals
and NGOs. In environmental cases the scope of sggatling has been
remarkably expanded as a result of the jurispruelenthe Council of State.

In addition, there is no express prohibition agaaitizens from other States
participating in court proceedings. NGOs in geneegal participate if they fulfil
some requirements. The most important one is tlEDsIshould have as their
aim, provided by their statutes, the protectiothefenvironment. It could be said
that in Greek law a quasketio popularishas been introduced by the
jurisprudence of the Council of State sincedhBon popularigtself is not
accepted.

Concerning costs in the judicial procedure, thdiagpt for the annulment of an
administrative act before a Court must pay thedstesthstamp fees (normally not
exceeding an amount of €10-30 Euros dependingeoddfree (instance) of the
court and a special trial deposit fee set at thewarnof €10-20 for general
annulment disputes, depending also on the degrstafice) of the court. As for
the legal counselling, the lowest mandatory costpeovided by law but
generally in practice they are formulated and ddpenthe expertise of the
appointed advocate and on Court degree (instaGoscerning costs for
administrative procedure (special administrativargse, and quasi-judicial
recourse), there are no special costs.

Finally, concerning training curricula for judgélse school of national judges
established by Law 2236/1994 provides educatiogmiisars for judges on
several issues while also providing special trajrior candidate judges. The
judges can also take a leave of absence for arcgedaod of time to pursue
relevant university studies in Greece or abroa@ctp seminars on the
environment and environmental law are also provigethe Athens Bar
Association, specialized institutions, the TechhiZlaamber of Greece, etc. The
Fifth Section of the Council of State is resporssifor environmental
administrative disputes. In this framework, a Memtfethe Hellenic Council of
State participates in the Forum of InternationaliEmmental Judges.



